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Mi^FIOS.0 (PeifAj — H» Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Tuesday met st Al al Bayi University with the various minisirv' of 
Aw^af councils und comminees and was briefed on (be progress 
made in (he implementation of the comprehensive plan for 
developing the ministry's work. The plan Calls for enhancing the 
role of Ihc m^us and for rchabiluating preachers and imams, m 
addiiioo to developing work ai the Koran centres with a view to 
convening them imo educational insiitutiuns similar to mosoues 
and sdwla. In an address at ih^ meeting. Pnnee Hassan Mresved 
the ti«d fur^upgrading the performance and qiulirications of 
mosque prcj^rs and expressed hope that an agreement would be 
reached on (he role of the mosque in ihe society Warning that ihe 
Muslim nation wjs urgeiied. the Crown Prince said there were 
.campaigns wmmg to distcn the image of .Muslims and reUmc 
.Islam to VifMnce. Participanis in the meeling discussed various 
ivsues related to ihe role of the mosque and mier-failh dialocue 
The meeting was attended by His Royal Highness Pnnee Chan 
Ben Mohammad, the King's cultural secretary, ministry olficiab 
Isbmic ulemas and deans of the university's faculiies. 
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*Eid Ai Fitr holiday announced 

.AMM.A.M iPcsrai — .All mtnisiries. gmcrnmcnl departments and 
pubnic insli!uiiuns will he closed from .Monday. Feb. ID till Feb. 23 
ifl Observance of ihc 'Eid Al Fiir holiday, according to a 
..-■mmunique issued hy Prime Minister Ahdul Karim Al Kahariti. 
(be Jordan News Agency, Petra, announced. 'Eid Al Fur. which 
marki. the end of the fasimg momh of Ramadan, will fall either on 
Monday. Feb. ID or Tuesday. Feh. 2u. depending on sighting of 
(he nuxin of (he nex( lunar month of Shawuul. 
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Sayir leaves, says it is high time 
to implement bilateral agreements 


Jordan criticises Israel for 
impeding trade with Palestinians 


By Amy Henderson 
JordM Times Suff Reporter 

AMMAN — .A senior 
Israeli officittl left Jordan 
yesterday following .i two- 
bay working viMt to the 
Kingdom, the first by a 
high-ranking Israeli official 
since ihe Kingdom's new 
government was sworn in 
and since the two counines 
concluded iheir five re- 
maining bilateral accords in 
mid'Januar)' stipulated by 
the 1994 pence treaty. 

During a press briefing 
before leaving Amman. 
Uri Savtr. director general 
of the Israeli foreign minis- 
try, siiid he and Jordanian 
officials explored possible 
methods of implementing 
the bilateral agreements 
and Ihe joint projects in (he 
Dead Sea, Red Sea and the 
Jordan Valley. 

"We want io explore the 
impicmcntaiion of agrcc- 


ments in order to exploit 
the potential of expanding 
economic rclaiiuns." Mr. 
Savir said. "We also discus- 
sed how Our rcluliunship 
cun be used in a regional 
franiework and how it re- 
lates to the Palestinian Au- 
thority." 

.Mr. Savir expressed dis- 
appoimmeni with progress 
in getting regional and bi- 
lateral projects underway 
since (he conclusion of the 
.Middle East and North 
Africa Economic summit 
hosted m Amman in Octo- 
ber. That event, tt was 
hoped would see Ihe birth 
of several private sector en- 
deavours that would stimu- 
late the regiun's precarious 
economies. 

"Wc now have a certain 
period of experience wuh 
each other and we see the 
achicvemenis and the prob- 
lems," he said. "Time has 
come to put into work the 


existing economic potential 
— we did Well in project 
development, but we can 
do belter in attracting pri- 
vate sector involvement. 
We didn't attract the bust* * 
ness people that came to 
(the summit)." 

Jordan and Israel are 
now holding talks in prepa- 
ration for the Cairo econo- 
mic summit, the follow up 
to the Amman summit, 
scheduled for ilie end of 
(his year. But he said both 
panies should put more 
emphasis on economic pro- 
jects and on enhancing 
trade among Jordan, the 
Gulf suites and Israel- 

He said also tliji Israel 
was sensitive to Jordan's 
desire to expand trade with 
the West Bank, which to 
date is hindered by Israeli 
secunty measures at the 
Sheikh Hussein and King 
Hussein crossing points. 

"This economic rela- 


tionship has greater poten- 
tial." he said, adding that a 
commiKee is being estab- 
lished to deal with the issue 
of trade between the three 
parlies and that both Japan 
and Germany have ex- 
pressed an iniercM in ex- 
panding the bridges and 
installing state of the art 
facilities for (he Transport 
of goods across the bridges. 

On the Syrian-lsraeli 
talks front, Mr. Savir, who 
leads the Israeli delegation, 
iUiid negotiations between 
the two sides are moving 
ahead in areas of norma- 
lisation of relations hut "wc 
have just staned to tackle 
difficult i.ssues such us 
security arringements," 

Syria and Israel are sche- 
duled to resume talks at the 
end of this month, and Mr. 
Savir said that it was doubt- 
ful that Israeli elections, 

(Continued on page 7) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — .A 
Jordanian government offi- 
cial has underlined the 
need for Israel to remove 
obstacles impede trade 
exchanges between Jordan 
and (he Palestinian self- 
rule arcus. 

Basem Awadailah. spe- 
cial advisor to the prime 
minister on the peace file, 
culled for a tripartite meet- 
ing between Jordan. Israel 
and itie Pulesiiniun Nation- 
al Authority (PNA) to dis- 
cuss common economic 
issues and facilitate trade 
exchanges. 

Dr. Awadailah. in un in- 
terview With Ouds Press 
published this week, said 
that the idea of holding j 
tripartite meeting is lo 
overcome obstacles that 
impede the flow of Jorda- 
nian goods to the Palesti- 
nian markets and (o enable 
the three parties to have a 
common vision on means 


to siimuiaie transport and 
trade activities amonc 
them. 

Dr. .Awadailah said (he 
Israeii-Palesiinian econo- 
mic agreement, had been 
obstructing the free ex- 
change oi goods between 
Jordan and the West Bank 
because it tied Palestinian 
economy more firmly lo 
(he Israeli economy. 

Pan of the solution to the 
problem, he said, depends 
on whether the three par- 
ties can reach further 
agreements that would 
guarantee wider trade and 
economic exchanges be- 
tween Palestine on the one 
hand and Jordan and other 
countries on the other. 

Dr. .Awadailah expressed 
hope that the Israeli gov- 
ernment will duly remove 
obstacles m the path of 
Jordunian-Paiesiinian 
trade. 

"The Jordanian eovern- 


rnem has repeatedly urged 

Israel to remove these 
obstacles," Dr. .Awadailah 
said, adding; "Opening 
Palestinian markets to 
Jordanian goods will con- 
tribute towards loivsening 
the Palestinian economic 
links with the Jewish 
state." 

Semi-official Palestinian 
economic surveys submit- 
ted to the Jotdanian- 
Palesiinian businessmen 
meeting las! June showed 
that .‘'0 to 9(1 per cent of the 
total Palesiinian trade is 
conducted with Israel and 
the remaining trade is con- 
ducted with Jordan, other 
Arab countries, the Euro- 
pean Union and .Niirih 
.America. 

The.se figures indicate 
that the reason for the 
greater margin of trade 
with Israel was due to poli- 
tical rather than economic 
considerations. 


The geographic pro.xim- 
ity between Jordan and 
Palestine as well as the 
similarity in traditions be- 
tween the two peoples and 
the agreements signed be- 
tween the two sides play a 
key role in facilitating the 
economic and trade ex- 
changes between Palestine 
and Jordan. 

The Jordanian official 
disclosed that the delay in 
signing the Jordaniun- 
Israeli transpon agreement 
until late Iasi month was 
due to .'ordan's keenness to 
reach agreement with 
Israel cm arranging for 
transpon between Jordan 
and Palestine. 

Dr. .Awadailah predicted 
that trade exchanges be- 
tween Jordan and Israel 
will Stan by mid-March. 

He played down fears 
that trade exchange with 

(Coatiniied oo page 3) 
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Muasher unveils 
far-reaching reforms 
of press , media sector 


iish 

police 
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By Sa^etfn Kilani 

S^pecia/ to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Information will be abolished 
and press-related laws will be 
'amended to enhance free- 
doms and protect journalists 
from persecution. Minister of 
Information Marwan 
Muasher said Tuesday. 

In u meeting with the presi- 
dent and members of Jordan 
Press Association (JPA), Dr. 
Muasher announced a new 
comprehensive information 
policy that would result in the 
creation of an autonomous 
radio and television entity 
and would turn the state- 
owned Petra news agency 
into a semi-govemmenta'i 
agency. 

The government's strategy, 
aimed at strengthening free- 
doms but also raising the 
level of responsibility among 
media men and women, will 
first begin with amending the* 
press laws, the 1993 press and 
'publications law in particular. 

The law has been highly 
criridsed by intemauonaJ hu- 
man rights' organisations for 
its long list of items that 
journalists are prohibited to 
write on including informa- 
tion on security forces unless 
authorised; writings that 
harm national unity; articles 
or news that shake the confi- 
dence in the national curren- 
cy; articles or information 
that imply insult to leaders of 
Arab, Muslim or friendly 
countries and reports that do 
not conform with general 
ethics and societal morals. 

Dr. Muasher pledged that 
.the ministry would not be 
party to le^ persecution or 
harassment of journalists and 
.said chat courts will be the 
final arbiter in all cases filed 
.against journalists. 

The JPA temporary law, 
considered by many joumal- 
isis as hindering the profes- 


sion. was also tackled during 
the meeting, JPA President 
Suleiman Qudah said the 
assodarion was working on 
modifying the law (of 1983) 
and the amendments intro-' 
duced to it in 1989. But be. 
regrened that the draft, pre- 
sented to the Lower House of 
Parliament in 19^. has not 
been discussed since. 

The House's Judiciary 
Committee will start discus- 
sing (he law Saturday. The 
association declared last 
week its intention of iniro- 
dudng further amendments 
to the draft to go in line with 
the democratic process and 
the govemmem’s directives, 
Mr. Qudah said. 

*‘I asked the chairman of 
the Judiciary Committee. 
Abdul Roouf Rawabdeb. to 
postpone discussions until af- 
ter Al Htr feast, but he said it 
was not possible.” Mr. 
Qudah told the Jordan 
limes. 

Mr. Qudah said the asso- 
ciation's coundl will meet to- 
day to discuss the needed 
amendments id forward its 
propositions to the House but 
regretted that this process ne- 
cessitated more time. 

According to Samir Hiyari. 
head of the JPA Freedoms 
Committee, the amendments 
will mainly deal with chang- 
ing the criteria for JPA mem- 
bership. 

In the current law. to qual- 
ify for membership journal- 
ists should be on the payroll 
of a recognised press estab- 
lishment and should hav'c a 
certain degree of education 
coupled with a period of 
work experience. Freelance 
journalists, correspondents 
of foreign agencies and news- 
papers as well as journalists 
working in political party 
newspapers, journalists and 
anchors at Jordan radio and 
television, and some col- 


umnists are not and could not 
become members. Non- 
members are not recognised 
as journalists, according to 
(he law. 

Mr. Qudah said new 
changes will be made to en- 
able all journalists who wish 
.to join to become membeis. 

Not only Press related laws 
will be amended, but also 
major changes in the in- 
formation milieu will be car- 
ried out. An administrative 
board will preside over the 
Radio and TV Corporation 
• and the government will have 
a share in the new establish- 
ment. The^Press arid Publica- 
tions Department would be 
restructured and an opinion 
poll unit will be established, 
Ihe minister said. 

The Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, w'ill be transformed 
into a corporation as is the 
case with international news 
agencies. 

The ministry, before its 
abolition, will maintain regu- 
lar contacts with journalists. 
There will be tegular press 
briefings after every Cabinet 
meeting and meetings with 
information minister and 
other Cabinet members every 
week and when there is need, 
the minister stressed. 

The need for a code of 
honour was also discussed at 
the meeting with the minister 
pointing to the importance of 
the journalists' efforts in this 
domain. Dr. Muasher said he 
was asked by His Majesty 
King Hussein on whether 
journalists, who promised the 
King in a meeting in Decem- 
ber to chart the code in one 
month, have done so. They 
did not, he was told. 

Also discussed during the 
meeting was the need for the 
establishment of a press club 
and a new premise for the 
association. 

"It was a very positive 
meeting," Mr. Qudah said. 
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Khleifat orders release of 
259 administrative detainees 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minis- 
ler of Interior Awad 
Khleifrit issued directives 
on Tuesday to release 2S9 
detainees who have been 
.held in Jordanian prisons 
(Without trial. 

< In a statement carried by 
Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
. n. Dr. Khleifat ordered the 
(release of the administra- 
: rive detainee s, normal ly de- 
tainetii on administrative 


governors' orders. 

The move, which comes 
"one week before A! Fitr 
feast, is believed to be part 
of the new government’s 
pledges to int^uce major 
changes in the field of liber-' 
ties and human rights. 

Last week, Islamic Ac- 
tion Front Deputy Bassam 
Emoush raised the issue of 
administrative detainees 
before the Lower House of 


Parliament and expressed 
hopes that the minister of 
interior would intervene 
and release the detainees 
before the end of the Holy 
Month of Ramadan. 

Dr. Khleifat responded 
by saying that the ministry 
would form a committee to 
look into the cases of these 
prisoners and "God willing, 
die right decision will soon 
be taken." 


King to visit Egypt Thursday 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein will 
pay a visit to Cairo on Thurs- 
day for talks with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak on 
bilateral and pan- Arab affairs 
and issues of common in- 
terest, the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, announced 
Tuesday. 

Commenting on the visit 
Minister of Information Mar- 
wan Muasher said (hat the 
King's visit is very important 
in view of the developments 
in the region which require 
constant consultations and 
coordination between the 
two countries. 

He said that Jordan's rela- 
tions with Krael which are 
governed by a treaty and 
bilateral agreements can by 
no means be maintained at 
the expense of the Kingdom's 
relations with the Arab 
states. 

Referring to the King’s 
visit to Saudi Arabia, Dr. 
Muasher said that Jordan is 
deeply gratified over the visit 
because he said it had turned 
a new page in bilateral rela- 
tions. He said that the visit 
was marked by openness and 
frankness and that the two 
sides were determined to prer 
vent anything from disturbing 
bilateral relations in the fu- 
ture. 

On relations with Kuwait 
the minister expressed Jor- 
dan’s hope that further steps 
would be taken towards im- 
proving relations with the 
emirate and all the Gulf 
stares. 

Egyptian Ambassador to 


Jordan Wjih Hamdi said in a 
statement to the Al Aswaq 
daily this week that the visit 
was in. ihe framework of con- 
sultations and coordination 
between the two sides on 
Arab, regional and interna- 
tional developments and the 
peace process. 

All issues of common con- 
cern will be discussed at the 
meeting which is expected to 
yield positive results, Mr. 
Hamdi said. 

According to Mr. Hamdi 
the two leaders will discuss a 
date for a meeting of the 
Higher Joint Jordanian- 
Egypiian Commiicee which 
was put off due to the change 
of government in Jordan. 
Also on the agenda are 
means to stimulate bilateral 
trade and the sale of Egyp- 
tian gas to Jordan in addition 
to the reduction of tariffr on 
Jordanian and Egyptian 
goods arriving through the 
Suez Canal and Aqaba port. 

In addition, he said, the 
two leaders would discuss the 
sufferings of the Iraqi people 
and the Syrian-lsraeli peace 
negotiations. 

Mr. Hamdi said that Jor- 
dan’s relations with Egypt 
were strong and could not ^ 
affected by past differences. 
He said that any attempt to 
raise contradictions between 
Egyptian and Jordanian roles 
in the Middle East would be 
like fishing in muddy waters 
because rivalry between the 
two countries was non- 
existent. He said that the two 
countries' relations and roles 
complement one another. 


Water sharing accord 
initialled in Oslo 


By Amy Henderson 
with news dispatches 

AMMAN — Jordanian, 
Palestinian and Israeli nego- 
tiators Monday initialled an 
■agreement on water sharing 
in Oslo, a Norwegian official 
announced Tuesday. 

The agreement, signed dis- 
creetly Tuesday afternoon, is 
the first regional agieemenc 
for water sharing to be 
accepted since the parties be- 
gan water negotiations two 
years ago as part of the multi- 
bterai working group on wa- 


ter resources, sponsored by 
the Norwegian foreign minis- 
try. 

It was signed at the expert 
level by Qusay Qutaishat, 
head of the Jordan Valley 
Authority, for Jordan, Riadh 
Al Miudary for the Palesti- 
nian Authority and Avraham 
Katz-Oz for Israel. 

The agreement was in- 
tended to outline principles 
for cooperation on existing 
supplies and new sources, 
such as plants for desalinating 

(Contiaued on page 7) 


^Syria shuns Iraq’s 
bid for open borders’ 


CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — Syria 
has turned down u request 
from the Iraqi government to 
reopen its border with Iraq, 
signalling unwillingness to 
normalise relations with its 
Arab rival, Arab diplomats 
said Tuesday. 

The diplomats said the re- 
quest was made during talks 
this week in the Syrian capital 
Damascus between Iraqi and 
Syrian experts seeking a com- 
mon strategy in a water dis- 


pute with Turkey. 

The diplomats, who in- 
sisted on anonymity, said 
Baghdad suggested that 
Damascus open the border at 
least for visiting Iraqi technic- 
al teams. 

They said Syria rejected 
the idea for fear Iraq would 
seek a permanent border 
arrangement. 

The Iraqi water experts 
currently in Damascus 

iContinued on page 7) 



SCENE FROM OSCAR NOMINEE: Gemma JonesJSmilie Francois and Emma 
Thompson and (seated) Kate Winslet in a scene from the film “Sense and 
Sensibility" based on the Jane Austen novel. The film received a nomination for 
Best Picture, Thompson a nomination for Best Actress and Winslet a nomination 
for Best Supporting Actress when the Academy of Motion Picture .\rts and 
Sciences announced its Oscar nominations Tuesday (Reuters photo) 


Israel proposes 50- year 
schedule for return of 
displaced Palestinians 


CAIRO (AFP) — Nracl hai 
proposed allowing Palebii- 
nians displ.iced in’ the 19o7 
war to return lu the West 
Bank and Gazu ai u rate of 
4.000 a year. Egyptian offi- 
cials said Tuesday as Israeli 
and .■\rab experts met here lo 
discuss their fate. 

Israel estimates the num- 
ber of displaced Palestinians 
at 20U.(KI0. meaning their re- 
patriation would take half a 
century to complete at the 
proposed rate. 

"The Israelis divide the 
displaced Palestinians into 
eight categories and accept 
the return of four of those 
categories for humaniiarian 
reasons, at the rate of-4.U(Kl 
per year.” an Egyptian fore- 
ign ministry sources said. 

Delegates from Israel. Jor- 
dan. Egypt and the Paiesii- 
nian National .Authoriiv be- 
gan in Cairo Tuesday the 
seventh session of a commit- 
tee tasked with arranging the 
return of "displaced" Palesti- 
nians. or those who lost their 
homes in the June 19t>7 war. 

Previous meetings have 
been dominated hy wrangling 
over the definition c’f "dis- 
placed" and. therefore, the 
number who have the right m 
return under seit-rule .iccords 


signed by the Jewish state 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation |PLO). 

The Palestinians put the 
figure at around MHI.UIMI and 
say their number has swelled 
io 1.5 million together with 
their dependents. 

The ministry sources said 
Israel had agreed to the re- 
turn of four categories of 
displaced Palestinians: 

— Those who wtere outside 
the Palestinian lerritorics at 
the time of the 19b7 war. 

— Those who could not 
renew iheir Israeli permits 
fur residence in the territories 
because they were abroad. 

— Those who fled the ter- 
ritories in 1967. 

— Those who left the West 
Bank and Gaza in (he second 
half of 1967 to join relatives 
outside the lerritories. 

But Israel refused the re- 
turn of those "who commu- 
ted anti-lsrueli attacks or 
have files with Israelis secur- 
ity services." the source said. 

The Jewish state also rules 
out the return of "those who 
once lived in East Jerusalem, 
those who lived on land ci'm- 
fisc.itcd for Jewish seitle- 
menis. :ind refugees from 
I94.V who settled in the terri- 
tories arid then fled them in 


1967." the source added. 

The Palestinians divide the 
displaced into "three categor- 
ies totalling approximaielv 
SlHl.LKJO people." the PLO 
representative to the Arab 
League Mohammad Sobeih 
(Old" AFP. 

The three categories are 
"those who were outside the 
lerritories ut the time of thei 
1967 war, those displaced”bv 
(he war. and those whose 
residence permits for the 
West Bank and G .nyX . have 
since expired." Mr. Sobeih 
said. 

Palestinians with homes in 
the West Bank or Guza must 
renew their Israeli residence 
permits every six months or 
be banned from re-entering 
the lerniories. 

The committee on the dis- 
placed decided on Tuesday to 
ctealo a sub-committee to ex- 
amine the sources of each 
side's Statistics, Egyptian De- 
puity Foreign Minister Badr 
Hamam told journalists. 

I'l.icl seized the West 
Bank in 1967, along with 
-Arab East Jerusalem which it 
then .mnexed. h also capr'' 
lured the Gaza Strip 
Egypt. 
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League: Israel conspiring 


to stall aid to Palestinians 


CAIRO (AFP) The Arab 
League accused Israel of 
asking donor countries to 
stall in providing economic 
aid to the Palestinians, in a 
report released on Tuesday. 

“Israel is showing a policy 
different from its public poli- 
cy of asking donor countries 
to provide aid to the Palesti- 
nian authority,” said the re- 
pon. presented to journalists 
'by De^cy Secretary General. 
Said Kama!. 

Instead. “Israel has aisked 
donor countries in secret to 
delay in providing this aid.” 
the report said. 

In October 1993. donors 
pledged a S3.4-bilHon aid 
package over five years to 
help the Palestinians estab- 
lish self-rule, but only a frac- 
' tion of the amount has been 


provided since. 

The report condemned 
Israel for “failing to respect 
accords signed with the 
Palestinians and failure to 
stick to timetables” set out in 
the agreements. 

It cited Israel's “stalling in 
the release of Palestinian 
prisoners according to sche- 
dule.” 

The Jewish state “has 
avoided widening the area of 
the fself-rule) region of 
Jericho, as a^eed by (former 
Prime Minister) Yitzhak* 
Rabin, and reviewing** an 
agreement for economic 
cooperation signed by Israel 
and the PLO in May 1994. 

The report also denounced 
“continuing statements con- 
cerning Jerusalem and the 
(Jewish) settlements” in the 


Palestinian territories, whose 
fate is still to be determined 
in final status talks in Mav. 


Israel has also stopped 
work OR a promised “security 
passage” linking the self-rule 
areas of the West Bank to 
Gaza, the report said. 

Mr. Kama! condemned 
Israel's latest closure of the 
West Bank and Gaza, 
ordered Monday, as an 
attempt by the Jewish state to 
establish “milita^ control” 
over the Palestinian territor- 
ies. The league “condemns 
the steps which Israeli 
occupation forces have taken 
to close the West Bank and 
Gaza." he said. 

Mr. Kama) added: “The 
main reason . for such an 
oppressive policy seems to be 


to give the Palestinian people 
the feeling that what hi^ been 
achieved (in self-rule 
' accords) is nothing but a 
• dream.** The closure of the 
territories suggests that 
Palestinian autonomy “is no 
more than a temporary stage 
which will lead Isniei once 
more to imposing military 
control over Palestinian 
lands," he said. 


“The Palestinian Authority 
has the responsJb|ii^ to make 
swift contact with Arab coun- 
tries and with the patrons of 
the peace process to expc^ 
these practices,'* be said. 

Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres defended the clo- 
sure. saying it came after 
reports that militants were 
preparing anti-Israeli attacks. 


Israel plans thousands of 


new homes on West Bank 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
VAFP'I — The Israeli govern- 
ment is planning to build 
housing for thousands more 
Jewish senlers on the West 
Bank, officials said Tuesday, 
in a move likely to infuriate 
to Yasser Arafat's self-rule 
authority. 

The housing ministry said 
the plan was to biiild 5.500 
additional housing units, 
mostly in “the greater Jeru- 
salem area." 

**I will continue building 
around Jerusalem... and on 
each parcel of land where 
construction is possible." 
Housing Minister Benjamin 
Ben-Eliezer said in a state- 
ment. 

*'Wc are committed to 
strengthening our capital, 
whidt will always be unified, 
by enlarging the surrounding 
towns." he said. 

Mr. Ben-Eliezer told Israel 
Radio that he had discussed-, 
the plans with Mr. Arafat but 
did not elaborate on the 


Palestinian leader's reaction. 

The issue of some 140.000 
Jewish settlers living in the 
West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip is one of the most diffi- 
cult questions facing Israeli 
and Palestinian negotiators 
when they begin talks on the 
final status of the Palestinian 
territories in May. 

There was no immecUate 
reaction from Mr. Arafat's 
office. 

But three other ministers 
in the Labour Party govern- 
ment protested over the plan- 
ned settlement expansion. 
Israel Radio said. 

It said Environment Minis- 
ter Yossi Sarid. Cqmmunica- 
rion Minister Shulamit Aloni 
and Yossi Beilin, minister in 
charge of the peace process, 
complained that the propos- 
als did not conespond to the 
government's peace policies. 

The English-language daily 
the Jerusalem Post reported 
Tuesday that the govern- 


ment’s inter-ministerial com- 
mittee on settlements would 
meet for the first time in 
nearly a year on Feb. 25 to 
approve the new building. 

Meetings on the issue have 
been announced on several 
occasions in the past, only to 
be cancelled. 


ment. under the late Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, slap- 
ped a paaial freeze on con- 
struction in Jewish settle- 
ments when it came to power 
in 1992. but the move did not 
cover towns around Jeru- 
salem. 


Benny Kashriel. mayor of 
the settlement of Maale Adu- 
mim Just east of Jerusalem 
said the committee would 
consider plans to build 3,000 
additional housing units in 
the town. 

Five hundred units are also 
planned for the Gush Etzion 
group of settlements south of 
Bethlehem and 1.000 each 
for Beitar, also near Beth- 
lehem. and ICyriat Sefer. 
northwest of Jerusalem, Mr. 
Kashriel said. 

‘ "The government does not 
want to be accused of halting 
construction in Greater Jeru- 
salem," he said. 

The Labour Party govem- 


The future of Jerusalem, 
which both Palestinians and 
Israelis claim as their capital, 
looks set to be one of the 
central themes of the cam- 
paign for Israeli elections 
scheduled for late May or 
early June. 

Benjamin Netanyahu, 
leader of the right-wing 
oppo^tion Likud Party, repe- 
atedly accused Labour Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres of 
planning- to hand 'the Arab 
eastern sector of Jerusalem 
over to Palestinian control in 
the final status. 

Mr. Peres repeated on 
Monday that Labour remains 
committed to a untfted. 
Israeli Jerusalem. 


ARAB MAN WITHHELD AT PALESTINIAN DEMO: An Israeli Border policeman holds back Fatetiman ^moD- 
strators from reaching Rachel’s Tbmb Toesday. Dozens of re^doits protested against Israel’s building of a new 
secority wall outside the tomb of the BiWcal matriarch wtudi wBl narrow the road by hitf (Reiters photo) 


49 candidates for 
Sudanese presidency 


KHARTOUM (R| — 
Forty-nine candidates in- 
cluding the incumbent, 
Lieutenant-General Omar 
Hassan At Bashir, are 
standing in next month's 
presidential elections, the 
chairman of the election 
commission said. 


ston by 
added. 


Wednesday, he 


The list of 49 includes 
university lecturers and a 
‘security adviser to former 
Prime Minister Sadeq A1 
Mahdi. 


The chairman, Abdel 
Moneim Al Zein Al Nahas. 
said on state television 
Monday that eight other 
candidates had been dis- 
qualified because they did 
not meet the necessary con- 
ditions.' 


But political sources say 
General Bashir, who seized 
power in 19&9,‘ is the only 
candidate with a good 
chance of winning. 


In the next stage of the 
election preiiminaries, the 
candidates must present 
identity cards, proof of 
good conduct and other 
documents to the commis- 


Gen. Bashir was the 
fourth candidate to join the 
race. Most of the others 
joined after the deadline for 
nominations was extended 
by three days. 

The voting will take place 
March 6 and 7 and the 
results will start coming out 
March 20. 



meets 



team 


DAMASCUS (AFP) Sy- 
rian President Hafez Al 
Assad met a European Union 
delegation on Tuesday to dis- 
cuss a future association 
accord between his country 
and the EU as part of the 
Middle East peace process, 
:officials said. 

The EU Troika delegation, 
.made up of the immediate 
past, present and future pres- 
idents of the 15-nation bloc, 
was led by Italian Foreign* 
Minister Susanna Agnelli, 
whose country currently 
holds the revolving presiden-. 
:cy. 

She told reporters before 
going into the meeting that 


the Troika' had'lldrrie "(6 'find 
out about developments in 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess in order to help prog- 
ress," 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouq Al Sharag was also at 
the meeting, Syrian .officials 
said. 

The delegation, which is 
also due to visit Israel 
Wednesday, was expmted to 
discuss the "modalities and 
legal aspects" of an assoda- 
tion accord after the land- 
mark European-. 
Mediterranean summit held 
in November in Barcelona. 

"We want Syria to commit 
itself to an association 


acrofd" which* would ne^si- 
tate a speeding up of econo- 
mic reforms, a diplomat said. 

Israeli and Syrian foreign 
ministers were tempted to sit 
down for the time together in 
public for several years at the 
Barcelona summit, which 
grouped EU member states 
with the countries bordering 
the Mediterranean basin. 

The EU is hoping to play a 
wider role in Israeli-Syrian 
peace negotiations which are 
taking place under the au- 
spices of the United States. 

Israel and Syria are due to 
resume their peace negotia- 
tions in the United States 
Feb. 2S. 


Lebanon’s schoolteachers strike 


BEIRUT (R) — Some 
800,000 Lebanese students 
were idled on Tbesday when 
Lebanon's 70,000 school- 
teachers staged a one-day' 
strike to midte the govern- 
ment meet dieir pay de- 
mands. 

The teachers have also 
threatened a two-day stop- 
page starting Feb. 27 if tte 
government does not re- 
spond. The strike closed pub- 
' lie and private sdiools across 
Lebanon. . 

The teadiers are deman- 
£ng die implementation of 
payscale changes the govem- 


ment agr^d in July but has 
not ^ sign^ mto law and 
help in establishing a "mutual 
aid" fund for teasers and a 
sodal and recreational dub. 


Some 1,600 teachers at the 
state-run Lebanese Univeiri- 
ty go on strike on Wednesday 
to force the government to 
meet long-standing demands 
for reinstatement of the uni- 
verrity's advisory coondl and 
full tenure for contract staff. 

But dw university teadiers 
called off a planned sit-in 
outside Prime hfinister Rafik 
Al Hariri's office after die 
billionaire premier promised 


to look into some of their 
demands. 

Trade unions and reposi- 
tion groups have called a 
general strike and street pro- 
tests Feb. 29, which they 
have declared "a national day 
for defending public free- 
doms. democracy and daily 
bread.” 


The General Labour Con- 
federation fCGTL) Is deman- 
ding a 76 per cent pay rise for 
dw public and private sec- 
tors, a price freeze and 
dwbling. the monthly mini- 
mum wage of £250,000 
($157). 


‘Afghanistan rebel leaders 
prepare for more fighting 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — 
While Afghanistan’s war- 
ring rebel leaders were try- 
ing to negotiate a peace 
agreement in Pakistan, back 
home on the btotlefield tb^ 
were preparing for more 
fighting. Former Prime 
Minister Golbuddin 

Hekmatyar Tuesday. 

Mt Hekmatyar predeted 
heavy fighting against 
Taliban religious fighters in 
the western city of Herat 
and against President 
Bmtaouddin Rabbaoi’s 
troops around the belea- 
.guei^ Afghan capital of 
Kabul. 

**] can tell you there are 
pre p aiati cns for an attack in 
beiat . . . Already there is 
some fighting there,” Mr. 
Hekmatyar told reponers at 
the end of peace talks in 
Pakistan with bis rebel 
rivals. 

“There is also prepara- 
tions for fighting around 
KabuL" he 

For the past several days 
top Afghan rebel leaders, 
including Mr Hekmatyar 
and Afghanistan's pow^ful .. 
Uzbek warlord Rashid 
Dostum, have been meeting 


in P^stan to try to cement 
an alliance against Mr. 
Rabbani, their aedaenemy in 
Kabul. 

Mr. Hekmatyar said the 
rebel leaders were trying to 
bring the Taliban religious 
fighters into the opposition 
alliance, but so far they 
have resisted 

Meanwhile in the oortbem 
Paldstan city of Peshawar. 
Mr. Dostum warned Mr. 
Rabbani against egression 
aimed at any of his wairfog 
rivals. 

“Any attack by Rabbani 
on any one of the opposition 
groups will be considered 
an attack on all the groups.'” 
Mr. Dostum said.' 

Several rebel factions 
oppose Mr. Rabbani's 
regime and have indepen- 
dently or in alliances fought 
to topple the government. 

Mr. Dostum said he was 
in Pakistan at the invitation 
of the Pakistan government, 
who sponsored peace talks 
between rebel le^rs. 

*Tbese talks have yielded 
a few positive steps," be 
said 

Most key opposition 
groups agreed to form a 


governing council, or sboia, 
to orchestrate their moves 
together. 

The rebel opposition 
forces have been governed 
by a luling council in the 
past that in recent months 
bad splintered due to oppos- 
ing views. 

“No individual contacts 
with Rabbani will be per- 
mitted everything must go 
through the sbura,Mr. 
Dostum said 

Mr. Dostum, a former 
geueraJ in Afghanistan's 
erstwhile communist army, 
also warned the Taliban to 
■ drop their ambitions of rul- 
ing the country sin^e-band- 
edly. 

“No one group can rule 
Afghanistan,” Mr. Dostum 
said. 

Since throwing out the 
communists in 1992 rival 
rebel groups have turned 
their guns on each other in 
successive bids for power. 

Ideologically they all are 
’ demanding ,an Islamic gov- 
ernment but they cannot 
agree on who should partic- 
ipate in this govenuoeot. 




Muslim World’s 
leading personalities 
flock to Mecca 


iincei^ 
jstribi' 


MECCA. Saudi Arabia 
(AFP) — From Pakistani 
leader Benazir Bhutto to 
the Sultan of Brunei, any- 
one who is in the Muslim 
world is in Mecca making a 
mini pilgrimage during the 
Holy Month of Ramadan. 

The heads of state of 
many Islamic countries 
have been flocking to the 
holy city, using the Omra, 
the visit to Islam's holiest 
sites outside of the official 
pilgrimage period, as a way 
of meeting other nations' 
leaders informally. 

Saudi Arabia's acting rul- 
er, Crown Prince AbdaDah 
Ibn. Abdul Aziz, who Rke 


guest palaces near the 
Kabaa, Islam's most vener- 
ated building traditionally 
held to have been built by 
Abraham. 

Their visits to the grey 
stone cube, draped with a 
black curtain, and their 
other movements in the 
city are carefully organised 
by the Saudi authorities. 

According to the Koran, 
.all Muslims with sufficient 
means have to make the 
full pilgrimage or hajj — 
which lasts several days and 
takes place this year at the 
end of April — at least 
once in their lifetimes. 
i But attOrding to a dec- 


most of the country's leadp- laratiotc by the Prophet 
«rs spends, the last 10 days.'il’ |4ohammad, the Omra can 


of Ramadan in Mecca, has 
been receiving foreign visi- 
tors. 

King Fahd. who handed 
temporary control of the 
kingdom to the crown 
prince Jan. 1, is too sick to 
receive visitors since suffer- 
ing what diplomats said was 
a blood clot on the brain in 
November, but 'is also en- 
joying his habitual sojourn 
in the city. 

Of the foreign leaders. 
Ms. Bhutto left on Monday 
after visiting Mecca and the 
second holiest city of Medi- 
na. following on the heels 
.of Pakistan's President 
Farooq Leghari. 

The Suitan of Brunei, 
Hassan Balki. one of the 
richest men in the world, 
was also carrying out his 
religious duty, as was Li- 
byan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi's wife Safia, to 
name but a few. 

Last weekend Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
and His Majesty King Hus- 
sein were in Mecca, ^'e- 
men's President All Abdul- 
lah Saleh and Lebanese 
Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri are expected l^fore 
the end of Ramadan. 

The VIPs among the esti- 
mated SOO.IXK) foreign pil- 
grims here for the pilgrim- 
age are housed in luxurious. 








(fount as’ a 'pilgrimage if it i - 
takes place during Rama- ' 
dan. 

Thus. Mecca, a city ban- 
ned to non-Muslims, is 
swamped with thousands of 
pilgrims hoping to make a 
quick trip and avoid the 
intense heat and huge 
crowds that accompany the 
hajj. The streets are 
choked, the hotels and 
apartment blocks foil. 

"Since the start of Rama- 
dan. we have organised up 
to 23 extra flights per day 
•and we have already car- 
ried 100.000 people," 
Mamduh Abdul Qader. 
director of EgyptAir's 
office in the nearby city of 
Jeddah, told AFP. 

At least another 50.000 
Egyptians have arrived by 
land or sea. he said. A 
further 25,000 Turks have 
.arrived since the start of 
Ramadan as well as 5.0(}0 
Iranians, according to di-, 
plomats. 

On Friday up to two mil- 
lion people, including 
Saudis, are expected to the 
city for the Night of Des-. 
tiny (Lailat Al C)adr). 
marking the sian of the 
revelation of the Koran, 
.when pious Muslims spend 
the night worshipping and 
their wishes can be 
granted. 
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14:00 The Flinistoncs 

tMO Sp^ Racer 

I4:re Bill Nye the Sdcticc Guy 

I5;20 lilamic AntiquilMsinJordan. 

16:00 Drama — Okavango 

17:00 

Doc. — Plancic En Equation 
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19:15 
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'|9:30 News Headlines 

|l9d5 .. Comedy — EveningStnde 
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^.2$ HawaiPne-^ 

,21:10 
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Too Soon- 

;22:00 News in English 
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23:20 The Silk Road 

00:30 Second Tbou^its 
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04:58 I^jr 
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14;5g *Asr 

17:24 Maghreb 

18:42 *sba 
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771331. 
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Amman 
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Aqaba 12/22 

Des^ 5/ 16 

Jordan Valley 12^21 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Riinda Shahifi 995I7U 

Khalifch pharmacy, 9 k^|7 


HOSPITALS 


FOR IHE TRAVELLER 
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Yesterday's high tcmpcraiurcs: 
Amman 19 Aqaba 26. Humidity 
reading: Amman ^1 per ecni. 
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USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 
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the northern and eeninU pans of 
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In Aqaba, dusty weather coiidi- 
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^ Princess Basina 'Aiesday visits residents of Bushra. Kufur Assad s*s part of her checking on the progress of 

*^lesiinia|, ^ Ramadan Charity Campaign to help the underprivileged families in the Kingdom (Petra photo) 

“““'fsplil' 

Princess Basma tours Bushra, Kufur Assad; 
Wid’s distributes food to 300 needy families 
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IRBID (Petra) — Checking 
on the progress of the annu- 
al Ramadan Charity Cam- 
paign, Her Royal Highness 
Princess Basma Tuesday 
visited the towns of Bushra 
and Kuiiir Assad in libid 
Govemoratc where she 
supervised the di.stribution 
of food supplies to 300 
needy families ^m both 
towns and their surround- 
ing villages. 

In meetings in both 




lovi ns the Princess said the 
Queen .Alia Fund for Sixtial 
Oevelopmcni {Q.AF'i will 
pursue its drive to collect 
donations for the poc*r 
through the end of the huly 
inooih of fasting 

She said she will continue 
to tour rural and poor areas 
of Uve country in a show of 
solidarity wi^ the msidenis 
of those areas. 

'Phe charity campaign, 
Princess Basma said, is an 


embodiment of the noble 
meanings of fasting during 
Riunaiian and a mamfesia- 
lion of solidarity with the 
needy. She said she very 
much appreciated (he gen- 
erous contributions of citi- 
zens and iastituiions. 

Irbid Governor Eid 
Qatameh and other digna- 
tories, including parliament 
members of the Irbid dis- 
trict and beads of govern- 
mem depanmenis, were 
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PRINCESS SARVATH ATTENDS RAMADAN EVENING; Her Royal Highne,ss 
Princess Sarvatb Ibesday attends a Ramadan function organised by the Young 
Women’s Muslim Association in cooperation with several Arab and Islamic 
embassies in Amman. The function included art shows, competitions and auctions 
whose proceeds will benefit projects to rehabilate handiicapped persons sponsored 
by the association. Attending the function along with Princess Sarvath were the 
wives of the prime minister, the Royal Court chief, imnislers and ambassadors 
(Petra photo) 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


I King honours Princess Alia 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday conferred A1 Nahda Medal 
upon Her Royal Highness Pmcess Alia in appreciation of her eftons in social and 
humanitarian fields. 

Prince Ra’d attends iftar 

Mad ABA (Petra) — Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid Tuesday attended on 
iftar hosted by the Jordanian Club for the Special Sports Federation at the Social Ser- 
vices Centre's hall. Prince Ra’d thanked citizens for their support for the handicapped 
and called for strengthening toe role of voluntary societies in serving them. 

Muasha; Otoum HignMs turning Petra into corporation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Information Minister Marwan Muasher Tuesday visited the Jor- 
danian News Agency, Petra, where be met with its Director General Abdullah Oioum 
and toured toe agency’s various sections. .Mr. Otoum briefed Dr. Muasher on the 
agency's work, achievements and projects aimed at upgrading toe agency's perfor- 
mance. Hie two also discussed toe possibility of transforming Pein into a corporation. 

Call issued to watch for new moon 

AMMAN (Pecfii) — The chief islamic justice Monday called on the public to begin 
watdting for toe new moon on Sunday evening which would mark toe end of Ramadan 
and the beginning of toe month of Shawal in toe Hijri calendar. The new moon mark.s 
toe first day of Eid A1 Fitr. If toe new moon is spotted it should be reported to the 
Sharia Coun. 
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■Jordan 

^criticises 

Israel 

(CoQtiDued from page 1) 
Israel would negatively 
'8ffea Jordan’s economy 
' 80d enable Israel to domin- 
v'ate the Jordanian markets. 
* “Jordan has achieved 


very positive gains through 
its trade agreement with 
Israel," said Or. Awadal- 
lah adding that certain 
Jordanian commodities 
have been exempted of cus- 
toms duty by idO per cent, 
and others by 50 per cent. 
He said that Jordan in ex- 
change has offered Israel 
exemptions not exceeding 
10 per cent. He said de- 
mand on Israeli goods in 
Jordan would depend on 
several factors including 
price and quality. 

Dr. Awadallah said the 


Jordan-lsracI peace treaty 
would reflect positively on 
the Jordanian economy. 

“Before the treaty* we 
were not able to discus.s 
regional projects and were 
not able to conduct 
Jordanian-Palcstinian trade 
exchanges or carry out de- 
velopment projects in the 
Jordan Rift Valley or open 
avenues for regional coop- 
eration, or new markets or 
stimulate tourism or 
embark on major regional 

telecommunications 

schemes." 


present ,ii the meetings and 
:iceoinp:uiied IMncess 
f)asm:i on her tours. 

During (he visit, the head 
of il'al village presented 
Princess Ba.smu with a 
locally-made silver dagger 
as u token of appreciation 
for ail her humanitarian 
effuns and concern for the 
undeiprivileged of Jordan. 


WHAT'S 

GOING 

ON 

TAFILEH 

CULTURAL 

DAY 

* Cultural Day by 
Tafileh Cultural 
IDirectorate at the 
Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

FILM 

"Prime Suspect," 
Part J[I, at the 
British Council at 
7:00 p.m. 

LITERARY 

EVENING 

* Poetry readings , 
by Joseph Hug- 

I gins, including 
I selective interpre- 
tive readings of 
poems by famous 
African-American 
poets at the Amer- 
ican Center at 8:00 
p.m. 

PLAY 

"Ramadan Super- 
market/' (in Ara- 
bic) at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 
8:00 p.m. 


He said ihe demarcation 
of the common border with 
isruel and (he restoration 
of Jordanian lerriiory and 
water rights were major 
achievements of the treaty. 

in implementation of the 
transport agreement be- 
tween Jordan and Israel 
direct flights between the 
two sides will start in April 
at [he rate of five weekly 
flights from each side, .said 
Awadallah adding that 
technical arrangements 
have been finalised for the 
commencement of the 


Jordan, lATA agree to establish 
regional office in Amman 


AM.MAN (Petra) — Visit- 
ing Director General of toe 
Iniemattonal Air Transport 
Association (IaTA) Pierre 
Jeunnol Tuesday met with 
Minister of Truas'pon Nass- 
er Lawzi and reviewed sev- 
end issues penaioing to toe 
air transport industry and 
toe development of air 
transport in toe Middle 
Ea.sl. 

The lAT.A chief, who 
arrived here .Monday on a 
tw'o-day visit to Jordan, dis- 
cussed with the minister the 
establishment of on lATA 
regional office in Amman 
arid preparations for 
lAT.A's genera] conference 
due to ^ held in Amman 
early next year. 

Mr. Lawzi expressed Jor- 
dan's appreciation to IATA 
for its deci.sion on the 
regional office and wel- 
comed the convening of its 
conference here, expressing 
Jordan's readiness to pro- 
vide the necessary facilities 
10 en.sure its success. 

Hie two .sides agreed to 
sign a memorandum of 
understanding on the estab- 
lishment i.f l.ATA’s Middle 


r 
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Minister of Transport Nasser Lawzi Ibesday meets with visiting i AT.A Director Gen- 
eral Pierre Jeannol (Petra photo) 


East regional centre in Jor- 
dan. 

Established in 1945, (he 


Monireal-based l.AT.A 
svives to promote safe, reg- 
ular and economic air trans- 


port, and foster air com- 
merce and intemaiional air 
!ranspc»n collaboration. 


Ministry study shows drop in numbers 
of Jordanians working in Arab countries 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Labour Tues- 
day released results of a 
labour market study which 
showed that 200.00U Jorda- 
nians currently are 
employed in other Arab 
counuies. 

According to toe study, 
which measured the num- 
ber of Jordanians working 
alH-oad. rea.sons for their 
migration and the situation 
of toe local labour market, 
277,000 Jordanians wens 
employed in toe Arab coun- 
tries between 1987 .and . 
JI993. ' i 1 

The study s^d' 7i,0b0 r 
Jordanians are employed in 


non-Arab countries. includ- 
ing European states, the 
U.S., Canada and Australia 

.According to toe min- 
istry's secretary general. 
Saleh Tarawneh, uneip- 
ploymeni in Jordon is toe 
major reason for such emi- 
gration. 

Mr. Tarawneh added that 
the numbers are continuing 
to rise with toe graduation 
of increasing numbers of 
school and college students 
each year. 

According to toe study, 
there wens at l^t ^85,338 r 
non-J^^danian jvQfkers 
Jordan at toe end of 1995. 

Earlier this week Minister 


of Labour .Abdul Hafez 
Shakhanbeh said be asked 
concerned government 
authorities to stop issuing 
residency permits to non- 
Jordanian workers unless 
they have acquired work 
permits in advance, 
approved by his ministry. 

The ministiy is worUng 
on measures to help 
achieve balance in the 
labour market. 

Those measures include 
limiting the numbers of 
non-Jordanian workers in 
toe Kingdom. . 
v.^tegording; to.jJie. min- 
isuy’s study, 34.29 per cent 
toe non-Jordanians are 


employed in the .services 
sector, such as in hotels and 
restaurants. 

It said non-Jordanian 
workers in domestic ser- 
vice account for 27.S5 per 
cent of that sector, and 
those working in bakeries 
were estimated at 2.6 per 
cent of toe total number of 
bakery employees. 

At toe end of 1995. 95,164 
non-Jordanian workers bad 
complied with a Ministry of 
Labour ^ deadline 
obtained 'toe. pernms 
‘required to connoue to stay 
in Jordan. / 


Shbeilat’s case being dealt with according 
to law, Dugbmi says after meeting at JBA 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Jus- 
tice Abdul Karim Dughmi Tuesday 
s^d toe case of Jordan Engineers 
Association (JEA) President Leith 
Shbeiiat, currently under detention 
awaiting trial for allegedly slandering 
Their Majesties King Hussein and 
Queen Noor and HRH Crown Prince 
Hasson, is being dealt with by court 
according to Jordanian law. 

Following a meeting with Vice- 
President of toe Jordan Bar Associa- 
tion (JBA) Ziad Khasawneh in toe 
presence of Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and Former JBA Pres- 
ident Kamal Nasser who is now min- 
ister of social developmeoL Mr. 
Dughmi said there are no violations of 
regular court procedures in toe case. 

Mr. Dughmi said ihe prime minis- 
ter’s meeting with Mr. Khasawneh 
“was a translation of toe royal letter of 
designation*’ to Mr. Kaborid's govern- 
ment, stressing that toe government is 
serious in being open to as.sociaiions 
and hearing all views. He said the 
govenment will hear and study all toe 
JBA’s demands. 

Mr. Khasawneh, meanwhile, 
stressed the need (o ameixl the associ- 
ation’s bylaws and finding means to 
reduce unemployment among 
lawyers. 

He also highlight toe importance of 
safeguarding democracy and protect- 
ing public freedoms. 

JEA elections 

On Friday, aboui 12.600 engineers 
are expected to cast ballous in toe elec- 
tions of Ihe Jordanian Engineers Asso- 
ciation (JEA), and association sources 
said tout incumbeoi president Leith 
Shubeilat stands a good chance of 
retaining his seat. 

The engineers, expected to vote in 
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Prime Minister A bdul Karim Kabariti Ibesday visits the Jordan Bar .Asso- 
ciation where he is welcomed by JBA officials (Petra photo) 


Ammon. Irbid. Karak. Ma’an, 
Zarqa.and .Aqaba will elea a presi- 
dent, vice president and council mem- 
bers. 

In all, eight candidates are runing for 
president, six for vice president and 17 
for .seats on the JE.A council. 

JEA sources said that Shbeilat has a 
good chance to win toe majority of 
votes as president of the association . 

Among those running for toe vice 
presidency are members of toe Islam- 
ic Action From, and according to toe 
JEA law toe council has toe power to 
elect toe vice president as president if 
toe latter’s seat remains vacant 

The association groups nearly30 000 
registered e'ngineers but only those 


who had paid their subscription fees to 
the assocation for 1996 and toe previ- 
ous years will be able to vote in toe 
coming election ..Accoording to a 

Professional Association Complex 
source the elections will be held if 
there is a quorum otherwise another 
round will be held next Friday 

The enginers were given 15 days 
between Jan 36 and Feb S to pay their 
subscription fees to toe assocation 's 
secretariat in order to be come eligible 
for voting . 

Engineer Mansour Shammout has 
been appointed head of a higher cen- 
iral committee for toe elections which 
will be convened in Amman 


flights. 

Dr. Awadallah referred 
to a study on the construc- 
tion of a new international 
airport in Aqaba saying 
that the airport would be- 
nefit Jordan as well us 
Israel. He said that the 
study is expected to be 
finalised in May adding 
that Ihe, airport vnll bear 
Ihe name of the Peace Air; 
port and will offer services 
to ull countries. 

Dr. Awadallah said that 
the Jordanian economy 
now has a chance, for 


growth “especially through 
the on-going economic re- 
form programme, the gov- 
ernment's declared policy 
of giving the private sector 
a greater role." He also 
said that Jordan was bound 
to reach an economic, 
cultural and security part- 
nership agTeemem with the 
European Union which u*ill 
email among other things 
the creation of a free irade 
zone. 

Jordan has applied for 
merqbership in the World 
Trade Organisation and the 


Kingdom is holding talks 
with neighbouring Arab 
countries with the purpose 
of reaching agreement on 
creating free trade zones, 
he said. Such endeavour 
will contribute towards 
creating equitable develop- 
mental and economic bases 
among the Arab countries, 
he added. 

Dr. Awadallah empha- 
sised the importance of 
activating the role of the 
private sector in the coming 
stage and said that the pri- 
vate sector was expected to 


contribute more in the con- 
struction. investments and 
production. 

He said the government 
“is determined to promote 
investments through creat- 
ing the right climate for 
investors from Jordan and 
abroad by enacting further 
laws to achieve that pur- 
pose.” 

He recalled that the par- 
liament has endorsed a 
package of laws on invest- 
ment promotion, ending 
Ihe economic boycott with 
Israel and the income tax. 
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As troops mass, China 


blames Taiwan for tension 


BEIJING (R) — Tensions 
between Taiwan and China 
stepped up Tuesday as 
Taipei ordered its 
on high aiot in pieparadon 
for war games by mainland 
troops which are seen 
brushing closer to the island 
than ever before. 

In Beijing. China repeated 
charges that Taiwan was to 
blame for recent tensions 
between the two. 

Taiwan said its armed 
forces were put on height- 
ened alen even though a 
People’s Liberation Army 
deployment along China's 
east coast, put at some 
150,000 troops, was smaller 
than some reports bad pre- 
dicfed. 

order to ensure that 
people can pass the 
(Chinese New Year) holiday 
period in peace, units from 
the three branches of the 
armed forces tue strength- 
ening alertness." the Taiwan 
Defence Ministry said. 

Taiwan would guard 
against any provocation by 
the '‘enemy", a ministiy 
statement said. 

‘The strength of the com- 
bined forces does not 


exceed 150,000 so the 
nimour of 400,000 troops is 
an exaggeration," Taiwan 
Defence Minister Oiiang 
Chung-Ling was quoted by 
a spokesman as saying in 
Taipei. 

Mr. Chiang said China 
bad airlifted troops into 
provinces near Taiwan and 
increased air s tr ength by 88 
warplanes to a to^ of 276 
at 11 airports along the 
south east coast. 

Taiwanese authorities 
would not venture a date for 
the exercises — seen in 
Taiwan as iotimidatioD 
before a March 23 presiden- 
tial election — but Mr. 
Chiang said they were like- 
ly to brush closer to the 
islaiKl than any before. 

Beijing has regarded 
Taiwan as a renegade 
province since 1949 when 
the Nationalists, defeated by 
the Cormnunists in a civil 
war, took refuge on the 
isla^ 

Decades of military hos- 
tilities gave way in the 
1980s to economic and cul- 
tural detente and broad 
uDoftirial contacts, but ten- 
sions have soared in recent 


months with China aUegiog 
that Taipei was seeking to 
make its de facto indepen- 
dence formal. 

China vows to use force if 
Taiwan declares indepen- 
dence. 

In Beijing, Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Shea 
Guofang restated China’s 
goal of re-uniiying Taiwan 
with the mainl and and said 
efforts by Taiwan's 
Nationalists to win interna- 
tional recognition were the 
‘Yoot cause" of tensions. 

‘The most urgent thing for 
the Taiwan authorities to do 
is to give up attengrts to cre- 
ate ‘two Chinas’ or ‘one 
China, one Taiwan’ and 
abandon their splittist poli- 
cies " Mr. Sben said. 

Mr. Sben played down a 
new Taiwan cabinet coundl 
formed to soothe political 
and economic jitters and 
boost public spirit before 
the island's first direct pres- 
idential election. 

“It is China’s hope that the 
group will carry out a dicec- 
tive to end those splittist 
activities," Mr. Sben said. 

Beijing has refused to dis- 
cuss its military exeicises 


other than to say manoeu- 
vres are a Don^ part of 
military training. 

China pointedly declined 
to confirm or deoy a New 
York Times report in 
January saying plans were 
completed for limited mis- 
sile strikes on Tmwan after 
foe March election, fuelling 
suspicion that the report 
was leaked to sway public 
opinion away fi-om 
President Lee Teng-Hui, the 

campai gn fronl mnner 

CItina mounted a blitz of 
live-fire war games and 
missile tests in foe months 
before Taiwan’s December 
elections, a display credited 
by some with paring foe 
Nationalists’ pailiamentaiy 
majority to a knife-edge 51 
percent. 

Beijing has attacked 
President Lee lelemlessly, 
accusing him Tuesday of 
playing “children’s games” 
wifo foe lives of Taiwan’s 
21 million people by porsu- 
ing independence while 
paying lip service to unifi- 
cation, which remains 
Taipei’s avowed goal. 



President BiO Clinton meets with Ulster Unioiiist Party leader David THmble (left) at 
ttae'White Himse Tkiesdaiy. Mr. Hrimble suggested that Washington ^ould chunp 
down on visas for Sinn Fi^ leaders and fondr^sing in the United States following the 
Feb. 9 bomb blast in London (Reuter photo) 


Dublin presses for Dayton-style talks 


to save N. Ireland peace process 


DUBLIN (R) — Ireland is sticking by its 
{dan to convene Bosman-style “proximity 
talks" to salv^ the N(ffthem Irdand peace 
process from foe wreckage of last Friday’s 
London IRA bomb, Irish officials said 
Tuesday. 

Ihey said Dublin was pressing its idea of 
getting all Northern Irelmid’s feuding polit- 
ical parties under one roof for an intensive 
round of taUu under British and Irish mir- 
ation to keep foe process alive — an idea 
first propose last week. 

The officials played down British media 
reports that Insh Prime Minister John 
Bruton had dropped his opposition to 
British plans to elections in N<»foexn 
lielai^ to get all sides talking in a non- 
executive assembly. 

Tt doesn’t mean it’s game set and match 
for hiding elections." one official said, 
‘^ut elections leading to all-party talks is a 
goal.” 

British insistence on falling elections 
rather than all-party negotiations on a last- 
ing Northern Iida^ seulement is thought 
to have been foe spur that made the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) end a 17-montb 
ceasefire and bomb Lon^n. 

The officials said Me Bruton saw foe 
holding of talks using the Dayton, Ohio for- 
mat foat cTinffhed a Bosmao peace pact as a 
way of getting all sides to agree on w^t 
purpose an election would serve and bow it 
wo^d be carried ouL 

The Irish prime minister was e^qiecied to 
publicly air foe prq)osal when be addresses 
parliament Tue^y afternoon and responds 
to a parallel speech by British Prime 
Minister John Major Monday. 

Mr. Bruton was Uttedy critical of Lendon 
Saturday for sticking to its election plan but 
foe Irish government has welcomed 
Britain's determination to keep foe peace 
I»Y>cess alive and ease strained relations 
across the Irish Sea. 

Irish Fweign Minister IMdc Spring first 


aired his proposal for Dayton-style talks 
»k and fieu 


last week and fiew to Wasbingtoo to get 
U.S. President Bill Clinton to throw his 
weight behind it and persuade foe London 
government to accqit foe id^ 

Officials said foe notion found favour in 
Washington and Mr. Spring was flying back 
from die Umted States optimistic foat he 
could break months of peace process dead- 
lock with the idea when the IRA bombed 
Canary Wharf Idlling two people. 

Britain was cool to the notion, calling it 
premature, but both govemmeots are now 
keenly aware of the need to arrest any frir- 
foer backsliding into the 25-year Nonbem 
Ireiand war that killed 3,200 people, the 


officials said. 

The two governments have refiised to talk 
to Sinn Fein, foe IRA’s political wing, until 
it condemns the IRA attack. Northern 
Ireland Unionists, who want foe provmce to 
stay British, have refused any d^lings wifo 
the party. 

Sinn Fein too has said the idea of elec- 
tions falls short of negotiations to change 
25 years of Uniomst domination in 
Northern beland and is a British betrayal of 
promises to hold all-party talks. 

The officials said Sinn Fein U) accept 
the idea of elections to keep the peace 
process alive and welcomed Ml Major’s 
liiikage teiween elections and future aD- 
paxty talks. 

“You have to get acceptance for elections 
from the (Irish) nationalists." said one offi- 
cial. Tt’s a stand-off ai the moment and a 
very dangerous one." 

The peace process has been mired in 
deadlo<^ foe months over Britain’s demand, 
rejected Ity Sinn Fein, that foe IRA disarm 
to earn its spokesmen a place at foe confer- 
ence table. 

In Washington, President Dinton Monday 
met a top Northern Irish Protestant leader 
but made no decision on his denrand that 
tlK United States cut off visas and fund rais- 
ing for Sinn Fein after Friday’s London 
bombing. 

Ulster Unionist Party leader David 
Trimble urged Mr. Ginton to put pressure 
on Sinn Fein, foe Irish Republican Army’s 
political wing, following the the IRA bon^ 
ing which l^led two people and injured 
more than 100. 

“What I think the admioistrariou should 
be doing is finding ways of putting pressure 
on Sinn Fein and the IRA to urge upon them 
a return to a crediNe ceasefire and the end- 
ing of violence," Mr. Trimble told reporters 
af& foe meeting. 

But a White House source ssdd the adnun- 
istration bad not taken any decision on visas 
or fundraising and suggested it was unlike- 
ly to lean on Sinn Fein leader Geny Adams. 

“We have no regrets about the support 
foat we have given Geny Adams, or the 
support foat we will continue to give Mr. 
Adams in the seaich for a lasting peace in 
Nortiiem Ireland," said the source, who 
declined to be named. 

Mr. Gintou himself, asked during a photo 
opportunity whether Mr. Adams could still 
be trusted following the bombing, took 
pains not to criticise foe Sinn Fein leader. 

T’m going to do what I think is best to tty 
to promote peace there." Mr. Ginton said 
shortly before he met Mr. Trimble. 


EU: Burundi 


totally 
opposed to 
foreign 
intervention 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Bu- 
rundian autborities are to- 
tally against foe despatch 
of a foreign force to their 
war-torn central African 
nation, a European Union 
(EU) team staled Tuesday 
after a day-long visit there. 

Marc^o Ricovero, foe 
Itafian i^nesehtative of aa 
troikia wbiUi went to 
' Bntundi, told, a press con- 
ference foat “there is a very 
clear indication stated Ity 
both foe president and the 
prime minister that they are 
totally against foe UJf. 
Resolution 1040, as far as 
the contingency plans are 
concerned". 

The UJ4. Security Coun- 
cil last monfo approved a 
series of measures aimed at 
stemnnng violence bet- 
ween extremists of Bunin- 
di's Hutu majority and the 
Ttitsi minority, which is 
claiming about 30 lives a 
day. 

Tbe resolution could in 
the longer term involve foe 
deployment of an interna- 
tional peacekeeping force 
to operate out of neigh- 
bouring Z^. 

Mr. Ricoveri, who was 
accompanied to Burundi 
by representatives from 
Ireland and Spain, said his 
team bad discussed the 
forthcoming appointment 
of an EU special envoy to 
Burundi, Aldo Ajello. 

“The EU remains foe 
main donor as far as 
humanitarian emergency 
aid is concerDed" be 
added. 

“We would like to switch 

from h umflf ii iarian aid tO 

reconstruction and rehabil- 
itation aid, but we are pre- 
vented fr(^ doing so by 
the situation in Has coun- 


try." 

Mr. Ayello will “start a 
very important round of 
negotiations" with Burun- 
dian autborities, Mr. Rico- 
veri staled. The country, 
where the army is Tutsi- 
dominated, has a fragile 
coalition government 
which is seeking to prevent 
conflict on foe scale of foe 
1994 civil war in neigh- 
bouring Rwanda, in which 
S00,(X)0 l)itsis and moder- 
ate Hutus were massacred 
by Hutu extremists before a 
Tutri-led rebel army seized 
power in July that year. 

Wifo regard to an interna- 
tional force, Mr. Ricoveri 
said that “foe international 
community should be very 
careful in adopting these 
contingency plans, because 
foe Burundian autborities, 
and Burundian public opin- 
ion, are totally against". 


A poGcenuin pours water onto a boming rickshaw after it was set alight by denMD- 
strating op|N^tion activists In Dhaka Ibesday. Hie country’s opposition parties have 
Am. a ehiiirfAwn nmt«ct tlw> iincfunhiff electkHis and violeut DTOteStS 


sn^ung opposiuon acDvBis Ml JL/nana Riwufujiuj a wpinKwwwM 

called for a three-day shutdown to protest the upcoming elections and violent protests 
continue in the capital (Reuter photo) 


Bangladesh state employees 


refuse to work in elections 


DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh civil servants 
said Tuesday they wc^d refuse to carry out 
polling duties during tin's week’s general 
election, a fresh he^ache for the govon- 
xnent as it feces a rising tide of resistance to 
the vote. 

The bureaucrats said they feared for their 
lives. “We have not come to work to die. So 
we can't perform duties assigned daring foe 
electitms," they said in a joint statement 

Bangladesh's main opposition parties are 
boycotting Thui^ay’s vote and have 
mounted an increasingly strident campaign 
against foe government of Begum Kkraeda 
Sa, the country’s first woman prime minis- 
ter. 

Mrs. Khaleda is standing firm, 'msisting 
that voting will go ahead. Opposition 
efforts to undermine foe election include a 
day-long blockatfe of transport services 
Ibesday and a 48-bonr general strike due to 
start Wednesday. 

Police and officials said at le^t 16 people 
bad been killed and nearly 500' wounded in 
clashes between election supporters and 
opponents since Feb. 1. 

Thousands of state eisployees. including 
senior officials, demonstrated inside 
Dhaka’s main government secretariat 
Tuesday to underline their refusal to per- 
form elrotiCHi duties. 

“Even the chief election commissioner 
doesn’t have a guarantee of bis- personal 
safety. Then how can anyone ensure our 
safety?" One official asked. 

Their decision two days before the elec- 
tion left foe government wifo an unexpect- 
ed problem. 


Witnesses said troops patrolled foe secre- 
tariat compoQod doting foe civil servants’ 
demonstration but did not intervene. 

Aufoorities plan to deploy 20,000 police 
and troops in and aroued Dhaka, a city of 
nine million, to try to prevent ftnther vio- 
lence during the elections. 


“Troops cannot protect us everywhere,' 
5ie ' 


one official said refeiiing to attacks on poD 
officials across the country. 

Several election officials were attacked at 
Narayanganj, a Dhaka suburb, Monday, 
witnesses said. Some of them were forced 
to jump into a swamp in order to esc^>e. 

At least a dozen election offices have 
been burned in foe past week, police said. 

An unidentified caller telephoned the 
Election (jonunission Tuesday wanting that 
it mi^t be bombed, reliable sources said. 

“EC officials were all very scared follow- 
ing the call and they ran to bide. All doors 
at the cohuitission building were immedi- 
ately shut," erne source said 

Tuesday’s transport blockade stranded 
millions of people. Most trains and ferries 
were baited Airport officials said flights 
were delayed. 

Opposition activists near Narsingdi, 55 
kilometres firom foe capital Dhaka, 
removed sleepers from railway lines and set 
them on fire, police said 

Other, protesters, barricaded, highways 
near Chittagong and in dozens of districts 
across the country. 

Opposition le^rs say they are boy- 
cotting foe poll because it will be rigged to 
ensure victory for Mrs. Khaleda’s 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP). 


Police kill 2 activists in Karachi 


KARACHI, Pakistan (R) — Police said 
Tuesday tb^ had shot de^ two activists of 
the etl^c Mohajir National Movement 
(MQM) in an overnight gunbattie in 
Karachi, one of the venues for World Cup 
Cricket. 

Unidentified gunmen IdUed three people 
in separate incidents in the southern 
Pakistaiti port Monday, they, said 

The iat^ killings occurred as Karadu 
prepares to host tlm World Cup Cricket 
matches, the first of which is P^stan 
against South Africa on Feb. 29. Organisers 
have said they are confident that security 
for the games can be assured. 

Police said Al^ Ahmed, 28, and Siraj 
Ahmed, 26, had been killed in an oventigfat 
shootout with police in District West's 
Orangi town after a raid on a suspected 
MQM hideout Two activists were arrested 
they said 

However, an MQM spdeesperson said 


paramilitary rangm had arrested all four 
men and later shot two of them dead in cold 
blood The MQM had been unable to ascer- 
tiun foe whereabouts of the other two from 
foe aufoorities, she added 

The MQM says more than 40 of its 
activists have bera victims of extra-judicial 
killings by die security fta-ces this year and 
says 130 were kiUed in similar cirenm- 
stances in 1995. 

The government deities any extra-judicial 
killings by the security forces, which are 
waging a deadly conflict wifo the MQM. 
More than 100 people were lulled in 
Karachi in January. 

The MQM has denied reports that It was 
planning to dis^t foe World Cup, but says 
it reserves foe ri^ to call for protests if foe 
security forces 1^ and torture its militants. 

N^ly 2.000 people were killed in ethnic, 
political and sectarian violence in Karachi, 
Pakistan's biggest city, in 1995. 


Japan rules out force over disputed isles 


TOKYO (R) — Japan said Tuesday that it 
has ruled out foe use of force to settle die 
issue of disputed islands, and aims to dis- 
cuss its latest territorial row wifo South 
Korea when the atmosphere is ezhnes. 

“J^ian has never intended to use force 
and does not intend to do so over such dis- 
putes,” Foreign Ministry sp^esman 
Hiroshi Hashimoto cold a news conference. 
“We will wait for a quieter atmosphere to 
take up the issue." 

Last week, Japan lodged a protest wifo 
South Korea over its moves to improve 
docking fecUities on one of the two 
Takeshima Island, which lie midway 
between die two countries in foe Sea 
Japan. 

South Korea calls the islands Tokdo and 
has claimed them since gaining indepen- 
dence from Japan in 1945, and South 
Korean Border Guards have been stationed 
there since 1954. 

Japan has clumed them since 1905. at a 
time when they were a group of desolate, 
uninhabited rocks. 

South Korea's renewed construction work 
aiqiears to have been triggered by Japan's 
recent moves to declare a 200-miIe exclu- 
sive economic zone around its shores. They 
are located about 700 kilometres uorfowest 
of Toltyo and about 450 kilometres east of 
Seoul in foe Sea of Japan. 

Tbe islands have a total area of only 250 
square metres, but they are surround^ by 
rich fishing grounds and the seabed is 
believed to contain mineral deposits. 

Over the weekend, the row escalated 
when the South Korean government said a 
group of Japanese lawmakers, who bad 


been planning to visit Sooth Korea this 
month, would not be welcome in Seoul 
because some of them had said they will 
take up foe Takeshima issue. The parlia- 
mentarians citiled off their tnp. 

Mr. Hasbinioto also said South Korea has 
announced it wUl stage a navy-air force 
exercise around Takeshima, but could not 
confirm the exact date or location. 

Since the end of World War n, Japan has 
not extended a military presence to back up 
claims over disputed islands. But it regular- 
ly sends Coast Guard cutters to patrol such 
areas. 

Japan’s constitution specifically bans foe 
country from using military force to settle 
iDteroational disputes. 

Unlike a similar row over foe disputed 
Kunie Islands which are occupied by 
Russia, Tokyo and Seoul have not agreed to 
take up the Takeshima issue in a formal 
bilateral framework, Mr. Hashimoto said. 
The four Kurile Islands, claimed Iw both 
Russia and Japan, lie northeast of Japan’s 
main island Hokkaido. 

Tl^ is also no plan for Japan to bring 
the Takeshima issue to foe International 
Court of Justice or to ask the United States 
w any other third country to mediate foe 
dispute. 

^Tbis is solely a matter for foe two coun- 
tries, Mr. Hashimoto said 

Meanwhile, he confirmed media reports 
oil-drilling ship had been 
aght^ off the Senkaku Islands, a group of 
islands in the Easi**China Sea disputed*^ by 
Chm^ Ja^ and Taiwan. The Chinese ship 
^.3 KandMg, be said, was seen last week 
by a patrolling Japanese Coast Guard cutter. 



Police arrest Tora 
thiefs 



NEW YORK (R) — Police 
have charged a man 
Stealing at least $100,000 
of sacred religious objects, 
induriing up to 18 Torah$, 
from New York City 
syoagooes, foe New Yoik 
Times reported Tuesday. 

Police said they do not 
know what hastened to tiie 
Torahs, which were stolen 
from temples and syna- 
gogues in . Manhattan, 

Brooklyn and Queens over 
the last four years. Second- 
hand Torahs sell well both 
in foe United States and 
abroad, foe newspaper 
reported. Even without 
tbmx silver breastplates and 
crowns, Torahs, which take 
a year to write by hand, are 
valued at $8,()00 to 
$15,000. Police said they 
caught foe suspected bur- 
glar, Ricbard Stevens, 48, 
of Brooklyn, New York 
wifo bu^lary tools at the 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel and 
be confessed to previous 
thefts of religioos 
The suspect led police to 
bis alleged fence. Restore- 
All Silversnufos of Man- Qff 



hattan. 


130,000 

marshmallows fly 
in giant ‘snowball’ 


fight 


' '•U 


SKOKIE,m.(R) — Itwas 
originally going to be the 
world’s largest snowball 
fi^t but when tlte weather 
did not cooperate Monday 
with this Chicago suburb’s 
plans, marshmallows were 
quickly substituted. Thou- 
sands of children tossed or 
gnawed on 130,(X)0 marsh- 
mallows poured from 
2,500 of the Sugary 
Confection. Organisers 
said they were timing for a 
spot in the (juinness Book 
of World Records as the 
children and a smattering 
:Of intr^d adults engaged 
in what was Inlled as foe 
world's largest marsbmal-^ 
low fight Gitioness offi^' 
dais they were inter- 

ested in documenting foe 
stunt Skdde Park offidals 
provided all partidpants 
with hot chocolate — 
topped wifo marshmal- 
lows. 








set 








Thai premier 

slams i . 
uncontrollable talk isi v.il! 

Ik vy 




show 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Thai 
Prime Minister Banhani 
Siipa-Archa Tuesday de- 
fended a decision to cancel 
a popular television talk 
show, saying tins pro- 
gramme was “uncontrol- 
lable”. Ml Banham’s ad- 
ministration last week 


ordered Different Perspec- 
lives dropped from a gov- ?.Mr 
enmient-nin televiaou ^ ife 


'*.* W , 
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Dirir}- 
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channel, drawing critidsm 
from Che public and the .^iL 
opposition over the acdoa. beei 

Mr. Banham told reporters i 

after the weekly cabinet 
meeting Tuesday foat the 


minister who ovearsees foe 
Public Relations Depart- 
meat had sununooed the 


'■unj 


talk foow host three timte 
to discuss programme coo- 
tent, without success. The ^ are \ 
host was acting as though r \ 
he were “a law unto hiiu- ^,her J 
self." he said. Mr. Baubartt 
denied the dedsion 


ueujsu UIC UCCIMUU <51^ - iUU; 

anything to do with his 2f 

appearance on the pro- \ ? 

■ i ‘V'M' 


gramme during the geiial a f ] 
election campaign * .h 

June, after which be corn" ^ 
plained be bad bees tieaifiti W ^ 
unfairly during question- jOji- 
in* **T k...... trt /lA " bij 11 


fog. “I have nothing w do ^ 
wifo this, and 1 am nc^ 


angry at anjtone fx uK*® ^ 3,.,^ 
than two months," he said. “ 

Piyanath VaKhaiaporti'^{5.^>hce 
minister attached to tbo \ ^ 

premier’s office, ordered 
foe programme scrapped. A 
saying the moderator was^^kesn,. 
biased against foe govern- for 
menu The popular talk^ - , Pj^ 
show had its last broadcast^ 
tfos wedtend after airinsj^llig^ 


programmes through 
cessive governments 
five years. 
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Aerial vieu’S shows a giant boulder above a road tunnel before (left) and after the second blast (r^ht) for rescue 
works in Furubira on Japan ‘s northern island of Hokkaido. Rescue workers failed to blast the giant boulder info 
the sea over the tunnel in which 20 people have been crapped since the morning of Feb. 10 (Reua*r photoj 

3rd attempt to remove slab in Japan tunnel fails 


TOKYO ( R) — Rescue workers failed Tuesday in a fresh 
attempt to blast away a giant boulder to reach 20 people 
tjapp^ in 3 collapsed road tunnel in northern Japan lor 
more than three days. 

Id a reaction to the disaster, auihorides also ordered 
Tuesday a nationwide inspcciioa of all road runnels to 
ensure there was no repetition of the tragedy. 

**No one could predict such a disaster would happen," 
Transport Minister Yoshiyuki Kamei told a news confer- 
ence in ordering inspections of all 7,000 road tunnels in the 
country. 

'‘More investigations and precaution are neetled (regard- 
ing tunnels)," he added. 

The latest dynamite explosion. a<i with two previous 
efforts, chipped away only a small part of the 50,0iK.i-tonne 
slab which crashed through the roof of the tunnel Saturday 
monuQg. 

Rescue workers, who are convinced the tactic is the only 
way to gel to the victims in their icy trap, said they planned 
to set off ftinher explosions until the slab was blasted oflT 
the tunnel roof. 

The rock slab has trapped 19 people in a bus and a 
motorist in a car since Saturday morning. 

When it fell, a 40-metre stretch of the roof crashed down 
from just inside one of the entrances of the 1. 086-metre 


Toyohama Tunnel, abiHil 50 kilometres northwest of 
Sapporo, capital of the island of Hokkaido. 

'fhere has been no sign of life from the trapped vehicles 
since tbe accident, and some rescue olTicials have .said they 
fear die victims died instantly, crushed under rock. 

Iwo explosions, each of uboui 220 kilogrammes of dyna- 
mite. set off by rescue workers Sunday and Monday failed 
to remove the boulder. 

Relatives have waited round-the-clock at the re.scue scene 
in freezing weather for word of their loved ones. They have 
agreed the blasting should go on until the fate of those 
trapped is beyond doubt. 

Ihe only other ways lo reach fhase trapped would he to 
drill a hole from the top of the tunnel, which would lake at 
least a week, ur to dig by h:ind through the ruhhie sur- 
rounding the vehicles, which could take up to 60 days. 

Dozens of tonnes of debris poured into the tunnel when 
the giant tear-shaped rock slab slid olT (he side of u moun- 
tain overlooking the tunnel and speared into its roof. 

Geology experts say landslides ore a constant hazard on 
Hokkaido, an island regularly shaken by curthquukes and 
blanketed by smow for up to six months of the year. 

They say earth tremors open small cracks in rocks and ice 
can form in the crack.s. winning them and leading to regu- 
lar rock falls. 


N. Korean leader’s first wife said seeking asylum 
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SEOUL (Rj — The 
first wife of North 
Korea's shadowy 
leader Kim Jong-Il is 
seeking asylum after 
disappearing from a 
Western country, a 
South Korean govern- 
ment official said 
Ihesday. 

The official, who 
asked not to be identi- 
fied, declined to mve 
details on Sung Hye- 
lUm's location or 
where she wanted to 
go, but did not rule out 
me possibility of her 
coming to South Korea. 

Ms. Sung, 58, is the 
first wife of Kim Jong- 
II and tbe mother of his 
eldest son, Jong-Nam, 
but has not livra with 
the North Korean 
leader for many years, 
the official said. She is 
not legally divorced 
frtra Mr. Kim. 

“Kim’s wife and three 
others accompanying 
her are seeking asylum. 
We have been looking 
. into this case but we can- 
not give details,” the ofii- 
ciaJ told Reuters. 

But he added: “1 cannot 
itile out the possibility of 
them defecting to South 
Korea.” 

Three others seeking 
asylum are Ms. Sung's 
elder sister. Sung Hey- 
Rang, her niece Lee 
Nam-Ok and an atten- 
dant The four were last 
seen on Ian. 20 in a Swiss 
vfila,hesaid. 

“As far as I know. Sung 
had many problems in 
North Korea,^* the official 
said. 

South Korea’s influen- 
tial Chosun nbo newspa- 
per said tbe four arrived 
m Switzerland after leay- 
\s& an apartment in 
Moscow, where they had 
lived since 1983 for treat- 
ment of Ms. Sung’s HI* 
ness. 

A spokesman of the 
Agency for National 
Security Planning, for- 
merly known as the 
Ko^ Cenc^ 

huelligeace Agency, said 
be ui^erstooo tbe four 
were in hiding. 

“We are greatly con- 



Tfais is a file photo of Sung Hyc-Rim in her 20s, identified by 
South Korean officials as the first wife of North Korea’s 
luicrowned leader Kim Jong-11 and tbe mother of his eldest 
son, Jong-Nam. Ms. Sung is known to be seeking asylum via 
a Western country along with her elder sister, niece and an 
attendant (Reuter photo) 


Korean embassy in 
Zambia. 

“We could not live 
without side jobs and 
most other (North 
Korean) missions over- 
seas are known to be in 
a similar situation,” 
Mr. Hyun told a news 
conference in Seoul. 

The 37-year-old 
defector said those 
“jobs” included smug- 
gling of water buffalo 
horns and ivory into 
foreign countries, 
including China 'and 
South East ' Asian 
nati(His. 

He said the North 
Korean government 
had sent oi^y $30, (XX) 
for ;dl expenses to its 
Lusaka embassy, 
including wages, 
between Novernber 
1993 until he defected 
last month. 


cemed about their safety 
as their escape has been 
reported by the media." 

(Chosun Ubo said it had 
arranged telephone con- 
versations between Sung 
Hey-Rang in Moscow 
and her only son Lee 
Han-Young, who has 
lived in South Korea 
since defecting in 1982. 

The daily quoted the 
elder Sung as telling her 
son by telephone that the 
four "planned to leave 
Moscow for a third coun- 
try in late January. 

“We can meeL We can 
meet I’m trying hard to 
make it bappen...Wait 
please,” Chosun Ubo 
quoted Ms. Sung as 
telling Mr. Lee. 

It said Sung Hye-Rim, a 
former actress, was mar- 
ried before she met Mr. 
Kim Jong-Il in 1967. Mr. 
Kim . forced her to 
divorce and many him. 
She gave birth to 
Jong-?Jam in 1971. 


typi 

dan 


Kim 


North Korea-watchers 
in Seoul say Mr. Kim, 
heir to the late North 
Korean President Kim II- 
Sung, has had two other 
wives — one his former 


ist and the other a 
anccr. 

Experts on North Korea 
say Kim Jong-U is in full 
control of North Korea 
but has yet to be formally 
confinned in the two key 
posts hi.« father held — 
general secreuiry of the 
Communist Party and 
state president. 

StaUnist North Korea, 
hit by the worst flooding 
in a century, was reported 
to be on the brink of 
famine and the 
Pyongyang government 
has appealed for foreign 
aid. 

The two Koreas are still 
lechtiicaUy ui war since 
the 1950-53 Korean War. 

Meanwhile defectors 
from North Korea said 
Tuesday many North 
Korean overseas mis- 
sions ore financially 
strapped and some diplo- 
mats smuggle goods to 
meet expenses. 

“North Korean diplo- 
mats cannot carry out 
diplomatic activities 
because of a lack of 
expenses,” said Hyun 
Sung-H, who defected to 
Soum Korea last month 
while serving as a third 
secreiuiy in the North 


“(North Korean) 
overseas missions can- 
not request any addi- 

doruU funds. If an 
embassy ask.s the govern- 
ment for more e.xpenses” 
it could be closed down. 
Mr. Hyun said. 

Seoul oftlcials said 
Nonh Korea closed down 
12 overseas missions last 
year, bringing the number 
of its dipomatic offices 
to only 69. Pyongyang 
now 1^ ambassadorial 
relations with 132 for- 
eign countries. 

Choi Soo-Bong, 36, Mr. 
Hyun's wife who defect- 
ed to Seoul two weeks 
before her husband’s 
defection, told the news 
conference that families 
of North Korean diplo- 
mats in African countries 
were living in “miserable 
and shumefur condi- 
tions. 

“1 bought underwear 
and other clothes in sec- 
ond-hand markets in 
Zambia," she said. “1 had 
to pretend 1 was Chinese 
because I was so 
ashamed.” 

She said the cmba.ssy 
had paid $250 a month to 
her husband until last 
August, after which the 
payments stopped. 


Dole, Buchanan and Alexander 
move on to New Hampshire 


Des Moines, Iowa iR) — 
Bob Dole headed for New 
Hampshire Tuesday with 
his Republican froot-ninoer 
crown still in place but 
wobbling afti^ a strong 
challenge in the Iowa cau- 
ciues from Pat Buchanan. 

Sen. Dole, the Senate 
majority iea^ who has 
been consitkred the man to 
beat for the Republican 
presidential nomination 
since he announced last 
year, won his pony’s first 
major preferem;e vote of the 
19% campaign Monday as 
expected. 

But It was a thin mandate 
that he took with him to tbe 
next battleground — New 
Hampshire, which holds the 
country’s first presidimtia] 
primary next Tuesday. 

With 98 per cent of the 
vote coum^ in Iowa. Sen. 
Dole got 26 per cent — for 
lower than the 37.4 per cent 
he won in tte same primary 
in 198S and the lowest win- 
ning total ever in the .state. 

His support Monday was 
just three percentage points 
ahead of Mr. Buchanan, the 
fiery conservative commen- 
tator who.se appeal to the 
religious right was a prime 
factor in his strong show- 
ing. 

The 57-year-old Bucha- 
nan — who captured three 
million Republican primary 
votes in a 1992 challenge to 
former President George 
Bush — .said Monday's vote 
left him “hard on the heels 
of Bob Dole. The victory is 
treniendou.s friends, and we 
ore going to win this 
Republican nomination." 

Imt no matter the margin 
of victory. Sen. Dole did 
win. 

“Tonight wa.s the first step 
on our r^xid to return con- 
servative common sense to 
(he White House." Sen. 



\ 




Republican presidential frontnmner. Senator Bob 
Dole, gives a thumbs up as he leaves a caucus site 
Tuesday prior to the beginning of the Iowa Caucuses. 
Early projections predict Sen. Dole to easily win the the 
first major step in capturing the Republican nomina- 
tion for president i Reuter photo > 


Dole told cheering suppon- 
ers. The 72-ycor-old senator 
promised them “another 
victory and another victory 
and another victory'" in later 
contests, starting with .New 
Hampshire. 

Sen. Dole won Iowa eight 
years ago but his campaign 
fell apart in little more than 
a week. He lost to \i:e 
President George Bush in 
New Hampshire and never 
recovered. 

Also getting a boost out of 
Iowa was former Tennessee 
Governor Lamar .Mexander. 
who finished third w'ith IS 
per cent. 

“Let the future begin." 


^aid .Mr. .Alexander, saying 
he picked up strength 
because voters rejected the 
mud-slinging advertising 
that dominated the contest. 

In limbo wus publisher 
Stes-.' Forbes, who spent 
millions of his own money 
to moke a media smash in 
lywu but ended up with 
only lu per cent of the vote 
after he pubiiciy criticised 
the Chri.stiuTi Cfoaliiion. a 
major political force in the 
slate. 

.Mi. Forbes' “flat ta.\" 
message, however, is likely 
to play better in anti-tax 
.Sew Hampshire, where a 
big spending television 


campaign may bring better 
results than in a caucus state 
like Iowa which puts a high 
priority on organisation. 

Left in tbe dust after Iowa 
was Texas Sen. Phil 
Gramm, who finished fifth 
with 9 per cent Sen. 
Gramm was going on to 
New Hampshfre but most 
observers expected him to 
withdraw soon. 

Behind Sen. Gr amm and 
out of tbe picture were talk 
show host Alan Keyes with 
$ per cent, Indiana Sen. 
Richard Lugar with 4 and 
Illinois manufacturer Moiry 
Taylor, with just 1 per cent. 
Congressman Bob Dorman 
of California got less than 1 
per cenL 

One ocher winner in Iowa 
was President Bill Clinton, 
who was unopposed in the 
Democratic caucuses. 

CNN said its analysis of 
the vote showed Mr. 
Buchanan’s strength came 
from religious conserva- 
tives who favoured him 
over Sen. Dole two-to-one. 
It said conservatives of all 
types went more heavily for 
iCir. Buchanan than Sen. 
Dole and that Mr. 
.Alexander's strength came 
from voters w ho thought tbe 
55-year-old former educar 
lion secretary had tbe best 
chance of beating Mr. 
Clinton. 

Analysts said the result 
was a tepid endorsement for 
Sen. Dole, running for tbe 
presidency for rhe third time 
in a neighbouring farming 
state which had been 
expected to hand him a con- 
vincing victory. 

“it shows how miserabiy 
weak Dole is. He emerges 
as a limping fromiuimer, 
not a sprinting frontrunner,” 
said Allan Lichtman of the 
American University In 
Washington D.C. 


Keating gets good news from poll 


CANBERRA (R) ~ An o(xnion poll showing a sharp nar- 
rowing of the Australian opposition's lead came as the first 
good news in the March 2 election campaign for Labour 
Prime Miois^ Paul Keating Tuesday. 

The Morgan poll in tbe Bulletin newsmagazine showed 
Mr. Keating had reined in Liberal-National opposition 
leadei John Howard’s lead to just 3.S percentage points, 
compared with 7.5 previously. 

“Support ftH* Lal^ur surg^ in the second week of the 
election campaign, stripping support away from the (oppo- 
siuoo) coalition and i^pendents and other paities," tbe 
poll said. 

But two other polls conducted on tbe weekend flatly dis- 
agreed with the Morgw poll, showing the gap widened last 
week to nine or 14 points. 

Until now Mr. Keating has bad nothing but bad news 
from the polls, with linle sign that bis costly election 
promises were wooing voters. Opinion polls have shown an 
underlying opposition lead of more than six percentage 
points sii^e Mr. Howard took over the leadership of the 
opposition, which has lost five consecutive elections since 
1983. 

The Morgan poll also showed voters greatly prefened Mr. 
Keating to Mr. Howard as prime minister — be led with 5 1 
per cent sui^rt to Mr. How'ard’s 42 per cenL 

The average Australian does not find the notoriously arro- 
gant Keating likeable but Labour, believing he is nonethe- 
less highly respected, is campaigning ui^r the slogan 
“leadership”. 

Australia's conservative opposition, striving to win the 
Mardi 2 general, election, said Tuesday ir w'ould consider 
fitting sulsnarines with cruise missiles to enhance the 
nation's Itmg-range strike force. 

Denying that Asian neighbours should be alarmed at the 
prospect, opposition leader John Howard said Australia 
must retain the strategic capability provided by its ageing 
fleet of F-111 bombers. 

'The coalition is determined to mainiain a viabile and 
eftective strike force," Mr. Howard said in bis defeij(.e pol- 
icy document, reieas^ Tuesday. 

“Tbe F-111 represents a formidable capability w hich must 
be retained,” at^ed Mr. Howard. 

If voted into government, the coalition will enhance the 
“strategic strike capability through ongoing suppon for the 
F-Ill fleet and a review of a replacement capability”, he 
said. 


As a replacement, Australia’s new Collins class sub- 
marines. r^arded as one of the most effective oon-nudear 
submarines in the world, migbt get non-nuclear cruise mis- 
siles, be added. 

Australia's F-llIs. bought in the 1960s. are still the most 
powerful strike aircraft outside the United States and for- 
mer Soviet Union, analysts have said. 

The aircraft enable Australia to hit distant, heavily 
defended targets flying fast and low on approach — and 
the fleet has at times caused friction in South East Asia. 

Tbe Labour government decided in 1992 to expand tbe 
fleet to 36 airc^ from its original 24 by buying spare air- 
craft from the United States, prompting Indonesia’s envoy 
at the time to question Australia's ^sire for regional secu- 
rity co-operation. 

Australia and Indooesia signed a historic security agree- 
ment in December, the latest move in Prime Minister Raul 
Keating’s four-year push to integrate his counizy with Asia. 

Bui Mr. Howard said Tuesday that .Asia should not worry 
about his plans and that Australia had to make its own deci- 
sions. 

“I wouldn’t expect any concern in the region at all," he 
said after releasing the documenL 

“All of our experience over the decades has taught us that 
we must ultimately take our own counsel, always recognise 
w'here fruitful relationships can be buUt they ought to be 
built, but in the end we have to look to our own resources 
and our own resilience." 

He reaffirmed his suppon in principle of Australia’s secu- , 
rir>' pact W'ith Indonesia, but said his goverament would dis- 
cuss the deal w'ith Jakarta soon after the election. 

He also inxited South East Asian nations to launch a joint 
crackdown on piracy, possibly using Australian warships. 

“There is a need to develop co-t^rauve bilateral ftmne- 
works to secure peaceful passage for shipping in Australian 
and South East Asian waters," Mr. Howard said. 

Tbe F-llls are supposed to serve until ^ler 2010, but 
anoiysu say there is no affordable replacement except sub- 
marines fined witii Cruise missiles. 

The opposition shied away from calls by the defence 
lobby to modify* Australia's tanker aircraft to serve the F- 
I i Is, which would extend their already long reach. 

.Australia’s existing tankers cannot refuel F-1 lls. 

Mr. Howard also announced he would cut the defence- 
force bureaucracy and deploy more combat troops, giving 
the regular army a sixth battalion. 


Zairean forces deploy around Rwandan refugee camp 


KIBUMBA CAMP, Zaire 
(R) — Zairean commandos 
and guards deployed around 
the largest Rwandan 
refugee camp in eastern 
Zaire Tuesday and refugees 
said they would ignore the 
Zairean campaign to pres- 
sure them to remm home 
vohmiariiy. 

Commandos with rifles 
slung over their shoulders 
moved to a road on tbe edge 
of Kibuisba Comp as thou- 
sands of refugees stood and 
climbed to hills in the camp 
to sec what they were 
doing. 

Armed bordef guards also 
took positions around the 
sprawling camp. They were 
concentrated in places but 
in others were hundreds of 
metres apart along the seven 
kilometre perimeter. 


Refugees vowed to stay 
put despite the Zairean plan 
to encour;^e them to leave 
and to close down progres- 
sively some 40 camps for 
the one million Rwandan 
refugees in eastern Zaire 
who came here after the 
1994 genocide which many 
are blamed for. * 

*The Zaireans have been 
talking about this operation 
for weeks now but nothing 
will happen. Our leaders 
told us to remain passive. 
We will stay here and 
UNHCR (the U.N. refugee 
agency) will continue to 
feed us," refugee ' Aloys 
Bidineza told Reuters. 

Hundreds of children 
perched on volcanic rocks 
and men stood on roadsides, 
.some clutching radios to 
.their ears and watching. 


No violence was reported 
by late morning 10 hours 
after the operation involv- 
ing a few hundred troops 
and Border Guards began. 
Other troops of a 1,5(X)- 
strong Zairean camp contin- 
gent set up lost year held 
key junctions inside Kibum- 
ba as usual. 

Refugees said they would 
stay C'aim but refus^ to go 
home. 

The refugees are from the 
Hutu majority and fled in 
1994 during civil war and 
the genocide of up to u mil- 
lion Tutsis and Hutu moder- 
ates butchered by Hutu 
troops, militiamen and 
mobs. 

Rwanda's government 
says it will screen all male 
returnees to discover whe- 
ther they killed in the geno- 


cide. Some reftigees say 
they fear they will be killed 
in reprisal if they return. 

Zairean army officers at a 
crossing point into Rwanda 
five kilometres east of 
Kibumba said no refugees 
had arrived by late morning. 
UNHCR tents for returning 
refugees were empty. 

Shops at the market place 
in Kibumba were empty and 
closed. 

Western aid agencies have 
geared up in case of an 
increase in the small num- 
bers returning to Rwanda 
voluntarily but say they will 
not be able to handle a mas- 
sive, unorganised influx. 

Troops plan to stop all 
movements by refugees into 
and out of the cauqis and 
impose an economic embar- 
tto. 
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Inefficacy of hanging ropes 


( s 


EGYPT’S FIRST execution ever of an Egyptian 
man convicted of a drug-related crime took place 
Monday with several others awaiting a siinflar 
fate. The hanging of the 52-year-old man for 
possessing heroin with *‘intent to sell” brings to 
focus the justice and efficacy of capital punish- 
ment in combatting the spread of dnigs in Egypt 
•and elsewhere in the world. While there is a near 
international consensus that the death punish- 
ment is not the appropriate way to che^ drug 
trafficking and protect people from drug dealers, 
there are still some countries which continue to 
view execution as the most effective way to 
reverse the tide of the illegal trade. This blind 
belief in the effectiveness of meting out extreme 
punishment against all those convicted of drug- 
related crimes was never borne out by corrobo- 
rated evidence, however. Most, if not all, states 
which apply the death penalty against dn^ users 
or merchants have failed to curtail the problems 
within their societies even though they enforce 
this most severe punishment, sometimes on shaky 
grounds. Many such countries, for example, 
regard the mere possession of narcotics as 
enough incriminating evidence to hang a person. 
The burden in such jurisdictions is wroi^y 
placed on the accused who has to prove his or her 
innocence. 

The history of the drug phenomenon shows 
time and again how the innocence of unsuspect- 
ing young people is repeatedly exploited by 
hardened criminals whose main profession is to 
transport this product from one country to 
another in search of easy and fast financial gain. 
Under the rules of so many states which are 
overzealous in their campaign to tight the narco- 
tics trade, the presumption of innocence until 
proven guilty is compromised and continuously 
repudiated in contravention of- interoation^ 
norms. ?. 

Jordan’s policy and practice in this area of 
crime prevention has set a fine example for never 
applyi^ the death penalty on drug-related 
crimes which do not lead to homicide even 
though our laws allow for the enforcement of this 
unusual punishment on such offences. We believe 
that other countries whose legislation still allows 
for the application of capital punishment and do 
apply it must reconsider their policy in light of 
the overwhelming evidence about the iujustice 
and ineffectiveness involved. Likewise, countries 
that do have but do not enforce laws that allow 
for the death penalty are also called upon to 
reconsider their legislation. Jordan may wish to 
walk that extra mile by completing, what it has 
already done in practice, amending its laws on 
drug-related crimes. We say this even though we 
share the wide belief that the drug trade is a 
global problem that still awaits resolution, hop- 
ing that efforts towards this goal will employ 
more education than hanging ropes. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Re’i daily said that the sancdoos on 
Iraq have been affecting all the Gulf states too because 
they have been exposed to Iranian assault and Iranian 
occupation of the Gulf islands and conspiracies like 
those which fuelled the disturbances in Bahrain. Husni 
Ayesh said that the wodd powers which advocate the 
continuation of the sanctions have an interest in contin- 
uing their domination of tte Arab Gulf states and drain- 
ing their resouFces, but the Arab Gnlf states themselves 
have no national interest in that: and are unaware of or 
too weak to deal with this situation and are victims of 
their own doing. The Gulf states are even afraid to sever 
diplomatic relations with Tehran d^ite the latter’s hos- 
tile actitxis against them, continued to writer: In the 
absence of Iraq from the political, ecraiomic and mili- 
tary scene, Iran has a free hand in the Gulf, but once 
Iraq is free, it can contribute to the stability of that tur- 
bulent region, said the writet. One cannot expect a weak 
Iraq to tiiink of democracy or protecting otirer Ar^ 
countries or contributing towards tiie stability of the 
region, be added Tte Gdf states he said, should realise 
that Iraqis are there to stay and that the western powers 
cannot and will not help them fend off or liberate their 
islands or other parts of the Arab homeland. 


A WRITER for A1 Ra*i criticised state and private 
universities for giving priority to non-Jordanian teach- 
ers in employment oiged the Ministry of Hi^ier 
Education to intervene and work out a loecbanism that 
wtHild ensure the enqtloyment of Jordanian teachers and 
professors. Nowadays, Jordan abounds with people 
with doctorate degrees who cannot get employment in 
any of the counuy’s bniverstties, said Ahmad Arafu. 
Academics enq^loyed by Jordanian universities include 
a large number of non-Jordanians whose specialisations 
can be found in this county, argued the writer. li is the 
• duty of Jordanian universities to prepare and execute 
plans that would guarantee suffrcient numbers of teach- 
ers with doctorate degree capable of filling the posi- 
tions now taken by foreign professors, and it is their 
duty to help reduce the volume of unenq)loynient rather 
than aggravate tiie situaticm. demanded the writer. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


Clinton’s strategy for reelection in 1996 


1 WAS invited to a meeting 
with President Bill Ginton 
last week in the White 
House residence. In all, 
there were frfreen people at 
the meeting, most of whom 
were ethnic leaders firom 
across the U.S. We had 
came to discuss with the 
president ideas and themes 
for his 1996 reelectioo 
effort 

The ninety-minute ses- 
sion gave us an extraoidi- 
naiy opportunity to engage 
the presid^ in a dialogue, 
to present our views and 
concerns on a variety of 
issues and to learn how be 
is wwldog to shsQte the 
national debate in this crit- 
ical election year. 

Mi. Clinton is an engag- 
ing and brilliant thinker, as 
was recently attested to by 
none other than Republi- 
can speaker of the House 
Newt Gingrich, with an 
ability to absorb a tremen- 
dous amount of informa- 
tion. What is most striking 
is the presi^i’s ability to 
distill data from a conver- 
sation and formulate 
deudled policy options — 
creating workable solu- 
tions to complex and 
chrome problems. What he 
has found frustrating, of 
course, is the difficulty of 
implementing these poli- 
cies in a situation where 
Rq)ublicans control both 
houses of Congress and 
Democrats are foemselves 
divided. 

In a briefing prior to die 
meeting, officials in the 
1996 CUnton-Gore reelec- 
tion noted that in their 
views this was the most 
critical election facing 
Amenca in the past fifry 
years. This assessment, of 
course, is based largely on 
the effects of the Republi- 
can takeover of Congress 
in November 1994. Since 
then the Republican lead- 
ership has attempted, with 
some success, to dramati- 
cally reduce the role of 
government in domestic 
affairs — most notably by 
endmg .federal regulation 
and -T^ucing government 
fending for a wide range of 
programmes in education, 
sodal welfare and bealtb 


care. 

‘Should Republicans 

maintain control of Con- 
gress and gain the White 
House in November of this 
year, their efforts to contin- 
ue a^ cooqilete tiieir *Yev- 
olntitm*’ would be uncon- 
testable. Democrats 
believe that the effects of 
such an action would be 
devastating to the poor, the 
elderly, the environment 


and the economy as a 
whole. For the president, it 
is therefore a question of 
two fundament^ly differ- 
ent views of America that 
will be competing in 
November of 1996. 

Clinton is the first sitting 
Democrat in over fifty 
years who will not face a 
primary challenge. As 
such, his reelectioo strate- 
gy will follow the model 
established by Ronald 
Reagan in 1984, who also 
ran uDc^iposed in his party 
primary that year. 

Having successfully 
stopped other Democrats 
from creating divisive pri- 
mary challenges, the White 
House then proceeded to 
render the president's 
financial position unassail- 
able. Instead of allowing 
fimd-raising efforts to drag 
on into the campaign sea- 
son. the Clinton-Gore 19^ 
leadership laboured to 
complete that task before 
the beginning of this year. 
By Decembu 1995, the 
Clinton-Gore reeleciion 
campaign had raised 
almost all of the $25 mil- 
lion it was permined to 
raise under fedeial elec- 
tions. laws. Then came the 
forging of the image the 
reelection team wanted to 
project during tiie cam- 
paign. 

Mr. Clinton's determined 
stand on Bosnia, despite 
weak public opinion sup- 
port and in foe face of 
strong opposition ‘in some 
quarters, significantly 
enhanced his status as a 
leader, as did his firm stand 
against Republican efforts 
to include tax cuts so large 
that they required deep 
cuts in programme spend- 
ing as part of their 
approach to a balanced 
budget The president's 
stand on tius latter issue 
helped rally and unify the 
ranks of the Democratic 
Patty so that even some of 
bis Democratic antagonists 
in the Congress have come 
to see him, as one of them 
dramatically put it. as *The 
Democrats’ last protector 
in front of the gate of hell.” 

At tins stage, without 
having to fend off a prima- 
ry ct^enge, the Clinton 
reelection strategy is to 
fight complacency among 
his supporters, build a 
stroig grassroots base of 
volunteers in every state, 
and not directly engt^e his 
Republican challengers. 

While foe president will 
make some campaign 
appearances in key states 
to increase foe Democratic 
turnout on primary day. he 


will Dot directly confront 
foe members of the nine- 
man Republican field. 
Until later this year, he will 
not be candidate Clinton, 
but will remain president 
Clinton — focusing on the 
broad themes laid out in 
hts State of foe Union 
address, working to crafr 
solutions to the ongoing 
debates with Congress 
over foe budget, welfare 
and immigration reform, 
health care, and projecting 
American leadership in 
areas of the world where 
American interests are at 
stake. 

While Republicans ea- 
gage in a bloody intra- 
party battle. Democrats 
will observe wifoout coiOr 
menL It is no secret, how- 
ever. that Democrats today 
are feeling better about 
their chances in 1996 than 
at any other time during 
the past three years. Sever- 
al factors have contributed 
to foeir optimism, includ- 
ing: 

- the extremely high neg- 
ative ratings of House 
speaker Newt Gingrich; 

- the success of foe presi<- 
dent's strategy, thus far, in 
the budget (tebate with the 
Republican Congress. By 
agreeing to a balanced 
budget while demanding 
less of a tax cut, which he 
argued would necessitate 
too extensive cuts in pro- 
gr^nmes for foe elderly, 
foe president has won 
strong public approval; 

- foe president's State of 
the Union address was, by 
all accounts, a success and 
stood in sharp contrast to 
foe stiff response offered 
by Republican presidential 
candidate. Senator Robert 
Dole; and 

- the sudden emeigence 
in foe Republican primary 
of miliionaiie Steve 
Forties, who has vigorous- 
ly attacked Mr. Dole and 
created chaos in the overall 
Republican campaign. 

Dole had hoped to 
finish off his opponents 
easily and eariy. so that by 
March he would emei^ 
unscafoed and begin his 
campaign against Presi- 
dent Clinton. Given Mr. 
Forties’ rise and Pat 
Buchanan's new-found 
strength, it now appears 
that even if Mr. Dole wins 
(as it still seems that he 
can), it will not be as eariy 
as foe Republican estate 
lishment had hoped, nor 
will be emerge unscathed. 
The negative campaigning 
and deeply divisive 
Republican canqiaign will 
take its toll on foe eventual 


nominee and pa^ unity. 

While Republicans have 
suffer^ the danger from 
the kind of unexpected pit- 
fells that can create havoc 
in an election year, 
Democrats are waiy of 
unpredictable factors 

beyond their control that 
may cause problems for 
them as well. Most obvi- 
ous of these is foe “Perot 
fectori'. Mr. Perot’s 

Reform Party will appear 
on foe ballot in many states 
in November. If Mr. Perot 
nim himself as his park’s 
candidate (as many expect 
he will), analysts pr^ct 
fo^ he will siphon votes 
from the Republican nomi- 
nee, but if Mr. Perot nomi- 
nates someone else to run 
at the bead of his party’s 
ticket. Democrats might 
have some cause for worry. 

There is already some 
concern in the Democratic 
canqi over the fact that 
consumer advocate Ralph 
Na^ (an Arab American) 
will appear on the Califor- 
nia b^lot for president in 
November California is a 
state Mr. Clioton must 
carry if be is to win reeiec- 
Don. but the Nader cam- 
]»ign will be popular with 
many liberals in Califor- 
nia. If Mr. Nader were to 
win even S per cent of the 
presidential vote in 
November, he naay jeopar- 
dise Mr. Qinton’s chances 
of winning the most 
important state in the elec- 
tor^ college. 

Interestingly. Democrats 
do not seem as worried 
about Whitewater or the 
host of other “mini-scan- 
dals*' that continue to 
haunt foe Qinton White 
House. It appe^s that 
despite intense Republican 
efforts to raise questions 
and focus public attention 
on Whitewater, foe firings 
at the White House Travel 
Office, foe death of White 
House Aide Vincent Foster 
and assorted alleged extra- 
marital affairs, none of 
these issues has as yet 
damped, the. president’s 
stan^g with bis core con- 
stituency. Some of those 
matters appear too minor 
or confesing for the public 
to understa^ while others 
have lost their shock value. 

Voters who suppmt Mr. 
cniotoo do so becmise in 
comparing his vision and 
ideas/ about foe future of 
America with those of his 
Republican cballen^rs 

fo^ have not been swayed 
by what most regaid as 
partisan Republican 

attacks. Hiis is not to say 
foat new problems may not 


appear in foe future — but 
for DOW Democrats are 
feeling foat they have 
weathered enough storms 
to feel confident 

Other dangers lurk -Just 
outside of eveiyday 
foougbt and include such 
possibilities as a violent 
setback in Bosnia or foe 
Middle East But here, too, 
foe president and his cam- 
paign team have found a 
new confidence in foreign 
policy, and in the U.S.’ 
international leadership 
role. 

And so Democrats and 
the president are, at this 
point cautiously optimistic 
about November 1996. 
Ihey boast about their 
record: reducing the 

growth of the fed^ bud- 
get deficit helping create 
new enqiloyment helping 
passage of a conqitebeD- 
sive anti-crime bill, reduc- 
ing foe size of foe federal 
wortcforce to its lowest 
level is 35 years, protect- 
ing the environment, sup- 
porting free trade and busi- 
ness exports teid heiping to 
secure peace in Haiti, 
Northern Ireland, Bosnia 
and foe Middle East 

Democrats also boast 
about what foey feel is 
foeir greatest asset: foe 
president himself. Mr. 
Clinton is eager to begin 
his campaign and to chal- 
lenge American voters 
with his record, his vision 
for the future — a non- 
indeological middle 
ground foat emphasises 
personal responsibility and 
firee enterjxise which at the 
same time supports foe 
role of a compassionate 
government foat can, when 
necessary, create opportu- 
nity and protect basic val- 
ues. 

In September 1996, the 
real contest will begin. A 
Republican nominee will 
have been chosen to face 
the president in a race that 
will most probably dso 
include at-least one- major 
independent candidate. 
The field will be set And 
while Democrats are opti- 
mistic now, they felly 
realise foat foe final race in 
November could be close. 
No matter bow positive foe 
president’s stan^g versus 
Bob Dole, his core support 
has never exceeded 52 per 
cent 

It will indeed be a critical 
election, but it will also be 
closely fought and hard to 
forget — with or without 
anfonines. 


Bosnia hangs over 
U.S. elections 


By Laurence McQuillan 

Reuter 

MANCHESTER, New 
Han^bire — With almost 
eerie symbolism, the first 
death of an Am^can sol- 
foer in Bosnia came as U.S. 
President Bill Clinton was 
campaignin g in foe state 
foat bolds the first presiden- 
tial prim^. The fetes of 
both missions are insepara- 
ble. 

With public opinion polls 
showing a gradual increase 
in support for Me Clinton 
as foe political election year 
heats up, foe president and 
bis advisors clearly know 
foat a military debacle in 
Bosnia would d^h all bis 
dreams of winning a second 
term. 

Word of the first fUity 
came as Mr. Qinton was 
wr^i{nng up a two-day trip 
to New Hampshire, which 
on Feb. 20 holds the 
nation's first jjxesidendal 
primaiy. 

Mr. Clinton feces no chal- 
leogeis fix the pceskfential 
nomination of foe Democ- 
ratic I^rty, but had come 
here to counter some of foe 
Republican criticism of his 
poUcies that dominates 
foeir debate. 

Walking along a street 
lined with supporters waiv- 
ing his campaign placards 
' in snow-covered Manches- 
ter Saturday. Me. Clioton 
was asked about foe death 


of the serviceman, who 
accidentally stepped on a 
landmine. 

At first Mr. Clinton fol- 
lowed the time-honoured 
tradition of modem Ameri- 
can politicians, pretending 
not to hear the question and 
walking away. 

A few moments later, Mr. 
CnimoD wheeled around 
and walked back to foe 
small cluster of reporters he 
had just ignored. 

“I told the American peo- 
ple when we started that foe 
place was filled with land- 
mines,” he said almost 
defensively. ''It’s our 
biggest danger and we're 
going to have to redouble 
our^orts.” 

Tlie comments almost made 
it sound as though Mr. Ginton 
had been pushed into sending 
20.000 U.S. troops into Bosnia 
by an insistent public. The 
reality was just the opposite. 

Mr. Clinton and his confi- 
dants are well aware that 
American public sendment, 
while rickened by the blood- 
letting in Bosnia, has never 
beeu eutbusiastic about risking 
American fives to end iu 

Clearly, the Qinton remarks 
and the campaign setting in 
which they were delivered did 
not satisfy the president or his 
aides. 

A short time later. White 
House officials hurried around 
reading to reporters a more 
carefeUy prepared statement 


written under 'Mr. CVnton's 
name. 

Later, against the more pres- 
idential and impressive back- 
drop of Air Force One, Clinton 
stood in the biting cold and 
read the more reassuring 
remarks — in hopes the televi- 
sion image carried into mil- 
h'ons of homes would have 
Jess political overtones 
attached to iL 

The White House immedi- 
ately tried to downplay the 
potential political implications 
of the peacekeeping misrton 
— mindful that republicans 
vying for their party’s presi- 
dential nomination may fuel 
the issue. 

“It is not a day for politics,” 
White House Ftess Secretary 
Mike McCuny said. “The 
president ctmtinues to believe 
it is necessary to continue the 
mission.” 

White House political opera- 
tives know that the commit- 
ment of U.S. troops to the 
NATO-led peacekeeping force 
created a politically risky situ- 
ation during an election con- 
test that continues until 
November. 

“We hope pofitics will end at 
the nation's shoreline/* smd 
one officiaL optimistically 
hoping foreign affm would 
be above partisan politics. 

Bosnia currently is not an 
issue in the election. U will 
stay that way as long as the list 
of young americans dying 
in bosnia remains short. 


LETTERS 


Help for the abused 

To the Editor 


1 would like to tackle the very serious problem of 
child abuse. Whether at home, in the streets or in 
school, these childrea suffer tremendously. 

A worktop is being organised to discuss issues 
related to child abuse, like the legal dimension and 
the authorities’ approach to complaints. 

The participants to the workshop include a 
lawyer, a police officer, a psychologist, the head 
of the educational guidance department at the 
Ministry of Education and 10 mothers. 

1 believe that such a matter needs ail the atten- 
tion from the authorities and the society at large. 

The idea of child abuse is totally repulsive and a 
painful experience, so, hopefully, children all 
around the world, and especially in our society, 
could be helped. We also hope the crime will be 
dealt with effectively in order to save innocent 
children the pain of having to suffer it. 

The country's laws should be decisive in putting 
an end to the children’s suffenings. 


Zeina Shennak, 
Amman. 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributibos from 
its readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters 
intended for publication, however, should coniain the 
writer's foil name and preferably address as well. Names 
can be withheld only upon request and under special 
araunstances. Letters are subject to editing. Theaewspap- 
er is not responsible for the tennn of unused maausm^. 
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One of foe most endearing 
features of Jordan is the 
way it makes gigantic 
strides towards ^velc^ 
ment and modernity, while 
xemaioing faithful to its 
noble trafotions. One of. 
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these traditions that have 
survived despite foe pas- 
sage of foe centuries is the 
ancient scrivener. 

The ancient Scrivener 
can be seen outside any 
goveniment office, perched, 
on a folding chair under an 
umbrella fo^ protects him 
in winter fr'om foe rain, and 
in summer when foe sun is..^ 
fer too sultry and one musr"* 
avoid its ultrarviolet rays, 
as the song goes. Before 
him is a collapsible table, a 
portable typewriter, and, 
occasionally, a photocc^y- 
ing machine. His function, 
in foe old days, was to 
serve illiterate citizens by 
writing down foeir peti- 
tions, or filling their fonns,’ 
in return for a fee. 

Today, in our enlightened 
days, with illiteracy virtu- 
ally DOD-existenc among 
the under-twenty-five age 
bracket, and with our soci- 
ety boasting one of the 
highest proportions of uni- 
versity degree holders per 
capita, we find the scriven-, 
ers multiplying in numbers 
rather than trecoming an 
endangered species. 

The reason is that gov- 
enunem officials, for some 
inexplicable reason, appear 
to have no faith in the sys- 
tem of education that is the 
pride and joy of our coun- 
try, DOT, for that matter, in 
any other .educational sys- 
tem. Even if you have passed 
,your tawjihi. (school leaver's 
exam), thereby satisfying thc$ 
Ministry of Education that 
you are, to say the least, liter- 
ate, and even if you submit 
evidence that you have boost- 
ed this academic accomplish- 
raem with a series of univeisi-. 
ty degrees qualifying you. if 
detiied, to design, construct, 
and operate thermonuclear 
reactors, or to write odes that 
make the heavens weep, foe 
official at the information 
desk, in his infinite wisdoio. 
will persist in considering you 
incapable of filling out a sim- 
ple form that requests your 
name, date and place of birth, 
and current address. Instead 
of giving you the form, he 
directs you to the semi-Uterate 
scrivener who sells it to you 
for a fee decided by himself. 
The scrivener then insists on 
filling out the form himself, 
introducing several spefiing 
mistakes in your name (Much, 
he assures you. do not mater), 
inventing for you a village of 
origin since he refuses to 
acknowledge that anyone 
comes from Amman, and be 
even invents a signature for ' 
you, wife which he adorns the 
bottom of your forte* 

Next, spealdng with such \ 
authority that you find your- 
' self un^Ie to question his 
instructions, he photocopies 
your passport, your family log 
book, your birth and wedding 
certificates, and masses 

documents whirh will did not 
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documents which you did not ^d 
even know you poKessed, and s 

® E. Bj 


which, you discover subse- 
quently, were 001 needed for 
your application, for 100 OB 


jwui Ai/piivaaon, lor iw 
each photocopy. The ancient ly^ . 
scrivener then decides on the 
value of the stamps which 

ehmilrf ks ..US— I umir .^II 


Should be affixed to your f- 

form, pulls them out rf a 


dilapidated wallet, and saw-’ 


rates them with so much saliva 


tiiai dissolves away tiie a 


rendering 
sive, 

of their price- 
The final act is to offer you 
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tiering the stamps inadbe- JnJ^®'lab!e^ 
i. and he charges you 250ft of 


no, - 


that 


foe completed file and inrite ch« 

vnil M vWras.."" ho _ 


you accept his endeavours on fooi 

your behalf as an an of fnead- 
ship. Should you entertain foe ‘7’^^tio,; 
notion of accepting this Idiid is 
offer and ny to take foe ^ 

you will discover that his hand ^adda>'’ 

has attached itself to on 

pap^ like limpets lO roclcs,,Jluf ^‘Tt, 


Until he has relieved 


few more Dinars. Write 
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Tell Safut — - an Iron Age Ammonite 
town slowly comes back to life 
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Bt Rftnu G. Khourj 

Special to the JimJan 
Times 


After a six-year break. 
e.tC3vat)on<; resurneJ earli- 
er this year at the Iron 
Age (Ammonite King- 
dom) site of Teil Saiut, 
near Sweileh. and firmed 
up 

‘ our knowledge of ihe 
ancient occupational histo- 
ry of a strategic hilltop 
seiitemem ^at may have 
Spanned over two and a 
half millennia — trom 
the Middle Bronze Age 
to the Byzantine period. 
T^l SuAu is also intriguing 
because of iis enormous 
potential as an Iron Age 
Anunoniiu lownsite that 
Jordanians and lourisLs 
could cosily stop and 
explore en route Krtween 
Ammon and Jerash. 

Though first idenufied 
in 1877. and first surscyed 
by Nelson Glueck and* K. 
'de Vaux in the l‘)Jhs. it 
was not excavated until 
thel9Sns. The Tell SaJ'ut 
Project, headed by Dr. 
Donald Wimmer of Secon 
Hall I'niversity (New Jer- 
sey, U.S.), has surveyed 
and excavated the site with 
the primary aim of learning 
as much as possible about 
material culture and daily 
life in the Iron .Age tj. 
l2iX)-539 BC>. 

Tell Safut's long occu- 
pational history is due to 
its strategic location oh a 
hilltop alongside the main 
ancient (and modern) road 
north of Amman and also 
overlooking the fertile 
lands of the Baiiju’a Valley 
some 300 metres below. 
The settlement reached its 
greatest size in the later 
pan of the Iron Age. 
around the lute 1 0th to 6th 
centuries BC. when it sat 
astride the lUng's High- 
way, the major communi- 
catioo route between the 
biblical kingdoms; of 
Ammon and Gilead. Exca- 
vations have also uncov- 
ered possible evidence of 
occupation in the Middle 
Bronze Age (c. 2(KX)-1500 
BC) and very solid evi- 
dence of occupation — a 
seiUemem surrounded by a 


thick. Slone-built ciry wall 
— in the Late Bronze Ace 
(c. 15(10-1200 BC I. 

The Late Bronze Age 
settlement included a red* 
piustered room that was 
probably u sanctuary; in it 
were found a bronze fig- 
urine ot 3 seated god. a 
looted ceramic vesMil. and 
large quantities of barley. 
The unique deity figurine, 
with its smiling' face, fiat 
crown, and gold*w'rapped 
extended arms, undoubted- 
ly the chief god of the .site, 
must have twen a regional 
Ammonite deity, a local 
representation of the 
Canaonite god Baal. Sev- 
eral female coiinierpans. 
clay pillar-type figurine 
heads hai-e also been 
retrieved from various 
parts of the site Dr Wim- 
mer notes. 

The Late Bronze .Age 
vicciipation continued into 
the Iron Age I period (c. 
120U-91S BCj, but has 
been attested only in a rci- 
aiively light manner to date 
in the architcciuic and 
ceramics, in the Iron II 
period (c. 91S-539 BC). 
the townsitc expanded dra- 
matically. outgrew the :trea 
enclosed by the former 
Late Bronze .Age town 
walls, 2 nd saw homes and 
other .structures built on :in 
area about ten times the 
size of the Late Bronze 
town. 

Iron 11 pottery, mainly 
from the )<th-6ih ceruuries 
BC. was found m idmosi 
every excavated area. The 
city wall expanded to the 
east, and a ca.semuie forii- 
ficaiion wall was built 
along the north side of the 
settlemeni, 

overlooking the central 
Baqa'a Valley. 

The 1995 excavations 
clarified some aspects of 
the site's ancient history, 
but also raised new ques* 
dons. One feature of the 
rite that is immediately 
evident to any visitor is the 
incredible complexity of 
the architecture. The exca- 
vators have repeatedly 
uncovered walls built 
rd)ove other walls on the 
fundaiions of earlier walls 
and running into transverse 
walls, often with .several 
doorwavs that were built. 



A drawing of the Late Babylonian seal impression 
found at Tell Safut, showing a worshipper with 
upturned hands standing before a fire stand and altar 
(drawing by ^ Barbanes) 


blocked, and reopened and 
rehl(.H.’kcd in various peri- 
ods. As Dr Wimmer pul it 
rather .stoically in a recent 
interview here with the 
Jordan Times, ’'decipher- 
ing the archiiccluru has 
been one of our main chal- 
lenges, because of the 
repeated rebuilding and 
niuny pha.scs of the .stele* 
mcni.’‘ 

One Iron Age 11 build- 
ing excavated last se:tson 
measures nearly l.t merres* 
long with a single room 
nearly eight metres in 
length, though its function 
is not yet clear. It shows at 
least three dilTereni con- 
struction pha.ses and two 
different destructions. Jars 
rims and concentrations of 
potsherds and basalt pes- 
tles him that a series of jars 
m:iy have once stood along 
an inteniu! wall of the 
structure. 

Uiher buildings that 
:dso suffered severe 

destruction damage in the 
late Iron II |x*riod were 
cleaiiv Used lor sinrage of 
materials assbciaicd with 
fwd processing and prepa- 
ration, to judge by the 

many storage jars found. A 
large room measuring 

some 2.5 x 7 metres was 
used for storage :ind cook- 
ing. us evidenced by a cob- 
blestone pavement area, a 
tabun (c;uihen cooking 

oven) and an ussiiciuied 
tircpil. In a nearby rooni, a 
iron plough was retrieved, 
along wiili many 
"loomweighis", though not 
enough to verify the pres- 
entv of a loom. Dr Wim- 
mer suggests that we might 
expand our identificuiion 
of these loomweighis 
because they may have 
served other purposes, 
such as to hold down skins 
or other materials that cov- 
ered sionige jars. 

Three monolithic srones 
in one room (one siili 
standing upright) suggest 
that some buildings had 
two floors. (which is very 
clearly documented at 
other Ammonite sites such 
as Tell Jawa, along the 
southern edge of Ammon. 
ITie pre.sence of many 
grinding stones, mortars 
and pestles throughout the 
site artesLs to the agricul- 
tural economy and obvious 
abundance of the .settle- 
ment, which enjoyed plen- 
tiful water supplies and 
arable land. 

Artifacts that were rela- 
tively well pre.served and 
dghtly sealed into 
Ammonite levels by the 
destructions in antiquity 
will add important new 
information to our knowl- 
edge of local culture in the 
Iron Age II, when the 
Ammonite Kingdom wu.s 
ruled from its capital of 
Rabbuth-Ammon tat 
Ammon Citadel). Many 
ceramic jars, bowls and 
other forms included 
imponed A.s.syrion Palace 
Ware. “A.ssyrian” carrot- 
shaped bottles, and assort- 
ed varieties of cups ond 
painted jars: the predomi- 
nant locally produced 
wares included jars and 
bowls and several types of 
cooking pot.s that are 
known from other 
Ammonite sites in the 
region. A scarab seal 
depicts a person offering a 
sacrifice on an altar, with a 
sryli.sed .sheaf of grain lo 


Water accord reached 


(Continued from page 1) 
sea water, but would not 
include detailed water man- 
agement. 

Although a complete text 
was not available at press 
time, Jordanian officials in 
Amman said that t he doc u-_ 
ment was not the awaited 
regional water charter, and 
aouHinted to no more than a- 
cooperative agreement in the 
areas of exchange of statistic- ' 
al information. 

“This is only a text that is 
really nothing new,” said 
Munther Haddadin. chief 
negotiator on water issues 
with terael. ‘Tn my opinion it 
is not of any importance and 
•it is redundant — it also dges 
not contain any principles 
utat you would expect a re- 


gional document to contain. 

He said the document lack- 
ed principles that would gov- 
ern water sharing, a mechan-' 
ism that would make parties 
adhere to it and that would 
enforce conservation mea- 
sures in each of the territor- 
ies’ party to the agreement. 

“Nor does it specify the 
melanism of conflict resolu- 
tion," he added. 

A regional agreement for 
water sharing is one of the 
mainstays of any prospective 
regional peace as the Middle 
East's population and de-- 
velopmcnt place an ever- 
increasing demand on a 
dwindling water supply. Poli- 
tical an^ysts and regional 
observers often assen thatja 
the region moves towards 


peace and stability, one of 
the single must explosive 
issues facing the' region is 
water scarcity. 

■*Wc have seen other 
attempts that were much 
more serious, but they failed 
as these mediantsms were 
not included and one party 
' did not adhere,” Dr. Hadda- 
din said. 

“When all these things .ire 
agreed, then it will be a real 
breakthrough,” he added. 

The agreement, initialled 
by repre.ventatives to the 
multiialeruls, still has to be 
ratified by each respective 
government. 

Minister of Water and 
Irrigation Samir Kawar said 
he doubled that the region's 
governments would lend 
their approval for such a 
document, especially that 
Syria is not represented in the 
working group. 



A genenil view of (he excavation of (he Iron .Age town at Tell Safut (photo by Charles Carter) 


the left. .A Luic Babylonian 
seal iniprussion. pres>**il 
iiilii a .small lump of day 
who.se .^lri^g marks dearly 
show it was once utfixed to 
a document of <>ume son. 
depicts a worhipper with 
long hair ;ind beard, wear- 
ing a long dress or robe 
and a round cup; he is 
standing, palms up, either 
praying or performing 
some other priestly func- 
tion, in from of a raised 
platform on which stand an 
aluu- and a fire on an elon- 
gated firestund. Another 
important find was an iron 
milituiy standard measur- 
ing about 24 cm in diume- 
ire and originally mounted 
on u pole. 

Over five dozen stone 
balli.stics were recovered in 
1095 but no other obvious 
weaponry, suggesting that 
the Stic played more of an 
administrudve than a mili- 
tary role. Some .sign.s of 
social siarrificadon also 
emerged last year, such as 
better quality architecture 
and pouery in some quar- 
ters of the town. The' fact 
that earlier periods towards 
the bottom of the site had 
larger rooms and later peri- 
od.s at the summit had 
smaller rooms may icDeci 
demographic transforma- 
tion among the populadon. 
with families becoming 
slighdy smaller with dmc 
or extended funulies divid- 
ing into .smaller nuclear 
families that required 
smaller hou.scs. 

Excavadons were initi- 
ated la.st year along the east 
side of the tell to explore 
an area that was thought to 
be vulnerable to modem 
farming or construction 
plans by the private owner 
of die Itmd (the Depan- 
mcni of Antiquities owns 
only about one-third of the 
site). A farmer hud already 
bulldozed .some of the 
lower portions of the site 
along its east side, and the 


Syria 

(Continued from page I) 
inivelied to Syria through 
Jordan. 

Syria also hxs declined an 
Arab League invitation for 
ihe foreing ministers of both 
countries to meet in Cairo 
next month, the diplomats 
>uid. 

Syria and Iraq, ruled by 
rival wings of the Baath Par- 
ty, have been feuding for 
years. Syria was a member of 
ihe U.S.-led coalition ihal 
drove Iraq out of Kuwait in 
the 1991 Gulf war. 

But they have set aside 
their political differences be- 
cause they fear Turkey plans 
lo reduce the flow of the 
Euphrates and Tigris rivers to 
divert water for massive hyd- 
roeleciric and irrigation pro- 
jects. 


south side of the ancient 
.wnlement had already 
been sliced off by the con- 
struction of the modern 
road to Jerash. The lower 
eastern terrace area, along- 
side the highway and vixi- 
ble at eye-level to passers- 
by about 1.3 kilometres 
north of the Sweileh 
roundabout, "is full of 
walls running to walls and 
even alongside walls," Dr 
Wimmer said, emphasising 
that the archiiectuml com- 
plexity of the domestic 
arexs on the summit also 
extends to the lower reach- 
es of the site. A small, 
’ some would say tiny, lump 
known from Persian times, 
along with other Persian 
Peri^ fragmenLs, iiuggesLs 
that this more extensive 
occupation continued well 
into Persian times (c. 539- 
332 BC). 

One of the exciting 
prospecLs at Tell Safut ha.s 
always been the possibility 
of finding well preserved 
Persian Period levels, 
becuu.se this period is very 
poorly rcprescnicd in Jor- 
danian archaeology. Dr 
Wimmer found only traces 
of a Persian and a Hellenis- 
tic pre.sencc, not enough to 
indicate the presence of a 
settled community. He 
believes that the site was 
not inhabited in the Roman 
period because the entire 
region was w'ithin the 
Roman imperial defense 
systems (and thus the small 
tell was of no strategic 
value). 

During lute Byzantine 
times, however, the sum- 
mit of the tell w'us slightly 
used, to judge by architec- 
tural remains, though the 
lower reaches of the site 
hod long been abandoned. 
The main Byzantine and 
Islamic era seiilemenis had 
mov’ed aw'ay from the tell, 
prohubly because il was 
easier to build a new senle- 
ment than to work through 

Savir 

(Continued from page 1) 

now set for M.ty 2;>. would 
influence their progress. 
He admitted though that 
“serious gaps ' in the posi- 
tions of the two sides re- 
main. 

He denied that Israel was 
being pressured by the 
U.S. to arrive at some 
agreement or declaration 
of principles as the pres- 
idential election campaign 
got underway in that coun- 
try. .Although any progress 
on the Syrian track would 
he considered a foreign 
policy .success for President 
Bill Clinton ,ind his udmi- 
nislralion, Mr. Savir said 
that Ihe U.S. ”doesn’t view 
(Ihe Isrneli-Syrian talks) 
with .in electoral eye.” 


many layers of dcsiruciion 
from the Bronze and Iron 
.Ages. 

Surveys in the 19S0s 
had identified Byzantine 
and Islamic poiierv con- 
centrations associated with 
architectural remains to the 
east side of the wadi, sev- 
eral hundred metres away. 
Excavation.^ there had also 
uncovered a white tile 
floor and a vui with Byzan- 
tine ponery, probably the 
remains of a winery, along 
with foundation stones for 
a built structure subdivided 
into smaller rooms, con- 
taining some Late Roman, 
Umayyad and Abbasid 
ponery sherds. 

The ancient identifica- 
tion of Tell Sufui, like most 
Iron Age senlemenis, con- 
tinues to tease scholars and 
iaypeople alike. One possi- 
ble candidate that has been 
suggested is the biblical 
tow n of Nobah, mentioned 
in Judges 8:11. Or Wim- 
mer does not feel he has 
sufficient evidence to sug- 
gest a firm association with 
any specific ancient site. 

An interesting aspect of 
the Tell Safut Project is its 
high-tech component. The 
field researchers collect 
many samples of soil and 
cultural artifacts and take 
them buck for analysis by a 
team of chemists and other 
scientists ar Seton Hall 
University'- Using sophisd- 
CJied analysis techniques 
such as supercritical fluid 
extraction, gas chromatog- 
raphy and moss spec- 
troscopy, scientists can 
identify specific sub- 
stances that may have been 
stored in vessels from 
w'hich only some broken 
sherds remain today, or 
how a certain soil was used 
if [he soil hod been firmly 
sealed and remained undis- 
mrbed in the debris of the 
ancient settlement. For 
example, if trace analysis 


shows evidence of lanaric 
acid having penetrated an 
area of soil and nearby pot- 
tery vessels, this would 
indicate that the vessel 
probably was used to store 
wine. 

Tell Safut is also simi- 
lar to many other antiqui- 
ties sites in Jotdun, unfor- 
mnaiely, io ics vulnerabili- 
ty to illegal excavations 
and robbing of artifacts. 
Not only did the Teil Safut 
Project team find that the 
site had been repeatedly 
dug up during their 
absence between 1989 and 
1995, but this year they 
even discovered that some 
antiquities thieves had 
looted pans of the site just 
two days after the season 
had ended. 

This raises again the 
question of what does Jor- 
dan do with its abundant 
riches of ancient sites that 
are usually only partially 
excavated, and only occa- 
sionally fully reconstruct- 
ed and protected? Tell 
Safut may offer an oppor- 
tunity to test the feasibility 
of consolidating the Iron 
Age senlement and open- 
ing it up to visitors, per- 
haps even charging a small 
fee for admission. The 
site's convenient location 
and very easy accessibility 
— it is literally along the 
side of the Amman-Jerash 
highway — and its unique 
potential attraction as a 
rebuilt biblical Ammonite 
town could make it feasi- 
ble for the government or 
private interests to protect 
it from looters and natural 
erosion by turning it into 
an anraciion for Jordanian 
and imemational visitors. 
After all. Dr Wimmer 
notes, how many 
Ammonite or other Iron 
Age towns can a visitor see 
on his or her way through 
modern Jordan? 

As for the artifacts 


recovered from the site, 
graduate students in Seton 
Hall's Museum Profes- 
sions training programme 
at the MA level are recon- 
structing those \essels that 
are complete enough to 
give viewers a sense of 
whole objects, their pur- 
poses tmd functions, and to 
prepare an educational 
exhibit to display them for 
the public ~ first at Seton 
Half, and then, given 
enabling funding, hopeful- 
ly also in a suitable loca- 
tion in Jordan, the perma- 
nent resting place of Tell 
Safut’s special objects. 

The Tell Safut FYojeci is 
directed by Donald H. 
Wimmer and sponsored by 
Seton Hall University, in 
cooperation with the Jor- 
danian Department of 
Antiquities, whose field 
representative in 1995 was 
Basem Rihani. Dr. Wim- 
mer gratefully acknowl- 
edges support of the pro- 
ject in previous seasons 
which were funded by 
Seton Hall University and 
private funding, especially 
by Mrs. Helen Galloway 
and by Jeremiah Kleuisch. 
whose annuual contribu- 
tions were matched three 
times over by his employ- 
er, Time Inc. The 1995 
expedition was supported 
in pan by a gram from the 
Catholic Biblical Associa- 
tion. The project director 
expresses special thanks to 
Chemist^ Professors 
Petersheim and Snow for 
their direction and suppon 
in taking chemical samples 
and for conducting an^y- 
ses that .'ue still being car- 
ried out; to Dr. Bernard 
Scholz. Provost of Seton 
Hall University, and to Dr. 
Ghazi Bisheh, Director 
General of the Department 
of .Antiquities; to oil staff 
and students: and to the 
local residents at Safut for 
their hospitality and assis- 
tance. 
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Posigraduaie Diploma in English Law 
from The University College of Wales / Aber^iwyih. 
and Master of laws (LL.M) 
in Marine Insurance t Shipping Law. 
from University of Southampton. 
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Palestinians face employment 
‘catastrophe’, official says 


AL BIREH, West Bank 
(AFP) — The Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
and Israel need to take ur- 
gent steps to redress an un- 


employment “catastrophe” 
in the Gaza Strip and provide 


more jobs to West Bankers, a 
Palestinian official said Tues- 
day. 

“Our results suggesit that 
•drastic changes have to take 
place and that an emergency 
plan has to be announced by 
the PNA to alleviate this 
problem,” said Hassan Abu 
Libdeh. head of the self-rule 
authority's Central Bureau of 
.Statistics. 

Mr. Abu Libdeh was 
speaking at a press confer- 
ence called to release the 
authority's first survey of em- 
ployment in the Palestinian 
territories. 


It found unemployment in 
the Gaza Strip to be at 31 per 
cent and in the West Bank 13 
per cent. 

Under-empfoyment. as 
measured by the number of 
p>eople holding part-time Jobs 
or jobs less than their skill 
level, was estimated at 20 per 
cent in both areas. 

The overaif Palestinian un- 
employment rate of 18.3 per 
cent is noticeably higher than 
that of Egypt, Sudan, Moroc- 
co and other Arab countries. 
Mr. Abu Libdeh said. 

He sud Israeli restrictions 
on. the entry of labourers into. 
Israel from the Gaza Strip 
and the lack of alternative 
places of employment for the 
strip's residents had created 
:an unemployment “catas- 
‘trophe” in tlw territory. 

“There has to be more 


emphasis on job creation 
programme by the authority 
and Israel must agree to 
absorb more and more of the 
Palestinian labour force.” he 
said. 

Speeding up the building of 
new industrial zones for 
Palestinian labourers would 
also help boost employment, 
he said. 

Meanwhile. Israeli troops 
imposed a full military clo- 
sure on the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, barring the entry 
of at least 60.000 day labour- 
ers. 

' Security sources said the 
measure was taken late Mon- 
day on the basis of intelli- 
gence information about 
planned revenge attacks for 
the killing of a suspected 
Israeli agents of Hamas mili- 
tant '^ahiya Ayyash. held re- 
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THE Daily Crossword byoanieu-Read 


ACROSS 
1 Worked in the 
Held 

5 Tidal bore 
: 0 Wise 

14 Otherwise 

1 5 Hawaiian feasts 

16 "Star—" 

17 Harvest 

18 Makes eyes at 

1 9 Artlsl Magritte 

20 Small shop 
22 Entertained 

24 Customary time 

25 Polar explorer 

26 Chase 

29 Tape holder 

33 Single 

34 Approach 

36 Calabria cash 

37 Long for 

39 Fortunetelling 
card 

41 Narrow opening 

42 Singer James 

43 Rajah's wife 

44 Cain's mom 

45 Junk mail 
addressee 

48 Madison 
Square — 

51 Singer Diana — 

52 Lima's country 

53 Talisman 
56 Topping for 

pastry 

60 Singer Feliciano 

61 Withstand 

63 Bean or blue 
beginning 

64 Pub drinks 

65 Now 

66 Fencing sword 

67 Warren Beatty 
film 

68 Banish 

69 Peruse 
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All rights reservea. 


DOWN 

1 Plant used in 
medicine 

2 Margarine 

3 Jacob's brother 

4 Innermost part 

5 Movingly 
expressive 

6 Soothsayer 


7 Strong wind 

8 Regret 

9 Literary 
compositions 

10 Cheese pastries 

1 1 God of war 

12 Movie critic, 
Siskel 

13 — out (made 
do) 

21 Debtor's chit 
23 Mama's title 

25 Red — . 
(Snoopy's foe) 

26 Strength 

27 Join forces 

28 Takes five 

29 Diamond 
weight 

30 Made mosaics 

31 Treasure — 

32 Eroded 
35 Merits 
38 Bald 

40 Chatoyant 
gemstone 

46 Deer 

47 Landed property 


Yesterday’s pu&le solved 
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49 Mr. Onassis, to 
friends 

50 Narrow carpel 

52 Foot lever 

53 Slightly open 

54 Underground 
animal 


55 Secondhand 

56 Skirt length 

57 Stare open- 
mouthed 

58 Eye part 

59 Looked at 
62 Carton 


sponsible by the Jewish state 
for a series of deadly bomb- 
ings. 

An Israeli security official 
said Israel has taken a deci- 
sion in principle fo graduaUy 
increase the number of per- 
mits issued for Palestinian 
day labourers to 100.000. But 
he added: “If there are ter- 
■/orist attacks, it will dearly 
be difficult to do this. 

' Only lO.CKX) Gazans work 
in Israel or on Jewish settle- 
ments, compared with 70.000 
West Bankers, die sun«y 
showed. Israel says that in 
addition to thsoe granted per- 
mits. about 40.000 Palesti- 
nians cross illegally for woilc. 

Those emptied in Israel 
earn a n average of 83 shekeb 


(S25) a day. nearly twice as 
.much as those who work in- 
side the Gaza Strip, the sur- 
vey showed. 

But the number of working 
days in Israel was only 13.S 
per month due to closures 
and travel restrictions. 

The most common occupa- 
tion in the Palestinian labour 
force is crafts (28.5 per cent) 
with professionals and derks 
making up the second largest 
occupation at 17.3 per cent, 
according to the survey. 

The survey was carried out 
in September and October 
among a sample of 7.625 
households. No comparative 
I^Iestinian unemployment fi-' 
gures were available from last 
year. Mr. Abu Libdeh said. 


EU launches 
trade offensive 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — An 
oftiensive aimed at opening 
m worldwide markets for 
European companies will be 
unleaded Wednesday with 
the adoption by the Euro- 
pean Commission of a com- 
prehensive trade strategy 
paper, officials said Tu^ay. 

In Paris. Trade Commis- 
sioner Leon Brittan said die 
Commission would launch “a 
new strategy” and he made 
particular mention of the Un- 
ited States, complaining that 
European firms encountered 
“a network of trade barriers 
when fttey try to sell or invest 
■in the American market.” 

At the heart of the docu- 
ment is an attempt make 
the European Union's (EITs) 
executive arm more effective 
at identifying and breaking 
down the barriers which EU 
companies face when they try 
to do business m the United 
States and in the developing 
markets of Asia or l^n 
America. 

The initiative also repre- 
sents an attempt by the Com- 
mission to win over pc^itic^ 
and business leaders in the 
EU's more protectionist 
states, notably France, to is 
view that the opportunities 
created by fteer trade will 
outstrip any disadvantages. 


“Free trade is seen all too 
often as an invitation to fore- 
ign companies to penetrate 
our markets, rather than an 
opportunity for our com- 
panies to increase our exports 
outside Europe.” Sir Bnttan, 
one of five commissioners in- 
volved in drawing up the new 
strategy, told French 
businessmen. 


“It is time to adopt a more 
offensive market-opening 
strategy which foe French 
economy and the whole of 
Europe need.” he said. 

France is seen as the major 
infornal obstacle to further 
liberalisation of the EU's 
trade with third countries. 
Paris prevented a feasibility 
study on an EU-U.S. free 
trade zone from being in- 
cluded in last year's trans- 
Atlantic action plan and is 
currently delaying the start of 
'negotiations on foe introduc- 
tion of free trade with South 
Africa. 


But Sir Brittan pointed out 
that France exported more 
per head than the United 
Sfotes or J^>an. and stood to 
reach major benefits from a 
•ftirfoer opening of markets. 

The new strategy puts 
priority on boosting ELI ex- 
poits to foe Unit^ Stat es. 


THi BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



‘My grandmother says hugging 
is the best form of exercise... 
ft strengthens your heart." 


Algerians strike over wages 


PARIS (R) — Algerian 
woriteis started a two-day 
strike Tuesday to pressure 
the government to scrap 
announced wage rats, ^ger- 
ia's state-run radio said. 

Prime Minister Ahmad 
Ouyahia said last week that 
wages of workers earning 
more than 6,000 dinars 
(Sil4) a month would be cut' 


by up to seven days a month salary cot, W«foe^y cooi. 
for foe rest of foe year. be a normal day, AlgeriaV\ 
The money would be used main trade union UGTa 
to pay nearly 200,000 work- leader Abdd Haq Beo^ 

rers employed by debt-ridden mooda^ said in renwlcs jxib- 

state-owned industries who lisbed in the Algerian news- 


to 

I 


have not been 
months, be said. 

“Now, if foe government 
takes foe initiative to cancel 
its decision related to the' 


p'aTd for paper Liberte cm ThesdaJ*^ 

He said foe union’s de- 

anH finr crrafWHntr Hia ^ . ,>r i 


mand for sera; 
cuts was not negotiable. 
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REAI.L.Y SPECIAL 



Our Limousine Chauffeur 

WII.I. Be PLEASED TO PICK YOU UP RIGHT ON TIME 
FROM YOUR Pt-ACe TO THE HOTEL & BACK. 

OUR MAITRE D’HOTEU 

WILL BE EXPECTING YOU POR A RED CANDLE LJGHT DINNER. 

Our Chef 

HAS PREPARED A MEAL OP 

Seafood Platter 
Sweet-heart Sorbet 
Tender Filet Of Beef 
& a Heart Forever “ Dessert 


We NEVER FORGET. 

A SURPRISE ADDS A TOUCH 
OURS IS 

Botanica flowers 
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‘mAT SCRAMBLH) WORD GAME 
I G by Hwirf AmeM and MAa Argirfen 


Urscrantbls these tour Jumbles, 
one totter to each square, to tom 
four onflna/y words. 


LOOGI 




Jin— 

■RRgWiWlimH 

- - - 

VENAH 




w j 

- ^ V 

GROUTH 




GUNTOE 


ICE 

1 



Now anange the dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here :“r t T T l” r > Y T ' 
K zK. Art, ^ L 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Yteterday^ 


JumUes: GUILE NANCY UNLOCK INVENT 
Answer; Another name tor the monarch who told tall 
talas — THE LYIN’ KING 


/ fM SRAMPA SAYS LIFE (S FULL OF \ 
( MILLS.. SOME DAYS IT'5 UPHILL..50ME ) 
DAYS IT’S DOWNHILL... / 

, ( LflcrELY, HE SMS, IT's BEEN 

1 VMOSTLY 5IPE HILL., 






Andy Capp 



Mutfn’Jeff 


BRUNO, MOVE VOUR B!& 
FAT HEAD/ DO VDU ALWAV5 
HAVE TO SIT IN FRONT OF 



HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR WEDNES- 
DAY. FEBRUARY 14, 1996 


By Thomas S. Pierson, AstnA>- 
ger, CanoB Rigtaer Astn^ogiced 
fwidation 
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.ARIES: (March 21 lo April 

19) You are fai^ily.enfoused 

can get. fine ideas and 
make plans for a morqg i 
prosperous ftjture for you to 
make great progress. 

'TAURUS! (April 20 to May 

20) Now you understand how 
to get some plan working in a 
most successful way, but 
avoid an easily provoked 
partner this evening. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) You are in^'red just how 
to gain the wishes, which 
motivate you, but forget 
tasks this evening -which can 
bring problems. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June'' 

22 to July 21) Put that new 
system to work whi^ wQl 
make your career duties 
much ^easier to handle. Be 
sure to ■ get foe OK of a 
bigwig. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
New conditions are now in 
the offing so accept them and 
stop adhering to the old and 
obrolete. h^e as many new 
contacts as you can. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Use a more 
modern angle in handling 
business a^irs and yon get 
better results. Foi^ outw 
visiting and spend time with , 
mate. 


- onr-Tc 
iP-TS*. 


T, 


. I 

asv-;-:-.-. 
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810520 


LIBRA: (September 23 to 
.October 22) Make new 
agreements with associates 
and you can come to a better 
understanding with them. 

Don’t commit youi^- . _ 

SCORnO: (Octqb^ 23 to. 

November 21) Tiy.to find a ^ 
more modern system fof 
handling your tasks foday set, 
that it becomes eaaer, fsster 
and more successftd. 


SAGHTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Paring 
may have fine ideas wh*^ 
should be listened ip anu 
gone along with. Tonight 
steer clear of any plotting- ; 
CAPRICORN: (December 22* 
to January 20) Chaa« yoat 
attitude at home foray ^ 
establish more harmony, ni 
foal vital realm of your ess*’ 
ence. 



"W Sim 


^■693 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 » 
February 19) This is a gpo» 
tiay to attend important 
meetings and keep apppi"^' , 
foents, but don't expect fo^ ' 
a favour ftx)m a bigwig 
evening. 

,'PISCES: (Febraary; ^ “ 
March 20) Make a pI*" * | 
that you can ^ain -more 
prosperity todqy. Rest up and ; 





do nothing, this evening bot 

watch TV or read.. 


Birthstone of February: Amnth^i U)j^ j' 
y« — Onyx 
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40 states begin talks 
to create Middle East 
Development Bank 


Cairo (AFP) — Delegates 
from 40 countries begun dis- 
cussions Tuesday on the crea- 
tion of a bank to finance 
de^'elop^1e^t of the Middle 
East in a new era of peace, 
(he Egyptian foreign ministry 

$aid. 


Expens came notably from 
(be United States. Russia, 
Japan. Canada, the Arab 
(julf monarchies, the Orga- 
nisabon for Economic Coop, 
eraiion and Development 
(OECD), Egypt. Israel. Jor- 
dan. Tunisia, Morocco and 
Algeria. 

The two-day meeting, 
chaired by U.S. Deputy Fi- 
ounce Secretary Uonel John- 
son, was to prepare an “ac- 
tion plan for the task force on 
establishing the bunk's head- 
quarters." Deputy Foreign 
Minbter Rauf Saad told jour- 
nalists. 

The headquancTs. to be 


'located in Cairo, should open 
"in the second hull of 1997." 
he said. 

The task force should be- 
gin work in Cairo in March 
"to set the projects for the 
first three years of the bank." 
he added,' 

The second Middle East 
economic conference held in 
October in Amman decided 
to create the Middle East 
Development bank to fi- 
nance investment projects in 
the region. 

In November, an expert 
commission in Cairo set the 
bank's statutes and the divi- 
sion of Its funds totalling S5 
billion, with a start-up capiui 
of SI. 25 billion. 

The U.S. is the bank's 
main backer, providing 2l 
per cent of the capital, with 
Japan providing 9.5 per cent, 
Russia six per cent , Italy five 
per cent and Israel. Egypt. 

. Jordan and the Palestinians 


four per cent each. 

Tlicy will each have a rep- 
resentative on the hank's 
adminisiraitve board, which 
an American will preside 
over. 

The remaining capital is to 
be put up b> the Ncl(icrlands. 
Canada, MoriKco. Tunisia, 
Algeria. Greece. Multu, 
South Korea. Turkey and 
Cyprus. 

An Israeli foreign ministry 
official said in November that 
25 per cent of the bank’s 
capital had not yet been attri- 
buted to a financing country, 
to leave the door open lo 
European and Gulf nations 
who refused the project in 
Amman. 1 

France and Germany prop- 
osed creating a fund instead, 
of the baliK to study the 
fca-sihility of projects then 
Nnd the, best means to fi- 
.narfee them through existing 
institutions. 
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Sales fever hits Baghdad amid 
hopes of oil-for- food deal 


BAGHDAD (AFP) ~ Sales 
fevet has hit B.ighdad after a 
reduction in consumer goods 
prices caused by the recovery 
of the dinar aictinsr the Jollar 
and fuelled hy hopes of a 
partial lifting of inidc sanc- 
tions on Iraq. 

All over (he capital, res- 
lauranis. hotels, shops and 
theiitres arc viffering cut 
prices deals, vying to tempt 
the thousands uf shoppers 
suddenly able to afford gvtods 
again after five years of crip- 
pling s;inciions. 

"Come .tiid buy fabric at 
.t.fKiU dinars .s metre uf silk. 
It’s almost free!" erics an old 
man on television, giving the 
address of a shop in the cen- 
tre of Baghdad. 

Each night Iraqis gather 
around their television sets to 
listen to the long list of com- 
panies advertising their sales 
in a mini-consumer fntoni 
that has folkiweJ the govern- 
ment's decision to discuss an 
oil-for-liTiHl ileal with the 
LI.N 

Since Iraq agreed on Jan. 
19 to hold talks on accepting 
a formula to allow limited 
sales of ud to help {my (or 
liunianit.irian needs, the di- 
nar has risen from .s.tXjd to 
the dollar to just 450 at (he 
(iffici.il hank rate. 

In ihc wake of the national 
currency's spectacular recov- 
ery. restaurants are offering 
cut prices iir,tr. the meal 
which Muslims cut at dusk to 
end (heir day-long fast during 
Ramadan. 

Hotels, paironts(.*d mainly 
by young couples unable to 
travel abroad because uf the 
embargo, are reducing tariffs 
by half, as is a theatre where 
a popular satirical play abtnit 
the exjuntry's plight is show- 


ing. 

l*hc streets nl the Iraqi 
capital, choked with shoppers 
trs ing to pick up new clothes 
before the *Eid Al Pier feast 
marking the end of the fast- 
ing month of Ramadan on 
Feb. 2(1. arc decorated with 
banners announcing (he 
latest reduaions. 

"Even with the sales, the 
prices are still high fur us." 
said Umm Rasha. a morher- 
of'ihree leaving a fabric 
shop. 

llie sick have abu bene- 
fited with the health ministry 
halving the cost of medicine 
and medical care. Farmers, 
meanwhile, have profited 
front 3 5U-h0 reduction in the 
price of pesticides. 

Private transport com- 
panies have halved their 
fanrs. a week after public 
transport tickets were cut. 

In less than three weeks, 
(he prices of groceries has 
fallen by at least half, while 
the state company producing 
dairy products lus reduced 
(he price of milk, yoy^urt and 
ch(?ese by 75 per lioi. 

For Iraqis, the reductions 
arc a sign of optimism that 
their country and the United 
Nations will reach an agree- 
ment in New York on a deal 
to partially lift (he embargo 
imposed after Iraqi invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

The negotiations, which 
have taken place in a "posi- 
tive amt()sphcrc." resumed 
Monday alter a suspension 
over the weekend. 

Meanwhile. Arab and fore- 
ign businessmen have been 
flooding to Baghdad in a 
frantic bid to win ointracts 
ahead of the competition as 
the pr«3spect looms of a par- 
tial lifting of a U.N. oil and 
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trade embargo. 

The Iraqi press said a de- 
legation of Italian and Swiss 
businessmen leli here .Mon- 
day after holding a series of 
meetings with the ministers 
01 irade. mdusiry and health. 

It was just ihe latest in a 
series of visits by foreign de- 
legations all bidding for a 
share of the marker should 
Iraq accept a U.N. oil-for- 
food deal. 

According to press reports, 
the lialian-Swiss delegation 
discussed the "needs of Iraqi 
companies for ba.sic mate- 
rials" mainly in the areas of 
"clectriciiy. the food indus- 
try. ph.irmaceuticals and tex- 
tiles." 

The head of the delega- 
tion. Prince V'ictor Emma- 
nuel of Savoy, quoted by the 
press, said; "We hope the 
next time we come to Iraq the 
embargo will have been lifted 
and the situation will be back 
to normal." 

I'he daily Al Thawra hailed 
the visits under the banner 
headline; "Internaiionai' 
companies hope to resume 
their activities m Iraq." 

The French employers 
organisation, the Conseii 
National Ju Patronat Fran- 
cois (CNPFl. has announced 
a delegation of French 
businessmen will visit Bagh- 
dad in the spring. 

French firms have kept up 
contacts with Iraq despite the 
embargo imposed after Bagh- 
dad's invasion of Kuwait in 
.August 1990. with an eye to 
an eventual easing or lifting 
ok the sanctions. 

The CNPF said French 
firms were mainly interested 
in Iraq's "food needs." while 
andofficial from the water 
company Lyonnaise des 
Eaux. Jerome Monoi, told 
Iraqi television his firm had 
won a U.N. dispensation to 
carry out a project to dean 
up Baghdad waters. • 

Russia, which was one of 
Iraq's major trading partners 
before the invasion and the 
subsequent 1991 Gulf war. 
has also stepped up efforts in 
the past two yeas to ensure it 
has a foothold in Iraqi mar- 
kets. 

On Feb. 7 the two coun- 
tries signed an oil coopera- 
tion accord setting out an 
exchange of technical in- 
formation and visits of ex- 
perts. 

And even though relations 
between Iraq and Jordan 
have been strained since top- 
level Iraqi defections to Am- 
man in August. Jordanian 
businessmen have been in 
Baghdad since Friday on a 
mission to boost ties. 
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Semi VUla For Rent 
(n Sweifieh . 4 bedrooms, 

4 bathrooms. 

Other furnished / unfurnished 
villas, flats for sale or rent are 
available. 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel. 810605, 810609, 
810520 


STUDIO h!aIG 


Profe sri o oi l Qoalhyi is 
1 Hour Service ! 


Develop your colour fifan at 
our shop and gct> 


JUMMO phmtm 

m MO% 


Ffmm iiBlar0«* 
MK 20 jr J0 CM 


*>h(nriiinl ■ nrrp GrimOiyi 
Bank. Phone: dMCM2 
Swefiefa tel: 823891 


A SECURE 

Hotel 



it.O.TEL 

'SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 


GASTRONOMY 


Cafe' 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

Sweiflyeh 


Ait Suites Hotel! 
FLAT .O. TEL 

A tj<_.9 A jS , un 4 .aaV1 

e639^«4 - 8*1 eee^ 


/iddfim of jitfuim 


Quality Furnished Suites 


One arid Two Bedrooms 
RaeeotiBble Ratte For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle • 692672 


nts 




can 




vofli®' 


)mmrt 
ccrnhc' . 


DOLLAR 


RSMTA CAR 




Make Car 
Rental Simple 








resiifl'’'- 


. 19) 




ana 




frotn 


ehh> 




0 ) 


(F?? 3>. 




si». 




ly* 


IMSPOOi 

wm' 





Hi? 


Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Siishi 


Slmwisani 
Tel: 695399 


For Ros. 812957- 81-;; 
f.lccc.i Si D,‘'Otirt Coni' 


I 



i 667171 ext2» J 


aowh HOTEl 


TBL7S8180 

radio a tv station rd. 


FOR YOUR 
=J Advertise ment j 


in 


iTJowtan 


Times 


Cali tel: 


Abdoun - Tel: 819564 
Mobil Phone • (079) 29339 


667171 ext^„ 


AWS 


RENT A CAR 


bardeT- 


Maioi^ice 

Kb^ Abdullah Gordeos 

Tel. 699420 


JORDAN 


MAtKETPUCE 



P^.\ review of news from the Arabic press 


Workers want better saiariesj protest 
dismissal of colleagues 


THE LABOUR dispute between the munugemenc and 
employees of (he Jordan Dairy Products Company has 
been referred to the Ministry of Labour to resolve (he 
conflict and take the appropriate decision. As such, the 
strike and work stoppage that was planned for Tuesday 
(yesterday) was avoided until further notice. The workers 
are protesting the dismissal of 15 colleagues and the 
rejection of the management to consider improving the 
"conditions" of the employees. 

At the Cairo Amman Bank, bankers and employees in 
the insurance and accounting sectors staged a token 
warning strike this week in front of the bank’s downtown 
branch to protest the tnanagemeni's sacking of a number of 
workers at the Cairo Amman Bank and other institutions. 
The head of the bankers’ association said more strikes and 
sit-ins would follow in front of the Arab Land Bank and the 
headquaners of the Cairo Amman Bank to pressure their 
managements to return the dismissed workers. 

Also voicing their objections were the workers in the 
mining sector who rejected the JD 5 salary increase given 
by the Jordan Phosphate Mines Company. The phosphate 
company employees considered the increase very low and 
does not meet the needs to face the high living cost. The 
employees said that there were 40,(AXI workers and their 
families waiting for the board of directors to decide fairly 
on their demands. 

Another complaint of low wages was presented by the 
head of the association of workers in the spinning and 
weaving industry to the management of the Middle East 
Textile Industries Company. He urged the company to 
improve the "conditions" and "living arcumstances" of 
workers in light of the prevailing economic situation and 
the large drop in purchasing power which has made their 
income short of meeting Iheir basic requirements (Al 
Dustourl. 


Chicken shortage over — official 


•ir£r THE SHORTAGE in broiler chicken in the market 
ended yesterday (Monday), the secretary-general of the 
Ministry of Supply said, noting that some improvement was 
emerging in the local market after releasing large quantities 
of frozen chicken held at the ministry's coolers for the 
account of Al DIeil company. He indicated that the 
situation was also improving due to farmers selling poultry 
aged more than SS days as feeding costs were not 
proportionate with the selling price difterential. The 
secretary-general emphasised the need to protect farmers 
by maintaining high customs on imponed frozen chicken, 
"if there is a shortage of a product at a certain time does 
not mean a need to shift the general policy tow'ards that 
product." the official stressed (Al Aswaq). 


AbduIJaber: Accord with EU will 
reduce JD 40m from customs revenue 


JORDAN 1$ expected to lose JD 40 million annually 
from customs tariff when the Kingdom signs a partnership 
amement with the European Union (EU) by mid-199b^ 
Taysir Abdul Jaber, former minister and economist, said 


recently in a lecture. He added that the sales tax would be 
the basis to compensate for that loss noting that the 
commodities exempted from customs would be subjected 
to the sales tax. Dr. Abdul Jaber expressed hope that the 
private investments from the European Union would 
increase pointing out that Tunisia has at present 877 joint 
investment projects with the European Union. The eco- 
nomist pointed out that the tourism sector would witness a 
major {^tive leap from this agreement and predicted that 
the government revenue will sharply inaease especially 
when the government cadres will be reduced, not only ftom 
a relative angle but in absolute terms. 

Dr. Abdul Jaber urged the government to work for a free 
trade agmmeni with the United States and a free trade 
accord with neighbouring Arab countries as Jordan sells 40 
per cent of its exports to these countries. He noted that 
Israel has a free trade agreement with the United Slates 
and Palestine and, as such, there should be no reason for 
not having a free trade agreement with Ae U.S. He 
indicated chat countries smaller than Jordan have agree- 
ments on free trade with the U.S., such as Cyprus, because 
these accords open a wider market for exports and provides 
a wide range for foreign investment. 
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Sports 


1st Division Basketball Championship 


Jazireh, Watani meet today 

JBF postpones AM-Orthodoxi match 


By Aleeo Bannayan 

Jordan Times Sta/f Reporter 

AMMAN — A! Jazireh and 
A1 Watani Wednesday play 
the last of their matches of 
the First Division Basket- 
ball Championship .which 
has only one more match to 
go before the 1995 season is 
completed with the Ahli- 
Orthodoxi clash on the 
weekend. 

A1 Jazireh. the surprise 
team of the tournament, 
seriously challenged both 
top teams and enlivened the* 
competition by entering the 
race for title. After 
fin'ishing third for the third 
consecutive year they now 
meet last-placed Ai Watani 
in a match that will have no 
effea on both teams' stand- 
ings. 

AI Watani are last after 
losing all their matches but 
will maintain their place in 
the prestigious division af- 
ter AI Abassi became the 
only team to be relegated 
when they withdrew prior 
to the competition, 

AI Jazireh settled for 
third after squandering 
(heir chance not only of 
advancing to second but 
probably of winning the 
championship. 

Although represented by 
their Under-22 team, they 
appeared to be serious con- 
tender after losing to AI 
Orthodoxi 72-66 in the first 
round. However, that loss 
seemed to have given them 
the reason to take matters 
seriously as (hey realised 
they could have done bet- 
ter. Consequently AI 
Jazireh scored die tourna- 
ment's biggest upset in 
years when they beat title- 
holders AI Ahli 76-73 in 
their first round encounter. 

Ai Jazireh had the big- 


THE JORDAN BASKETBALL FEDERATION <|BF) has 
decided (o pos^Moe the first division's final match between 
AI Ahii and AI Orthodoxi to take place Saturday, Feb. 17, 
instead of ThuRday 15 benuse of changes in the 
schednie of the fii^ week in soccer's Preinier League 
‘Championslijp. 

JBF qMfceanan Mohammad Nabil Hassan Ttiesday hdd 
the Jor&ui Hmes that the decision to hold the match 
Saturday was seen as the **best solution** after the soccer 
federation Mmiday changed its schedule and stndc to tiidr 
decision aJthoi^ the basktfbaJl match was scheduled two 
months. 

The change in sdiednle of both federations was forced 
after the Jordan Soccer Federation dedded to hold tiie 
Baqaa-Wibdat match Thw’sday night instead of Tuesday 
Feb. 13. AI Wihdat will be crowned champions if they w in. 

A minimum number of 10,000 fans are expected to attend 
AI Wihdat's match at AI Hussein Youth City's Stadium 
whidi is adjacent to the Sports Palace Coort where tiie 
basketball match would be held. Offidals therefore antici- 
pated the Sports City to be packed if the two highly awaited 
ifiatdies are held at the same time Hinrsday, thus warrant- 
ing a change in schednie. 


gest chance to advance to 
second when they faced AI 
Orthodoxi in the second 
round. After leading 
throughout most of the 
game AI Jazireh seemed 
unable to hold on to their 
lead while their opponents 
were not about to give up 
easily otherwise they would 
have finished third. AI 
Orthodoxi therefore put up 
a big efibrt and managed to 
win 85-75. 

Nobody expected AI 
Jazireh to give AI Ahli a 
hard time m their second 
round match especially af- 
ter it became well-known 
that AI Ahli had been hav- 


ing administrative differ- 
ences when they lost to Ai 
Jazireh in the first round. 

AI Ahli therefore seemed 
to be taking a comfortable 
lead in the first half but AI 
Jaareh soon caught up and 
after winning the first half 
took a ten-point lead and 
seemed able to win the 
match. But again their play- 
ers could not hold on to 
their lead and AI Ahli 
avenged their first round 
defeat by winning 77-73. 

AI Orthodoxi now lead 
the standings on score dif- 
ference after scoring a big 
115-41 over fourth placed 
AI Jalil. 
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Computer shakes chess 
world, then stumbles 


PHILADELPHIA (R) ~ In 
two heady days over the 
weekend, a ';monstrous 
•machine" — actually an IBM 
supercomputer shook the 
' world chess champion before 
falling to a combination of his 
imasination and its own tech- 
nical weakness. 

After one victory each in 
the experiment called Garry 
Kasparov vs Deep Blue, 
chess expens and computer 
engineers following the six- 
ume match in Philadelphia 
believe machine has not over- 
come man. At least not yet. 

"Each year, the ratings of 
chess- (computer) program- 
mes have steadily gone up 
and up and up." said interna- 
tional master David Levy of 
England. "And for a number 
of years now people have 
speculated about when will 
be the day that a programme 
is strong enough to beat Gar- 
ry Kasparov." 

In game one on Saturday 
— the first contest between a 
chess computer and a reign-* 
ing world champion under 
regular tournament condi- 


tions in Which players have 
hours to plan strategies — 
(hot day appeared to have 
arrived. Tm machine that 
can calculate SO million to 
120 million positions per 
second swept away the player 
believed to be strongest in 
chess history. 

“You have a sleepless 
night after playing against a 
com|3Uter in a game like 
this.'* said the Russian grand- 
master, who recovered to win 
Sunday's second game. 

"The number of moves this 
monstrous machine can 
calculate prevents it from 
making a positional mistake 
within reach of its calcula- 
tion," said Kasparov, 32. 
who had vowed to depend 
human dignity against the 
machine. “It's the first time 
that we're playing not just 
with a simple computer but 
with something that has its 
own intelligence." 

In the contest that is partly 
a projea on how computers 
solve complex problems and 
partly a battle between man 
and machine, the program- 




^ Jordan Phosphate Mines 

^ Co., Ltd. 


re announces the invitation to tender 
No.: 2F/96 

JPMC re announces the invitation to bid No. 
2F/96 (for the supply of 1000 metric tons 
of ammonium nitrate) 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
•offices in Amman, Supply Department, until 
2.00 p.m. local time Sunday 18th February 
1996. Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a nonrefundable fee of JD 
(1 00) for each set of tender documents 

The closirig date for submitting bids is 12.00 
hours local time Saturday 24 F^ruaiy 1996. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 


mers said they learned more 
on Sunday than they did on 
Saturday. 

"The first game was not 
particularly helpful because 
' there were no obvious 
errors," said Murray Camp- 
bell, one of a team of scien- 
tists who developed the prog- 
ramme over six years. "The 
second game was better be- 
cause of the errors... it got 
into an opening it had never 
played before somehow and 
we don't know why yet." 

Some of the more than 200 
paying spectators at the Phi- 
ladelphia convention centre 
were awed by Deep Blue's 
fearless opening victory, 
while the humans in the IBM 
control room jumped for joy. 

"I'm a computer guy and 
I've been explaining to my 
friends for years that the 
mathematics say the compu- 
ter has to eventually win. 
With the technology, it's a 
foregone conclusion." said 
spectator John Cook of Phi- 
ladelphia. 

Deep Blue, a play on big 
blue, the nickname of Inter- 
national Business Machines, 
was making its public debut 
as part of SOth anniversary 
celebrations of the associa- 
tion for computing and 
machinery. Interest in the 
weekend games was so high 
that several million people 
worldwide followed move s 
on the internet page HTTP:// 
WWW.IBM.PARK.ORG 
and other sites. 

Researchers from IBM in 
Yorktown heights. New 
York, developed a processor 
chip specifically for chess cal- 
culations. Deep Blue is now a 
-32-node IBM RS/6000 SP 
high performance computer. 
The black-cased computer in- 
cludes two linked modules, 
each -standing 6-1/2 feet i'2 
metres) tall. 

Kasparov, who offered his 
intelligence to the project at a 
price of $400,000 if he wins 
and $ 1 00.000 if he loses, con- 
gratulated the Deep Blue 
team for giving him such a 
difficult time so far. 




Australian women's 100 metres beaststroke world record 
bolder Samantha Riley protests her innocence to a press 
conference in Brisbane February 13 after she tested positive for 
the banned dmg dextropropoxyphen at the world short course 
swimming champs in Rio de Janeiro last December (Reuters 
photo) 

Riley pleads innocence 


BRISBANE (AFP) — Au- 
stralia's drug-tainted world 
record holder Samantha 
Riley Tuesday declared she 
was not a cheat, despite being 
found to have taken a prohi- 
bited substance before her 
record-breaking swim at last 
year's world short-course 
championships. 

"I am not a cheat." she 
told a news conference here. 
"I support FINA (swim- 
ming's governing body) 100 
per cent in their stand against 
drugs and drug cheats, but I 
am not one of those." 

A distressed ^ley hopes 
FINA will treat her leniently, 
despite the prospea that she 
could face a two-year ban. 

No decision has yet been 
announced. 

Riley tested positive for a 
banned substance contained 
in a painkiller at the world 
shon-course championships 
in Rio de Janeiro. Brazil, last 
December, where she set two 
world records. 

The drug, dextroproi^xy- 
phene, is on the International 
Olympic Comminee's ban- 
ned list, but doaors say it is 
not a performance-enhancing 
substance. 

Her lawyer. Peter Baston. 
said Tuesday Riley might 
have to wait up to another 48 
hours for FINA's decision, 
which could threaten her bid 
for gold medal glory at this 
year's Atlanta Olympics. 

The 23-year-old Queens- 
lander spoke Tuesday for the 
first time since the probe into 
her alleged drugs breach was 
made public. 

Asked what she hoped for.- 
she said: "I hope that 1 have a 
feir trial and they see some- 
thing that has happened in- 


nocently. and as a mistake. 

"At the moment. 1 am only 
trying to be very positive. 

Australian Swimming's ex- 
ecutive director. Vena Mur- 
ray. said Monday Riley took 
the tablet after complaining 
of a headache during the 
championship's opening cere- 
mony — two days before her 
first swim. 

It is understood Riley 
tested positive after setting a' 
world record in the 200m- 
breaststroke on day two of 
the championships, but was 
negative just a day later when 
she clocked another world 
mark in the 100m breast- 
stroke. 

Riley said she was not con- 
cerned about lasting the 
world record she broke at 
that meeting. 

“I don't mind too much 
about the world record. The 
most important thing for me 
is competing in Atlanta." 

Riley's coach. Scott Vol- 
kers. who gave her the tablet, 
said he made his error in 
judgement after Riley suf- 
fered seven days of 
. headaches. 

"I made probably. thq-bie- 
gest error of my ,qareer. 
Volkere shid TtfesdSy!"*' *' 

"We exhausted a lot of 
different avenues and it was 
late one night after the open- 
ing ceremony. 

"She was still complaining 
of headaches and I said that 
I'd get her a headache tablet. 

“Stupidly enough. I 
reached into my bag and 
grabbed the onlv tablet that I 
had." 

Volkers said the tablet 
given to Riley, which can 
normally be obtained only 
under prescription, was his 
wife's. 


Williams-Renault unveil 
new Formula One car 


ESTORIL. Ponugal (AFP) 
— The Williams Renault 
team unveiled here on Mon- 
day the 1996 Formula One 
car for World Championship 
favourite Damon Hill and his 
new teammate. Indycar 
champion Jacques Vil- 
leneuve. 

Hill gave the car its first 
test minutes after predicting" 
a very hard fought season" 
with competition more wide- 
ly spread than in recent 
years. 

Runner up for the past (wo 
years to champion Michael 
^humacher. Hill has been 
installed as prc season 
favourite for 19%. in what is 
widely seen as the car with* 
the most potential, and the 
most powerful and reliable 
engine. 

Schumacher starts afresh 
with Ferrari, for whom Vj|- 
leneuve's father the late Gil- 
les drove, which has to de- 
velop a brand new V 10 
engine. 

"If I am favourite.” Hill 
said, “then I wouldn't say it's 
by a big margin, because I 
think the competition is going 
to be very close." 

He listed that competition 

as Schumacher. Gerhard 


Berger and Jean Alesi in 
Benettons with Renault en- 
gines identical to his. possibly 
his former teammate David 
Coulthard and Mika Hakinen 
in the McLaren Mercedes, 
unveiled here Sunday, and 
very definitely Villeneuve. 

"While Jacques has a lot to 
learn about Formula One. he 
is certainly very quick." said 
Hill. "He is already a cham- 
pion in his own right and 
winner of the Indianapolis 
500. and he is certainly in- 
tending to make h/s mark. 

"There will be challenges 
from all directions this sea- 
son." Hill said. 

Vilieneuve left no doubt 
about his intentions. "I'm 
racing because I want to win. 
I definitely won't be content 
to settle for second. I'm a 
competitive person in what- 
ever I do and always want to 
try to beat everybody." 

It would definitely be a 
"straight fight" wiih Hill, he 
said. "It's important to win. 
And it's c*ilmost more impor- 
tant to beat your teammate 
than anybody else. It's sad, 
but there it is." he said. 

Asked if he thought he 
could beat Hill, Villeneuve 
said: "Anyone is beatable." 


SAN ANTONIO (R) — The National Bas- 
ketball Association's executive board 
approved a contract extension for commis- 
sioner David Stem on Monday reportedly 
worth $35 million over five years. 

Stem recently finished a five-year. $15 
million deal that was sweetened by a $10 
million bonus. 

The $7 million annual salary would easily 
ho tnm for a sports commissioner and surpass 



NBA commissioner gets extension 
worth reported $35 million 


ail but a handful of players in the league that 
Stem helped turn into a hugely successful 
woridwide enterprise since taking charge in 
1984. 

NBA players' salaries have risen from an 
average of $260,000 to S3 million during the 
tenure of Stem, a superb marketer of the 
sport, who helped steer the league dear of 
labour strife this Autumn. 


Skaardal leads Scandinavian sweep 


SIERRA NEVADA. Spain 
(AP) — Veteran Norwegian 
skier Atle Skaardal took gold 
Tuesday in the men's Super- 
G in the World Alpine Skiing 
Championship.s. leading a 
sweep by Scandinavian skiers 
of five of the first six places. 

Skaardal. who has seven 
career wins in the World Cup 
including a win this year in 
super-G, was perfect near the 
upper pan of the course 
where technique is needed 
and finished in a time of 1 
minute 21. HU seconds. 

The win came just a few 
days short of his 3Uth binh- 
day on Saturday, the day of 
the men's downhill in which 


Skaardal will also race. It was 
his first gold medal in his 
eighth appearance in a world 
championships or Olympics 
dating back to I9H5. 

Skaardal missed the '92 
Olympics with injuries suf- 
fered in a crash in Garmisch- 
Partenkirchen. Germany, 
and has struggled to get back 
to top form. This best finish 
was a silver medal in downhill 
in the ‘93 worlds. 

It was a great outing for 
Scandinavia on the second 
day of the world cham- 
pionships in Southern Spain 
with five of the six top places 
going to Norway. Sweden 
and Finland. 


Second went to Patrik 
Jaerbyn of Sweden in 1:22.09 
and third was for Kjetil 
Aamodt of Norway in 
1:22.11. Aamodt is the de- 
fending world champion in 
slalom'and giant slalom. 

Finland's Janne Leskinen 
was fourth in 1:22.37, fol- 
lowed by Patrick Wirth of 
Austria in 1:22.48 and Lasse 
Kjus of Norway in 1:22.57. 

’‘I was very insecure when 
I took a look at the course- 
this morning." Skaardal said. 
■"I wasn't sure how to navi- 
gate it. But 1 had a super 
feeling in the start house and 
went down without a mis- 
take." 












Winner Isolde Kostner of Italy jokingly bites of the Alpine Skiing Worid Championships on 
her goM medal during (he awa^ presentation Monday (Reuters photo) 
for the women's Super-G race, the first event 
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WEEKLYBRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 - As South, vulncirsUe. ym 
hold: 

*B6 OAJ9S42 OSQ4 +Q2 

*nw bidding has proceeded: 

SOiriH WEST NOBIS EAST 

lO Pass 2« Pmm 

29 POm S* Ptam 

2NT PaM ^ Pua 

What do jeu bid noW? 

Q. 2 - Both vulnerable, as Sonth 
you hold: 


ig has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NOBTH EAST 
19 Pm 1* PM 

t 

What do you bid now? 

Q. 3 - As South. -nilneraUe, you 
bold- 

AE104 96 OAS102 AAE682 

The bidding has proceeded: 

WEST NOBTH BAHT SOU1H 
49 PM PM mil 
Pm 4a Pm ? 

What action do you takd? 


aQ^ 7 9AEQ10762 0A82 AVoid Q> 4 - BoUi vulnerable, as South 


you bold: 

*Q87k 9K20 OAK *AKJ7S 
. .IChc Indding has proceeded: 

SQUTH WEST N<»TH EAST 

14!'' INT Pm Pm 

■ 

•’What actwn do you take? 

.Q. 6 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold; 

AJ0652 996763 0Q83 *6 

The bidding has proceeded; 

NORTH EAST SOXTTB. WESTT 
Pm Pm 10 ' 
20 Pm 1 
What actitm do you take? 

^ 6 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

AQ1Q548 968S 4 07 4AL02 

The bidding has proceeded: 

EAST SOOTH WEST NORIH 
19 Pm pm INT 
Pm 7 

WhM aedon do you take? 



rniliEms. dian Jacques VUIeneuve (right) during s photo 
Renault jokes with his new teammate Cana- session at Estoril (Reuterephoto) ® 


While agreeing he had a lot 
to learn about Grand Prix 
racing. Villeneuve said he 
had "a winning car and a 
winning engine" and noted 
he was arriving with strong 
credentials, not from a Junior 
formula. 


“We've done close on 
9.01K) miles testing to make 
sure we are not just at the 
first race, but racing.” he 
said. 

While the McLaren was 
completely new, the Williams 
FWlH is a direct evolution of 
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the 1995 FWI7B. said chief 
designer. Adrian Newey. 

“We have taken the 
I^17B which was a compet*’ 
tive car. and refined and de- 
veloped it to a higher level, 
while meeting the new reg- 
ulations." he said. 
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Early Dani goal sinks Tottenham 
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i LONDON (R| — Portuguese miernution.'ii 
• Duni scored wiihin five msnutes nf miiktnj: his 
first lull appearance for West ILim to earn 
them a l-n Premier League win at Tollcnham 
on Monday. 

His close-range header uas set up hj, West 
Ham's other ncu bu%. Cro.iiun eentre-baek 
Slaven Bilic. 

Danny Williamv>n‘s corner fell to the un- 
marked Julian Dicks, uhose 12-rr.etre sol!e\ 
Mas instinctively pushed up mtn the air b\ 
coalkeepcr Ian Walker. 


Beiorc the riiiienlum Jelence could te- 
group, the powerful Bilic had applied a 
giam-tog lic.iUer and Daiii poimced to noil the 
bull into an empty net. 

Two biealhlaknig saves by eoalkeeper 
Ludek Miklosko denied Spurs ,nul ei{iialiser 
in the opening minutes o( ilie second h.ilt. 

Kirst. Miklosko spread himselt coui.igeous- 
b u» block TedJv Sheringliam's fiercely struck 
close-range effort and then he stietclicd oiii a 
lung leg to stop a goalhourul Chris Aru\\tuMi\> 
sh<»t. 
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Italian 
Cup semis 
start today 


ROME (AP) — Thp Italian 
Cup semifinal.^ feature four 
markedly different clubs, 
frum second-division Bolog- 
na to high-flying Fiorentina, 
'second in Seriu A. 

Bologna hosts Atalama of 
Bergamo Wednesday night in 
one semifinal first-leg. and 
Fiorentina i.s at Inicrnazi- 
noole of Milan Thursdav . 

Bologna, bidding to be- 
come (he first Seric B team to 
claim the cup in .i3 years, 
.ilready knocked off first divi- 
sion leader AC Milan in the 
quarterfinals. 

The team makes up for a 
weak atidck with a tight de- 
fence and could give Alalania 
(rouble. The Bergamese 
.won’t have suspended veter- 

defender Gtanluca Luppt. 
hut striker Sandio Tovaiicri 
will return from a three-week 
.^»encc with a sprained right 
knee. 

. Bologna midfielder 
. Andrea Bergamu is out hurt. 

while Bologna is tied for 
fourth in Seric B with a good 
shot at promotion. Atalanta 
has lost seven of eight league 
matches and dropped from 
fifth to Id Seric A clubs to 
12th. 

Alalanta won the Italian 
Cup in I%3. as a Serie B 
club. 

By defeating third-place 
AC Parma I-U Sunday in 
league play, Rorentina soli- 
dified its status as Milan’s 
chief challenger. 

"We weren’t even able to 
enjoy that win, because we 
already have another impor- 
tant game at the doorstep,” 
said defender Oaniele Car- 
nasciali. 

Fiorentina is led by Argen- 
tine striker Gabriel Batistuta, 
Mreond in Serie A with 14 
-goals, and Francesco Baiano 
{eight goab). 

Inter has recently disco- 
vered its own one-two attack 
punch in Marco Branca (11 
goals) and Maurizio Ganz 
(nine), who each scored twice 
in a -M) defeat of NapoaJi 
Sund^. 


Ondruska secures S. 


Africa’s Davis Cup win 


JOHANNESBURG |AFP| 
— An inspired performance, 
from Marcos Ondruska in ihc 
deciding singles of the World 
Group Davis Cup Ik gave 
South .Afnca a .t-2 victory 
over .Austria here Mondav 

Ondruska made sure that 
his country heads for cither 
Rome or Bari and a quarter- 
final meeting wilh Italy 
through an emphatic 6-3, t»-4. 
6-2 destruction of Austrian 
Giiberr Schaller. 

“I thought l‘d just conic 
out positive and that’s what I 
did/' said Ondruska. who 
had lost in straight sets to 
.Austnan and world No. I, 
Thuma.s Muster m the open- 
ing singles. 

There was no thought ot 
him losing against Schuller, a 
late replacement for Wolf- 
gang Schmnz, who pulled out 
with a sioameh ailment. 

In the levcrse singles. 
Wayne Ferreira became Mus- 
ter's second viaim in singles 
plav, losing 5-7. 7-6 (7-,^). 
4-6’ 6-7 (7-4) 


"It just didn't fed right." 
said Ferreira. "I hud been 
practising hard for a m.icch 
un grass." 

It wav a match that never 
happened after the opening 
singles had been shared 1-1. 
rain caused the abandonment 
uf most of Saturday and all of 
Sunday's play and the tic to 
be moved indoors. • 

Earlier. South Africa had 
taken the lead in whai was to 
prove a critical doubles. 

Ferreira and Cary Muller 
downed Muster and Alex 
Aniunitsch 6-3. 7-6 (7-2), 6-7 
(7- .5), .3-6. 6-3 in a nail-biting 
five setter. 

With Ferreira losing lu 
Muster, the stage was set for 
Ondruska. 

"1 knew no mutter w*hut 
happened to Wayne (Fer- 
reira) I was going to come 
with positive," Ondruska 
said. 

Indeed he did. ensuring a 
South African victory and the 
meeting with the Italians on 
April 


Collated first round results 

Worid (irvup 

In Rome- Italy beat Russia .3-2 

In Plzen. Czech Republic; C.zech Kepuhlic heat Hungary .5-ti 
In Jaipur. India: India beai Neiiierlands 3-2 
in Geneva- Germany hcai Sw-itzcrland .l-O 
In Katnncholm. Sweden: Sweden heat Belgium 4-1 
In ^sancon. France France be.ii Denmark 5-11 
In Johannesburg: South .Africa bc.il .Austria 3-2 
in Carlsbad. California: L’niied Stales beat Mexico .5-U 
.Asia.'Oceania Zone Group One: 

In Christchurch: New Zealand beat China 4-1 
Jn Yokkaichi: Japan beat Philippines .S-(l 
In Melbourne: Australia beui Taiwan .3-11 (reverse singles nui 
played^ 

In Jakana; South Korea heat Indonesia 4.| 

Asia'Oceaoia Zone Group Tuu: 

In Hong Kong: Hong Kong beat Sri Lunku 5>() 

In Bangkok: Thailand beat Iran 4-1 
American Zone Group One; ’ 

In Nassau: Bahamas beat Peru .3-2 
In Santiago; Brazil beat Chile .3-2 
In Valencia: Venezuela heat Canada .3-2 
.American Zone Croup Two: 

In Montevideo; Uruguay beat Guuiemulu .5-1) 

In Bo|oib: Colombia beat Puerto Rico 54i 
In Cojimar: Cuba beat Paraguay 3-2 
In Guayaquil: Ecuador beat Barbados 5-n 
Euro/African Zone Group One; 

In Tel Aviv: Israel beat Norway .3-2 


China to take 


part in 
Atlanta 


Olympics 


BEUINC (Agencies) — Chi- 
na said Tuesday it plans to 
take part in the Olym^c 
Games this summer in the 
United States, despite re- 
ports it was considering a 
boycott over the anendance 
of Taiwanese leaders. 

”So far I have seen no 
circumstances that would 
lead to Ouna's abstention 
from this grand sporting 
event/' foreign ministry 
spokesman Shen Guofang 
said at a twice-weekly media 
briefing. 

Wu Shaozu. head of the 
xttilc physical culture and 
sports commission, reported- 
ly hinted last week that China 
would stay away from the 
Atlanta Games if Taiwanese 
leaders showed up. 

Dick Pound, an executive 
board member of the Imer- 
nadonat Olympic Commit- 
tee, said in London the 
Taiwanese would not be in- 
vited. 

China claims Taiwan us a 
province and has been locked 
in a tense struggle to cow the 
island into submitting to Beij- 
ing’s sovereignty. Taiwan is 
nued by the nadonolist party, 
which turned the island into a 
fortress after losing a civil 
war to the Communists in 
1949. 


North Korea In 01}*nipic 
qualifiers 


In Tokyo North Korea en- 
tered six players Tuesday for 
Asia’s cable tennis qualifying 
round for the .Alljiila Ulvm- 
pic Gaines, its first show of 
interest in inteniational sport 
in three years. 

The entry in the March 
26-28 tournament in Chiba, 
near Tokyo, was made in a 
fax message from the North 
Korean table tennis associa- 
don tp its Japanese counter- 
part. 

The six players are three 
women and three men, in- 
cluding Kim Song-Hui and IJ 
Cun-Sang who took pan in 
the 1992 Barcelona Games. 
They will be accompanied by 
two coaches and two officials. 

Seven men and seven 
women from Asia will travel 
to the Atlanta Games this 
summer. 

North Korea, which has- 
shunned international sport- 
ing events since mid-1993, 
only signed up for the Olym- 
pic Games last month. Its. 
entrynineafis all 197 national 
Olympic committees will par- 
.tiapaie : in the centenniaf 
•Olvmpic Games. 


The American Embassy Ecoriomic/ContmercUd Section is pleased to irwite you to 


The Fourth Annual American 
Computer Show 
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February 15-17, Philadelphia Hotel - Royal Hall 
The show' will be open to the public on Friday 6i Saturday Feb. 16 & 1 7, 1*?96 
From 10:00 a.ra. - 4:30 p.m. and From 7:30p.m. - 1 1 :00 p.m. 
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Numihia’s IrankHr ^^edcrick^ (cenirvi ^pnnt» lu a iwu 
indoor lUU-invin- world rvcurd of 10.05 »vcond> during ihi: 
iniernaiionul indoor track and field event in I'ampere Feb. 
12. Niirwuv'.v (idr .Muen irisbu was 2nd and Sweden’s 


Peter Karbson ilefli placed fourth. Fredericks beat (he 
previous best of 10.13 seconds set by Nigerian Ulapaefe 
.Adenikeo in January of la.st year (Reuters photoi 


Fredericks sets world indoor best 


r.AMPLkE. Finland (.Agcn- 
— Ft:inkic F^cdcr^\.•k^ of 
\jmi)n.j sprinted lo a men's 
100 nicircs world tnJiKir best 
ot scciinds at :in inter- 

nalioiu! Jihleiics nivetmu on 
.Mund.iv. 

In Ins tirsi indoor race over 
1(M) ineircs m official com- 
pctiiion. Ficdcricks. 2S. 
shavcii II. US seconds t>ff Nige- 
rian Ol.ip.ids; .Adeniken's 
previous world IhtsI over the 
distance, which is seldom 
contested mdiHtrs 

.Adcnikcn ran Ml. 1 .3 
M.'Cuns1s in January tusi year. 

Fredericks, world cham- 
pi>rn over 2(M) metres jt Siutt- 
gnrl in |g9.3. twice Olympic 
silver medallist at Barcelona 
in 1992 and 200 metres 
runner-up at the Gothenburg 
World Champivinships last 
year, has clocked 9.95 
seconds over IIKI metres out- 
doors. 

Ill Tampere's Pirkka .Are- 
na Fredericks left Norwegian 
Geir Mocn. the 200 me'ires 
world indoor champion in 
1995 and European cham- 
pion over 2011 metres in 1994. 
far behind. Mocn finished 
second in 10. .31. 

Peter Rono. the Kenyan 
'veleran who captured the* 
1..500 metres Olympics ^old 
medal ui Seoul utmost eight 
years ugu. confirmed his 
comeback when he easily 
outpaced the field to triumph 
,over l.OUII metres in two mi- 
nutes 21.0.5 seconds. 


In the women's no metre- 
linal, Jamaican Merieiic 
Ottev. .35. easily beat Zhanna 
Pintusevich of L'kraine. 

Uttcy. heading for her fifth 
Olympics this year, clocked 
7.1.V ^econds. II II.' slnwer 
than in .Madrid last week 


Bailey bead; jet 

In Maebashi. Japan. Cana- 
dian vvorld sprint champion 
Donovan Bailey shruggled 
off jet lag for an easy victory 
in the men's hn-meirc race at 
Gunma iniernuiional indoor 
athletics meet here on Mon- 
vlay. 

Bailey, the winner of the 
iiKi-meirc in Gothenburg last 
year and also the indovvr 50- 
metre world record holder, 
clocked 6..S9 seconds to heal 
Americans Kureen Street- 
Thompsoh by IMI2 seconds 
and Henry Neal by 0.04 
seconds. 

"i just landed yesterday 
and I have u little jet lug. hut 
it was a good competition. 
I'm in a very good shape right 
now- and I'rn glad 1 cume here 
and won." siiid the Cun:<dian. 

When asked about his 
hopes ul the Atlanta Olym- 
pics. Bailey simply said: "I 
think my ui'm is just the same 
as csxry'one else — lo wm the 
gold medal." 

Sixteen men's und 
women's events were held ut 
the Green Dome in Maebashi. 
northwest of Tokyo', with 


some of the world's top 
athletes :.iking part. 

The 4(HI-mcire hurdle 
world chjmpion Derrick 
Adkins defeated teltow 
.American Jose Parrilla to win 
the Dtai-metre race in 1 mi- 
nute 17.21 seconds, while 
world indoor IHi-meire hur- 
dle record holder Colin Jack- 
>o,n of Britain won the nU- 
meUe hurdle in 7.51. 

Nkitrld shu'. put champion 
Jiihn Godina of the United 


States vva.s an eu.sy winncf 111 
the event ihrvvvv-rng 21, IH) 
rnetres. ahead of Ukrainian 
Y'urij Belonog's l9.43-meifc> 
In the women's competi- 
tion. world silver medallist 
Leiitiu Vriesde of Simtnen 
won the SM-metre. Olgu 
Shishigina of Kuzukh.sUil 
edged'past .Michelle Freeman 
of Jamaica to win the Ali« 
metre hurdle, ami Huitllg 
Zhihong of China ' won the 
shot put. 
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King Fahd stiU not fiilly recovered 
despite chairing cabinet meeting 


By Suleiman Nimr 
AFP 


MECCA — King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia has not yet 
taken back the full reins of 
power despite chairing a 
cabinet meeting here for the 
first time since his illness in 
November, political sources 
said Tuesday. 

They said the 74-year-old 
king, who was shown on tele- 
vision presiding at the weekly 
meeting of ministers and 
chatting with several of them 
late Monday, still needed 
more rest before re-assuming 
his powers. 

The king delegated the 
running of the kingdom to his 
half brother. Crown Prince 
Abdullah, on Jan. 1 . pending 
his recovers' from the illness 
which kept him in hospital for 
a week. 

Diplomats and Western 
doctors said he had suffered a 
blood clot on the bruin, 
although, otficially his illness 
was due to overwork. 

-Political sources said his 
chairing of the cabinet meet- 


ing did not mean he had 
returned to full duty as he 
still needed rest, hui it was 
the beginning of his recovery. 

The television pictures 
showed him appearing in 
good health, chough he*^ was 
leaning on a stick. 

"He must not tire himself 
out because of the state of his 
health." said one source, who 
added that the king's appear- 
ance was *'the start of his 
rehabilitation but the Crown 
Prince will continue to take 
charge of the state." 

Before the cabinet meeting 
in Mecca. I.IMXI kilometn^ 
west of Riyadh, the monarch 
received a large number of 
princes of the royal family, 
ministers and Saudi dignitar- 
ies. 

King Fahd was. us usual 
spending the last lU days of 
the fasting month of Rama- 
dan at the A1 Safa palace 
adjoining the esplanade of 
the mosque in Mecca. Islam's 
holiest city. 

For the past week. Islamic 
leaders have been making a 
mini-pilgrimage to the city 
and many more are expected 


to visit before the end uf 
Ramadan, due around Fch. 
20 depending on sighting.'* of 
the moon. 

The sultan of Brunei. 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. Pakistani Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto and 
His Majesty King Hussein 
have been among the .^On.INXi 
foreign visitors crowding into 
Mecca (see page 2 stoiyt. 

The VIPs here for the 
mini-pilgrimage, or Omra. 
are housed in luxurious guest 
palaces near the Knhuu. 
i.slam'.s most venerated build- 
ing traditionally held to haw 
been built hy Ahraham. 

Their visits to the grey 
stone cube, draped with a 
black curtain, and their other 
movements in the city are 
carefully organised hy the 
Saudi authorities. 

According to the Koran, 
all Muslims with sufficient 
means have to make the full 
pilgrimage or hajj — which' 
lasts several days and take 
place this year at the end of 
April — at !ea.st once in their 
lifetimes. 

But according to a declara- 


Farrakhan praises Iran, denounces U.S. 


TEHRAN (AP) — Black 
American leader Louis Far- 
rakhan denounced the U.S. 
campaign against Iran Tues- 
day and said he could be 
imprisoned with convicted 
Islamic terrorists like Sheikh 
Omar Abdul Rahman when 
he returns home. 

In an interview on Tehran 
radio's English-language ser- 
vice, he said: "Maybe there's 
a cell next to Abdul Rahman 
for me; and maybe he and I 
will be together reading the 
Koran and encouraging each 
other." 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman, a 
blind Egyptian Muslim cleric, 
was sentenced to life impris- 
onment by a U.S. court Jan. 
18 for conspiring with others 
to blow up New York City 
landmarks and to kill Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak. 


"America feels that a per- 
son like that... who is listened 
to and loved, as Imam Abdul 
Rahman was, needs to be 
confined" when he preaches 
"the message of true Islam, 
which inspires the militants 
among us as Muslims," Mr. 
Farrakhan said. 

"So that leads me to my- 
self. When you see in Amer- 
ica nearly 2 million black 
people answer a call by Louis 
Farrakhan, I'm in deep trou- 
ble inside America." 

Mr. Farrakhan, leader of 
the Nation of Islam move- 
ment and the first black 
American leader to visit Iran, 
arrived Saturday to attend 
celebrations marking the 17th 
anniversary of the 1979 Isla- 
mic revolution which over- 
threw the pro-Western 
monarchy. 

He said pressure for 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israel-Syria talks pushed back to Feb. 28 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The next round of Israeli-Syrian 
peace talks will begin at the Wye Plantation outside 
Washington Feb. two days later than originally 
announced, the Israeli foreign ministry said Tuesday. 
Ministry spokesman Yigal Palmor said the delay was due to 
"technical problems." Israel Radio reported that the start 
of the negotiations had been pushed back by a scheduling 
problem at Wye Plantation, a resort and conference centre 
in rural Maryland east of Washington. Israeli and Syrian 
negotiators have held three rounds of U.S.-brokered 
negotiations at the Wye Plantation since resuming their 
peace process in December after a six-month freeze. The 
new session, exp^ed to last two weeks, will take place 
during campaigning for early general elections in I^el. 
Israeli officials have said little progress is expected during 
the electoral period on the key issue of Israel’s withdrawal 
from the Golan Heights, which it seized from Syria in 1967. 
The elections, originally scheduled for October, are now 
due to be held on May 28 or June 4. 


Palestinian charged in Germany for hijack 


HAMBURG (R) — A Palestinian mother of one has been 
charged for her part in the hijacking of Lufthansa 
passenger aircraft nearly 20 years ago and for killing the 
German pilot, her lawyer said on Tuesday. Souhaila 
Andrawes. 42, has also been indicted on two counts of 
attempted murder as one of a team of four Palestinian 
guerrillas who hijacked the plane of holidaymakers in 1977, 
her lawyer Hajo Wandschneider told Reuters. Mr. Wand- 
schneider said that a date had not been set for the trial due 
to open in Hamburg. Germany's federal prosecution office 
in f^lsnihe declined to confirm the charges, but said tiiat 
it would make a statement on Wednesday. Sbe is the sole 
survivor of the four hijackers who commandeered the jet to 
back demands by West German leftist guerrilla group tiie 
Red Army Faction (RAF) for the release of 11 of its 
members jailed in Gennany. 

Sudanese policy reckless, fbolish — Egypt 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
described Sudanese policy as reckless and foolish on 
Tuesday and said he hoped Khartoum would extradite 
three men wanted for trying to kill Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak. Mr. Musa suggested that U.N. sanctions 
could be in store for Sudan if it foils to meet a Security 
Council request that it hand the three Egyptians over to 
Ethiopia, where the assassination attempt took place in 
June last year. "I call on Sudan to abide by the Security 
Council resolution ... so that the Sudanese people do not 
foce any problems,” he told a parliunentaiy committee. 
‘The Sudanese government must not escalate the situation, 
to avoid an escalation of the U.N. measures," he added. 


Iran, Iraq draw up ‘definitive* PoW lists 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran and Iraq have drawn up 
"definitive" lists of PoWs and the missing from their 
1980-1988 war, an issue which has blocked normal ties 
between the two neighbours, officials said Tuesday. AU 
Khorram, an adviser to Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati, told the newspaper Iran that the lists would be 
exchang^ at the bordw the same day. But he did not 
report any concrete progress on settling the issue. Mr. 
Velayati said on television the lists were now "definitive" 
and die exchange would take place during a meeting oia 
joint committee set up last year. 


2 militants kiiied in police raid 


CAIRO (AFP) — Police killed two Muslim militants in a 
raid on their hideout in the southern province of Sohag on 
Tuesday, interior ministry sources said. Police stormed the 
hideout in A1 Zouk A1 Gharbi village, SOO kilometres south 
of Cmro late Tues^y and in die fire^ht that followed two 
militants were the sources said. 


change in U.S. foreign poli- 
cy, which seeks to isolate 
radical states such as Iran, 
Libya. Iraq and Sudan, must 
be brought to bear on 
Washington from within and 
without. 

Black Muslim activists 
must learn from the Jewish 
lobby in the United States 
"which has achieved great 
leverage, even thou^ there 
are only six million Jews" 
there, he said. 

“Weil, we’re over 40 mil- 
lion inside America... If we 
have strategic alliances with 
the native Americans and the 
Hispanic Americans, and we 
learn how to use our power as 
the Jewish people use their 
power, then from inside 
America we can free you 
outride," he said. 

Mr. Fairakhan denounced 
"the thought of revolution in 


terms of a gun; that's stupid. 
The real revolution must take 
place with the Koran... and 
change the American mind. 
Then we can change Amer- 
ica’s domestic policy... 
America's foreign periit^." 

Earlier, the state-run tele- 
vision network showed him 
telling Iran's 270-member 
parliament Tuesday that he 
plans to use the unity of 
Muslims in the United States 
to . fight Washington's anti- 
Iran polides. 

On Monday, the offidal 
Islamic Republic News Agen- 
cy quoted Mr. Farrakhan as 
saying during a visit to the 
holy dty of Qom, south of 
Tehran, that the United 
States, "as the only super- 
power, is on the decline and 
Islam will attract more adhe- 
rents as the supreme and 
inspiring power.” 


Algiers bomb toll 
rises to 20 dead 


PARIS (R) — The death toll 
from two car bombs that ex- 
ploded in Algiers on Sunday 
has risen to at least 20, an 
Algerian newspaper said 
Tuesday. 

The body of a woman was 
dug from the nibble of a town 
hall where one bomb was 
detonated on Sunday morn- 
ing at the Muslim stronghold 
of Bab Al Oued, and a man 
later died of injuries sus- 
tained in the blast, the news- 
paper Al Khahar said. 

Algerian authorities have 
said 41 people were injured, 
including seven seriously, in 
the town hall bombing. 

At least 18 people were 
killed and 52 hurt by a car 
bomb six hours later outside 
a press centre in Belcourt 
district where the oounoy’s 
major newspapers are bas^. 

Three newspapennen from 
the evening French-language' 
dailv Le Soir d'Algerie were- 
killed. 

Officials and journalists 
identified them as Allaoua 
Ait Mbiirak. editor of Le 
Soir d'Algerie. Mohamed 
Dorbane, a columnist, and 
Djamel Derraz, a writer for 


the leisure section. 

Le Soir d'Algerie's build- 
ing took most of the blast 
from the explosion which de- 
vastated the press centre, 
they said. 

The New York-based 
Committee to Prote^ J<nir- 
nalists (CPJ) condemned the 
bombing and urged the gov- 
ernment to rescind cen- 
sorship of independent re- 
pTorting on the omntry's civil 
strife. 

"The CPJ... today conde- 
mned yesterday's bombing of 
a press centre in Algiers." it 
said in a statement received 
on Tuesday. 

It said the killing brought 
to 57 the number of journal- 
ists killed in Algeria since 
May 1993. 

"The continuing terrorist 
caiopHdgn agrinst journalists 
and the Algerian govern- 
ment's censorship proiides 
put the prus in an untenable 
pjosition. Journalists who foce 
a constant threat of assassina- 
tion by terrorists are pmt even 
more at risk ^ being foi^ 
to pninl government ^p- 
aganda as ne««," it added. 
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lion by the Prophet Moham- 
mad. the Omra can aiunt us u 
pilgrimage if it take plao; 
during Ramadan. 

Thus. Mecca, a city brinned 
to non-Muslims, is swamped 
with thousands pilgrim.^ 
hoping to make a quick trip 
and avoid the intense heal 
and huge crowds that aca^m- 
pany the Hajj. The streets 
are choked, the hotels and 
apartment blocks full. 

Saudi television repxmed 
that the cibinet had reviewed 
the work of enlarging the 
mosques at Mecca and the 
ht)lv city of Medina, at a total 
of 'to billion riyals (S18.5 
hilHonl. 

It quoted.the king as saying 
it was Saudi Arabia's duty to 
continue to provide every 
comfort for the two million 
Muslims who come on pil- 
grimage every year. 

However, he failed to meet 
King Hussein and Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
when they came here last 
weekend. The king has ni'tt 
received any foreign visitors 
since his illnes**. 



MINISTER SWORN IN: Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Exhaled Madad- 1 
ha Ibesday fakes the oath of office before His M^esty King Hussein at a spe- 
cial ceremony held at Al Nadwa Palace. The oath taking ceremony was 
attended by Prime Nffnister Abdul Karim Kabariti and Royal Court Chief 
Awn Khasawneh. Mr. Madadha was abroad when the new Cabinet took the 
oath of ofGce early this month (Petra Photo) 


Bahrain pledges to crush 
anti-government riots 


MANAMA (R) — Bahrain 
on Tuesday pled^d to crush 
anti-government riots and 
put an end to acts of sabot- 
age. 

"There u no place for ter- 
rorism on the land of this 
country," Prime Minister 
Sheikh Khalifa Ben Subnan 
Al Khalifo said after visiting 
the Diplomat Hotel which 
was rocked oit Sunday by a 
home-made bomb. 

"We are determined to 
confront riots and sabotage 
acts to maintain security and 
stability and to preserve the 
peoples' achievements," 
Sheikh Khalifa said in re- 
marks made available to 


Reuteis. 

Sunday's blast, blamed by 
officials on “terrorists," was 
the second to hit a hotel in 
less than a month and the 
third in the capital Manama 
since I^c. 31. 


"These sabotage acts In- 
crease our determination to 
reject the group of saboteurs. 
The strong support Bahrain 
has received from inside and 
outside the country is a cer- 
tificate of defeat to the ter- 
rorism." Sheikh Khalifa said. 

At least 13 civilians and 
three policemen were killed 
in Mu^im Shiite-led protests 
which first erupted in Decem- 


ber 1994*and died down in 
April. 

Anti-government riots re- 
sumed last month, deman- 
ding the restoration of a par- 
liament dissolved in 197S and 
the release of "political pris- 
oners." 


Three weeks ago ei|;ht 
Shiite leaders, including 
Sheikh Abdul Amir Al Jam- 
ri, an influential clergyman 
and a former member of par- 
liament, were arrested. A 
prominent Sunni Muslim 
lawyer, Ahmad Al Shamlan. 
was arrested last week. 

The nine were accused of 
inciting the latest protests. 


U.N.-Iraq talks to, continue 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— The first round of U.N.- 
Iraq talks on an oil-for food 
deal neared conclusion Tues- 
day as an Israeli minister 
warned that Saddam Hussein 
must be prevented from ris- 
ing like a “nuclear phoenix 
from the aShes” of Gulf war 
defeat.- 

U.N. spokeswoman Sylva- 
na Foa. quoting U.N. chief 
negotiator Hans Corell. said 
that technical talks which be- 
gan here Feb. 6 had ended 
for the day and would resume 
Wednesday morning. 

Ms. Foa's statement came 
as the U.N. Security Council 
presidency said the council 
expected to be briefed on the 
negotiations in the next two 
days. 

The technical talks here 
are focusing on the imple- 
mentation of U.N. Resolu- 
tion 986, which provides for 


Iraq to export one billion 
dollars worth of oil per quar- 
ter in return for food and 
medidne. 

If successful, the U.N.-Iraq 
talks would lead to the first 
partial lifting of sanctions 
against Iraq. The country has 
been under a harsh sanctions 
regime since invading Kuwait 
in 1990. 

U.N. Security Council 
presidency spokesman James 
Rubin played down a com- 
ment .by a U.S. offidai on 
Monday that a coundl brief- 
ing on the talks would be held 
in the event of a "sigriificani 
breakthrough.” He said that 
the end of a round was the 
"proper moment” for the 
coundl to be updated. 

Earlier Monday. Israeli 
Forei^ Minister Ehud Barak 
met with reporters after talk- 
ing to representatives of the 
U.N. Spedal Commission, 


which is rrwnitoring Iraqi dis- 
armament under U.N. re- 
solutions. 

Mr. Barak said the interna- 
tional community must en- 
sure that Iraqi leader “Sad- 
dam Hussein would not 
reemerge as a nuclear 
phoenix Irom the ashes of his 
defeat” in the 1991 Gulf war. 


He expressed concern that 
"any loosening of the sanc- 
tions will provide them with 
the resources which might 
help them go ahead with 
other non-conventional acti- 
vities.” 


But U.S. Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright said later 
that the Security Coundl had 
drafted Resolution 9^ "very 
carefully” to ensure that "the 
funds created by the oil sales 
will go to the right places” 
and would serve humanita- 
rian purposes only. 


‘Bosnia peace jeopardised by delivery of war crimes suspects’ 


SARAJEVO (AP) — 
NATO's delivery of cwo Serb 
military officers to the cus- 
tody of a U.N. war crimes 
court gravely threatens the 
accord that ended 42 months 
of war, Bosnian Serbs 
cautioned Tuesday. 

The two Serb officers, 
arrested by the Muslim-led 
Bosnian government, were 
taken Monday to a prison in 
the Hague, Netherlands, 
where the U.N. war crimes 
tribunal will question them 
and'dedde whether to have 
them stand trial. 

"This is a dangerous preoe- 
dent," said Veltbor Ostojie, a 
senior figure in the Bosnian 
Serb hierarchy. "All this 
pavely jeopardises further 
implementation of the peace 
t^reement.'* 

Although strongly worded, 
their statement stopped short 
of threatening ret^iation. 

The tribunal, which has 
only one of 52 indicted Bos- 
nians in custody, will decide 
"sooner rather than later" 
whether to charge the Serbs, 
tribunal spokesman Christian 
Chattier said. 

The ^ernment's arrest of 
Generd Djdrdje Djukic and 
Colonel Aleksa Krsmano^c 


on Jan. 30 provoked tiie first 
major crisis since peace took 
hold in Bosnia two months 
ago. 

'The Serbs retaliated 
breakiira off all ties with tim 
NATO-led force im- 
plementing peace and Bos- 
nia's federation of Croats and 
Muslims. 

Although Serb dvilian offi- 
cials later said they would 
cooperate with NATO, ties 
with the federation continue 
suspended, and it remained 
unclear Tuesday whether the 
Serb militaiy would follow 
the dvUtan eifom^^e of restor- 
ing links with NATO. 

Col. John Kirkwood, a 
NATO spokesman, called 
cooperation with the Serbs 
"spotty." He was unable to 
proviite a sin^e instance of 
recent contact between 
Mnior Serb authorities and 
NATO officials. 

The Bosnian Serb delega- 
tion did not show up Tues^y 
m Vienna for a meeiinB on 
reducing the arsenals of the 
former warring factions. 

NATO peacekeepers took 
Gen. OjuldcandCol. Krsma- 
novic in a convoy bristling 
with guns from a central 
Sarajevo jail to a stadium on 


the north side of the dty. 
There, they boarded a U.S . 
Blackhawk helicopter that 
flew them to Sarajevo aiiport 
for a flight on a military 
C-130 Hercules transport 
plane bound for the Hague. 

NATO offidals'said Tues- 
day that they acted on a 
request from Richard Gold- 
stone, chief judge of the 
Hague tribunal. 

Tbe Bosnian ^vemment 
accused them in avilian mas- 
sacres in Sarajevo. Mr. Char- 
tier said the men could also 
become witnesses in other 
war crimes cases. 

TTie decision to hand over 
the two Serbs to the tribunal 
came after Richard Hol- 
brooke. the U.S. mediator 
who crafted the Bosnian 
peace plan, flew to die region 
to cry to resolve the crisis 
caused by the arrests. He was 
widely believed to be in- 
strumental in tbe transfer. 

The transfer could ease the 
heat on the Bosnian govern- 
ment and put it on interna- 
tional organisations, such as 
NATO and the United Na- 
tions, better able to with- 
stand Serb criticism. If the 


could serve as a vehicle for 
their release without embar- 
rassing the government. 

Mr. Holbrooke also 
wrested a separate agreement 
Monday from the govern- 
ment not to arrest any more 
suspects without the author- 
isation of the tribunal. 

Bosnian army sources say 
Gen. Djukic is senior enough 
to possibly provide evidence 
a^inst F^ident Slobodan 
Milosevic of Serbia. Mr. 
Milosevic is widely accused of 
' instigating tbe war in Bosnia 
.before abandoning his Bos- 
nian Serb proteges and forc- 
ing them to accept a deal to 
end the war. 

Mr. Milosevic has not been 
indicted for war crimes. 

Bosnia's ambassador to the 
United Nations. Muhamed 
Sacirbey, told Associated 
Press television that the two 
officera may have informa- 
tion that "is very sensitive, 
and could be very damning to 
both the military and to the 
political structures in Bel- 
grade." the Serbian capital. 

The case of the two &rb 
officers highlights the diffi- 
culties the NATO-led force 


for suspected war criminals, 
but will arrest them if they 
come across them in perform- 
ing other duties. 

The Bosnian Serbs are led 
^ Radovan Karadzic and. 
Gen. Ratko Mladic, both in- 
dicted on war crimes charges. 

In Belgrade, the indepen- 
dent Nasa Borba daily re- 
ported Tuesday that a Ser- 
bian ultra-nationalist leader 
and former Milosevic ally has 
applied for a Dutch visa in 
hopes of testifying against the 
Serbian president. 

The newspaper quoted Vo- 
jislay Seselj, who beads the 
Serbian radical party, as 
sayiqg that if he gets the visa, 
he would visit the Hague 
even without an invitation 
from the tribunal. 
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use spray to stop 
pigs squealing 






BUCHAREST- (R) 
Thieves who stole ei g h t 
piglets used a paralysiag 
Spray to stop them squed- 
ing, the Romanian state 
news agency, Romjxess, 
said. Police investigatiog 
tbe robbery said tbe thieves 
br(^ into a former^s pigsty 
at night, accoidiog to tbe 
agency. 
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Senegal may 
cancel skier’s 
licence over, 
black-up 




... 


DAKAR (R) — Sports 
authorities in Senegal said = 
they could withdraw die '"‘'"..‘ ‘“V 
licence of skier Lamine i 

Gueye after he a r 

blacked-up Italian comic i 

I march with him in the^ 
opening ceremony of die « 

Alpine Siding 'Wodd 
Cbanqnonships. "We coo- 'f, ■' 

denm this attitude and wc 
are looking at whethex -we '■« r-' 
shouldn’t withdraw his 
licence," Ousmane Ndiaye, ; 1 ? . 

an adviser to Sports 
Minister Ousmane Paye, > 1 . h 

told Reuters. Gueye, who 
lives in Paris, is the sole - 
member of the Senegalese : a -c ' 
Sid Federation. The west 
African country lacks i.:rr' 
eidier mountains or snow, ~ 

“He occupies ali the posts ... 

in his federation by him- ..k',,HenP 
self," Ml Ndiaye said. ® T* 
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World’s oldest 
person on disc 


MARSEILLE. France (R) 
— Better late than never. 
Tbe worid’s oldest person 
has cut her first record. 
Mastering Tune, a cocqpact 
disc in which Freoeb- 
woman Jeanne Clalmeat 
tells anecdotes about her' 


life, will be released on. 


Feb. 21 on her 121st birth- : ;;;;r ^ ^ 

day. Experts declared last 

October that she was tbe nu: 

oldest person whose age 

had ever been fully autheo- • 

ticated. Mrs. Calment plans 

10 spend the proceeds on a '.v'.." 7 . ? J 

coach so that her firieods at 

an old people's home iu ''1.^! 

Arles' can enjoy the 

Provence scenery made ' ‘ 

famous by painter '^cent •' 

Van Gogh, whom sbe takes ‘ 522r,j;>.j # 

pride in having once met in - 

the last century. SsaaBtrate 
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Peasant who 
wanted to be 
emperor Jailed 
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BEUING (AFP) — Apeas- 
ant who dreamed of 
becoming C hina 's enq>eior 


St 


J ‘-iUs:. invg 


has been sentenc^ to eight 

Vftarc imnncnnivittnr anH . 


years imprisonment and 

four followers have also 'he 

been jailed, a provincial 

newspaper reported. The ; ^ th-; 

five men were sentenced 

recently in C^a’s cennal 61;^, v 

Henan province, the Heoaa 

^gal Daily said China’s 

inqwrial system ended in -'n.j Va,-, z 

1911 with tbe overthrow of 

the Qing dynasty (1644- . ' 

1911). Xiao 5huyoo, 40, '^Ujaheri^ 
was the man who dreamed ^6Cuta#i • 
of becoming enq^eror and 
was a peasant brongtrt up ___ 

by a mentaUy-distorbed. 

adoptive father, the report. srtned o 
said. From 1983, Xiao .^n^rgec -r 
printed badges and handed 
out leaflets attackiog die J&iled 

Chinese Co mmunis t Patty the J?'® ^ Mi 

VT 1 _ *h« ' e»._ 


around Nanyang is. the 


southwest of Henai. the 


paper said. Mr. Xiao man- to a 
to recruit around 20 

accomplices with whom he 
travelled the whole coun- 

ttyi distributing pir^ngan- 
da aimed at overthrowing S irg" brui^j 


Meanwhile, in two moves 
aimed at reducing Serb edgi- 
ness, Bosnia's parliament 


the Communist state and . ur 

the socialist system, 

ntnnrt m;#i 'fu.. UM«,i4n0 4 5^e(‘i,.._ , 


report said. The Nanyang v 

.e— ‘w— ©I- ^otennediaiy Court found three 

ness, Bosnia's parliament i*itogbUfyofc6unier-«vo-iij^j“^«idcriiif, ' 
^pted a law Monday grant- lutionary propaganda and*t?j'jl. 
mg amnesty for all in former ineireman* fA br 


tribunal derides not 10 diarge in Bosnia faces. Officers say 

the two Serbs, the transfor they will not go out looking 



mg amnesty for all in former indtemeot to counter-cevo-^tiH,,“*'4ani 
enemy armies except war lutionary crimes His fouT-'Cl."' 

lWHci?h?mafoU.N^ ' fellow conspirators ^ ^ 

hef agency, said it would fund to terms ranging. kerrrf.’^ton an 

a bus service ■starting to eight years-^. V Y],'®[’5‘hah*s 

Wednesday between Ilidza five men accepted tbftJPreren- ^ hi 

and ^vemment-held parts of verdict and did not appea?:j!i?. hr 

the paper said. hL^P'^h. 




